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HUMPHRY CLINKER. 


To Dr. LEWIS. 


HAVE not found all the benefit L expected at 

Scarborough, where I have been theſe eight days 
From Harrigate we caine hither by the way of York, 
where we ſtayed only one day to viſit the Caſtle, the 
— Minter, and the Aſſembly- room. The firſt, which 
2 was heretofore a fortreſs, is now converted to a priſon, 
72 and is the beſt, in all reſpect, I ever ſaw at home or 
abroud— It ſtands in a high ſituation, extremely well 
yentiipted 3 and has a ſpacious area within the walls, 
tor the health and convenience of all the priſons, except 
| thoſe whom it is neceflary to ſecure m cloſe confinement 
# —Even theſe laſt have all the comforts that the na- 
ture of their ſituation can admit. Here the aſſizes 
dre held, in a range of buildings erected for that pur- 
MF poſe. 
= As for the Minſer, I know not how to diſtinguiſh 
it, except by its great bze and the height of its ſpire, 
nom thole other ancient churches in different paits of 
the kingdom, which uſed to be called monuments of Go- 
chic architecture; i but it is now agreed, that this ſtile is 
88 Saracen arr Vas than Gothic; ard, I ſuppoſe, it was 

f norted into England from Spain, g great part of 
kich 4s under the dominion of the Moors. Tha 
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Tar EXPEDITION or 
Britiſh architects, who adopted this ſtile, don't ſeem te 
have conſidered the propriety of their adoption. The 
climate of the country, poſſeſſed by the Moors or Sa- 
racens, both in Africa and Spain, was fo exceedingly 
hot and dry, that thoſe who built places of worthip 
for the multitude, employed their talents in contriving 
edifices that ſhould be cool; and, for this purpoſe, 
nothing could be better adopted than thoſe buildings; 
vaſt, narrow, dark, and lofty, impervious to the ſun- 
beans and having little communication with the ſcorch« 
ed external atmoſphere ;z but ever affording a refreſh- 
ing coolneſs, like ſubterranean cellars in the heats of 
ſummer, or natural caverns in the bowels of huge 
mountains. But nothing could be more prepoſterous, 
than to imitate ſich a mode of architecture in a coun- 
try like England, where the climate 1s cold, and the 
air eternally loaded with vapours; and where, of con- 
ſequence, the builder's intention ſhould be to keep the 
people dry and warm For my part, I never entered 
the Abbcy-church at Bath but once, and the moment 
I ſtept over the threſhold, I found myſelt chilled to 
the very marrow of my bones When we conſider, 
that in our churches, in general, we brezthe a groſs 
ſtagnated air, ſurcharged with damps from vaults, 
tombs, and charnel- houſes, may we not term them fa 


many magazines of rheums, created for the benefit 


of the medical faculty ? and ſafely aver, that more bo- 
dies are loſt, than fouls ſaved, by going to church, in the 
winter eſpecially, which may be ſaid to engrols eight 
months in the year. I ſhould be glad to know, what of- 
ence it would give to tender conſciences, if the houſe of 
God was made more comfortable, or leſs dangerous to the 
health of&alctudinarians; and  hether it would not 
be an encouragement to piety, as well as the ſalvation 
of many lives, if the place of worſhip was well floor- 
ed, wainſcotted, warmed and ventilatsd, and its area 
kept ſacred from the pollution of the dead. The 
practice of burying in churches was the effect of igno- 
rant ſuperliition, influenced by Kknaviſh pricfts, who 
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HUMPHRTYT LINK ER. 6 
W pretended that the devil could have no power over the 
= d-fun&, if he was interred in holy ground; and this, 
W indced, is the only reaſon that can be given for conſe- 


WW cratiog all cemeteries, even at this day. 


The external appearance of an old cathedral cannot 
be but diſpleaſing to the eye of every man, who has 
any idea of propriety and proportion, even though he 


FX may be ignorant of architecture as a ſcience; and the 


long ſlender ſpire puts one in mind of a criminal im- 
paled, with a ſharp Rake riſing up through his ſhould- 
ers Theſe towers, or ſteeples, were likewiſe borrow- 


cd from the Mahometans ; who, having no bells, uſed 


ſuch minarets for the purpoſe of calling the people to 


prayers They may be of further uſe, however, 


> for making obſervations and ſignals; but I would vote 
* g 8 3 


for their being diſtinct from the body of the church, 
becauſe they ſerve only to make the pile more barbarous, 
or Saracencial. 

There is nothing of this Arabic architecture in the 
Aſſembly Room, which ſeems to me to have been built 
upon a deſign of Palladio, and might be converted in- 
to an elegant place of worſhip ; but it is but indiffe- 
rently contrived for that fort of idolatry which 1s per- 
tormed in it at preſent: the grandevr of the ſane gives 
a diminutive effect to the little painted divinities that 
are adored in it, and tne company, on a ball- night, 
muſt look like an aſſembly. of fantaſtic. fairies, revelling 
by moon-light among the columns ef a Grecian-teme 

2 a 
Scarborough ſeems to be falling off, in point of re- 
putation—All theſe places (Bath excepted) have their 
vogue, ang then the fathion chances—1 am perſuaded, 
there are fifty ſpaws in England as efficaciouas and ſa— 
lutary as that of Scaboiough, though they have not 
yet riſen to fame; and, perhaps, never will, unleſs 
tome medical encomiaſt ſhould find an intereſt in diſ- 
plaving their viitues to the public view—Be that as it 
may, r-courſe will always be had to this place for the 
euvnven:cnce of fea bathing, while this practice prevails z 

A 3 unt 
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but it were to be wiſhed, they would make the beach 
more acceſſible to invalids. 

I have here met with my old acquantance, H t, 
whom you have often heard me mention as one of the 
moſt original characters upon earth -I firſt knew him 
at Venice, and afterwards ſaw him in different parts of 
Italy, where he was well known by the nick- name of 
Cavallo Bianco, from his appearing always mounted 
on a pale horſe, like Death in the Revelations. Vou 
muſt remember the account I once gave you of x cu- 
rious diſpute he had at Conſtantinople, with a couple 
of Turks, in defence of the Chriſtian religion; a 
piſpute from which he acquired the epithet of Demon- 
ftrator—The truth is, H t owns no religion but 
that of nature ; but, on this occaſion, he was ſtimulated 
to ſhew his parts, for the honour of his country 
Some years ago, being in the Campidogho at Rome, 
he made up to the buſt of Jupiter, and, bowing very 
low, exclaimed in the Italian language, „“I hope, fir, 
© if ever you get your head above water again, you 
* will remember that I paid my reſpects to you in 
4 your adverſity.” This ſally was reported to the 
cardinal Camerlengo, and by him laid before pope 
Benedict XIV. who could not help laughing at the 
extravagance of the addreſs, and fad to the cardinal, 
© Thoſe Engliſh heretics think they have a right to go 
& to the devil their own way.“ | 8 

Indeed H—t was the only Engliſhman I ever knew, 
who had reſolution enough to hve in his own way, in 
the midſt of foreigners ; for, neither in drets, digt, 
cuſtoms, or convertation, did he deviate one tittle from 
the manner in which he had been brought vp, Abon! 
twelve years ago, he began a Giro or circui., Which 
he thus performed—At Naples, where he fixed his 
head-quarters, he embarked for Marſeilles, from 
whence he travelled with a Verturin to Antibes 
There he took his pailage to Genoa and Lerici; from 
which laſt place he proceeded by the way of Cambrati- 
na, to Piſa and Florence—After having halted ſome 
time in this metropolis, he ſet out with a Veiturino for 

Rome, 


4 


* 4 * 
on Ry 
* Fs 2 we "7 a 

a 2 


« 


* 
pr LL. 
"= hs 


; — 0 — * 2 2 


+ 


1 


— I 


— 2 2 


* 
1 
* 


* * 


HUMPHRY CLINKER 7 


Rome, where he repoſed himſelf a few weeks, and then 
Tontinued his route for Naples, in order to wait for the 
next opportunity of embarkation—Atter having twelve 
times deſcribed this circle, he lately flew off at a tan- 
gent to viſit ſome trees at his country-houſe in England, 
' ZFWhich he had planted above twenty years ego, after the 
plan of the double colonade in the piazza of St. Peter's 
2 Rome He came hither to Scarborough, to pay 
his reſpects to his noble friend and former pupil, the 
M of G——, and forgetting that he is now turned 
of ſeventy, ſacrificed ſo liberally to Bacchus, that next 
"day he was ſeized with a fit of the apoplexy, which has 


1 1 


9 


a little impaired his memory; but he retains all the od- 
dity of his character in perfection, and is going back 


to Italy, by the way of Geneva, that he may have a 

conference with his friend Voltaire, about giving the 

laſt blow to the Chriſtian ſuperſtition—He intends to 

take ſhipping here for Holland or Hamburgh ; for it is 

A matter of great indifference to him at what part of 
the continent he firſt lands. 

When he was going abroad the laſt time, he took his 
paſſage in a ſhip bound for Leghorn, and his baggage 
was actually embarked. In going down the river by 
water, he was by miſtake put on board of another 
veſſel under fail; and, upon inquiry, underſtood the 
as bound to Peterſburgh „ Peterſburgh, — Peter- 


8 1 % 


© ſburgh—(faid he) I don't care if I go along with 
e you.” He forthwith {truck a bargain with the cap- 


tain; bought a couple of ſhirts of the mate, and was 
ſafe conveyed to the court of Mulcovy, from whence he 
= travelled by land to receive his baggage at Leghorn— 
7 He is now more likely than ever to execute a whim 
of the ſame nature; and I will hold any wager, that 
as he cannot be ſuppoſed to live much longer, accord- 


4 
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* 


ing to the courſe of nature, his exit will be as odd as 
his life has been extravagant“ 


But, 


— 


PP his gentleman croſied the ſea to France, viſited 
aud conferred with Mr. de Voltaire at Fernay, reſumed 
uf A 4 his 
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4 
l 165 
1 


5 Tus: EXPEDITION or *s 
But, to return from one humoriſt to another; you ip 
muſt know I have received benefit, both from the cha- 
Iybeate and the ſea, and would have uſed them longer, . *m 
had not a moſt ridiculous adventure, by making me al 
the town-talk, obliged me to leave the place; for ! 
can't bear the thoughts of affording a ſpectacle to the med 
multitude—Yeſterday morning, at fix o'clock, I went t 
down to the bathing-place attended by my ſervant 28 b 
Clinker, who waited on the beach as uſual The in 
wind blowing from the north, and the weather being . 
hazy, the water proved fo chill, that when I roſe from ih 
my firſt plunge, I could not help ſobbing and bawling * | 
out, from the effects of the cold. Clinker, who heard 
me cry, and ſaw me indiſtintly a good way without 
the guide, buffeting the waves, took it for granted 1 
was drowning, and ruſhing into the ſea, clothes and 
all, overturned the guide in his hurry to ſave his maſ- 77 
ter. I had ſwam out a few-ſtrokes, when hearing a 
noiſe, I turned about and ſaw Clinker, already to his 
neck, advancing towards me, with all the wildneſs - 7 


of terror in his aſpet—Afraid he would get out of 
his depth, I made haſte to meet him, when, all of a 
ſudden, 4 


1 —— INE 


his old circuit at Genoa, and died in 1767, at the houſe 
of Vanini in Florence. Being taken with a ſuppreſſion 
of urine, he reſolved, in imitaticn of Pomponius Atti- 
cus, to take himſelf off by abſtinence; and this reſolu- 
tion he executed like an ancient Roman. He ſaw com- 
pany to the laſt, cracked his jokes, converſcd freely, and 
entertained his gueſts with muſic. On the third day of 
his faſt, he found himſelf entirely freed of his com- 
plaint; but refuſed taking ſuſtenance, He faid the 
molt diſagreeable part of the voyage was paſt, and he 
ſhould be a curſed fool indeed, to put about the ſhip, 
when he was juſt entering the harbour. In thete ſen- 
timents he perſiſted, without any marks of affectation, 
and thus finiſhed his courſe wth ſuch caſe and ſerenity, i 
as would have done honour to the firmeſt Stoic of an- 
tiquity. f | 
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u * dden, he ſeized me by one car, and dragged me 
pellowing with pain upon the dry beach to the aſtoniſh- 
ment of all the people, men, women and children there 
10 i —_—C 
I "XZ I was ſo exaſperated by the pain of my ear and the 
iſgrace of being expoſed in ſuch an attitude, that, in 
the fiſt tranſport, 1 ſtruck him down; then running 
/ into the ſea, took ſhelter, in the machine where 
[- my clothes had been depoſited. T ſoon recollected myſelf 
*ſo far as to do juſtice to the poor fellow who. in great 
M kaplicity of heart, had acted from motives of fidelity and 
afſſection— Opening the door of the machine, whic hn was 
95 immediately drawn on ſhore, Ia ki :: ſtanding by the 
heel, dropping like a water-work, ani trembling 
| 7 om head to foot; partly from cold, and partly from 
oÞ the dicad of having ofiended his maker I made my 
acknowledgments for the blow he had received, aflured 
= him 1 was not angry, and mitted pon his going home 
75 A mme. diate! !Y, to ſhift his clot nes: a command Which he 
could hardly find in his heart to execute, ſo well diſ- 
poſed was he to furniſh the mob with further entertain— 
ment at my expence. Ciinber's intention was lauda- 
= ble without all doubt, bit nevertheieis, I am a ſuffer- 
er by his ſimplicity-— I have had a burning- heat, and 
a ſtrange bu: ing none in that ear, ever lince it was 
P 4 Þ roughly treated; and I cannot walk the ſtreet with- 
ö out being pointed at, as the monſter that was hauled 
naked alhote upon the beach—Well, I athrm that fol- 
ly is often more pr ovoking than knavery, aye and 
more miſchievous too; and whether a man had not 
# hotter chooſe a ſenſihle rogue, than an honeſt iunple- 
ton ior his ſervant, is no matter of doubt with 
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To Sir WaTKIN PHILLIPS, BART. OF IESVS 
COLLEGE, OXON, 


DEAR WATT, 
WE made a precipitate retreat from Scarborough, 
owing to the exceſs of delicacy of our '{quire, whe 
cannot bear the thoughts of being pretereuntizm di- 
£110 monſtratus. 
One morning, while he was bathing in the fea, his 
man Clinker took it into his head that his maſter was 
in danger of drowning ; and, in this conceit, plung- 
ing into the water, he lugged him out naked on the 
beach, and almoſt pulled off his car in the operation. 
You may gueſs how ts atchievement was reliſhed by 
Mr. Bramble, who is impatient, iraſcible, and has the 
molt extravagant ideas of decency and decorum in the 
economy of his own perſon—In the firſt ebuli:tivn of 
his choler, he knocked Clinker down with his fiſt; 
but he af.erwards made him amends for this outrage, 
and, in order to avoid the further notice of the people, 
among whom this incident had made him remarkable, 
he reſolved to leave Scarborough next day. 
We ſet out accordingly over the moors, by the way 
of Whitby, and began our journey betimes, in hopes 
of reaching Stockton that night; but in this hope we 
were diſappointed—In the afternoon, crofling a deep 
gutter made by a torrent, the coach was fo hard ſtrain- 
ed, that one of the irons which connect the frame, 
ſnapt, and the leather fling on the fame fide, cracked 
in the middle——The ſhock was fo great, that my 
ſiſter Tiddy ftruck her head againſt Mrs. Tab:tha's 
noſe with fuch violence that the blood flowed : and Win. 
Jenkins was darted through a ſmall window, in that 
art of the carriage next the horſes, where ſhe ſtuck 
Pe a bawd in the pillory, till ſhe was\ relealed by the 
hand of Mr, Bramble, We were eight miles diſtant 
| trom 
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HUMPHRY CLINK ER. Tt 
ſrom any place where we could be ſupplied with chaiſes, 
anch it was impoſſible to proceed with the coach until 

, the damage ſhould be repaired In this dilemma, 
"we diſcovered a black-ſmith's forge on the edge of a 
+ ſm:ll common, about half a mile from the ſcene of 
Hur diſaſter, and thither the poſtilions made a ſhift to 
draw the carriage {lowly, while the company walked 
a- ſoot; but we found the black-ſmith had been dead 
1 ſome days; and his wife, who had been lately deliver- 
ed, was deprived of her ſenſes, under the care of a 
> nurſe, hired by the pariſh. We were exceedingly mor- 
tified at this diſappointment, which, however, was 
© ſurmounted by the help of Humphry Clinker, who is 
a a ſurpriſing compound of genius and ſimplicity. Find-. 
ing the tools of the defunct, together with ſome coals 
7 in the ſmithy, he unſerewed the damaged iron in a 
twinkling, and, kindling a fire, united the broken 
pieces with equal dexterity and diſpatch —— While he 
was at work upon this operation, the poor woman in 
the ſtraw, ſtruck with the well-known found of the 
hammer and anvil, ſtarted up, and, notwithſtanding 
all the nurſe's efforts, came running into the ſmithy, 
where, throwing her arms about Clinker's neck, “Ah, 
„Jacob! (cried ſhe) how could you leave me in ſuch 

= © a conditon, | 
This incident was too pathetic to occaſion mirth—it 
brought tears into the eyes of all preſent. The poor 
widow was put to bed again; and we did not leave the 
village without doing ſomething for her benefit Even 
Pabitha's charity was awakened on this occaſion. As 
for the tender-hearted Humphry Clinker he hammered 
tze iron and wept at the ſame time—But his ingenu- 


. "Y 
N * 

8 

#4 
* * 


ty was not confined to his own province of farrier and 
black-ſmith—it was neceſſary to join the leather ſling, 
which had been broke; and this ſervice he likewiſe 
performed, by means of a broken aw], which he new- 
2 and cee a little hemp which he ſpun into 

ingels, and 4 few tacks which he made for the pur- 
pole—Upon the whole, we were in a condition to yy 
Cece 


12 TBT EXPEDITION or 


ceed in a little more than one hour ; but even this de- 
lay obliged us to paſs the night at Giſborough Next 
day we croſſed the Tees at Stockton, which is a neat 
agreeable town ; and there we reſolved to dine, with 
purpoſe to he at Durham. 

Whom ſhould we meet in the yard, when we alighted 
but Martin the adventurer Having handed out the la- 
dies, and conducted them into an apartment, where he 
paid his compliments to Mrs. Tabby, with his uſual 
addreſs, he begged leave to ſpeak to my uncle in ano- 
ther room and there in ſome confuſion, he made an 

apology for having taken the liberty to trouble him with 
A letter at Stevennge. He exprefied his hope, that Mr. 
Bramble had beſtowed tome conſideration on his unhap- 
py caſe, and repeated his deſire of being taken into his 
ſervice. 

My uncle, calling me into the room, told him, that 
we were both very well inclined to rejicne him trom 4 
way of life that was equally dangerous and dithonouy- 
able; and that he ſhould have no ſcruples in truſting to 
his gratitude and fidelity if he had any employment tor 
him, which he thought would tuit his qualifications 
and his ciicumſtances: but that all the departments 
he had mentioned in his letter were filled up by perſons 
of whoſe condut he had no reafon to complain z - of 
conlequence he could not without injuttice, deprive any 
one of them of his bread-—-Neverthel-(s, he declargd 
himſelf ready to aſſiſt him in any feaſible projet, either 
with his purſe or credit. 


Martin ſeeme deeply touched at this declaration— 


The tear ſtarted in his eye, while he faid, in a faulter— 
ing accent“ Worthy fir your generoſity oppreſſes 
«© me--I never dreamed of troubling you for any pe- 


„% cuniary aſſiſtance indeed I have no occaſion—I 


< have been ſo lucky at billiards and betting in diffe- 
© rent places, at Buxton, Harrigate, Scarborough, 
„ and Newcaſtle races, that my ſtock in ready- money 
c amounts to three hundred pounds, which I would 
villingly employ in proſecuting ſome honeſt ſcheme 
* of life; but my friend, juſtice Buzzard, has fet to 
| % many 
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XZ © many tprings for my life, that I am under the ne- 
„ ceflity of either retiring immediately to a remote 
= © part of the country, where I can enjoy the protec- 
tion of ſome generous patron, or of quitting the 


kingdom altogether It is upon tl.“ alternative 


that I now beg leave to aſk your advice I have had 
information of all your route, ſince I had the ho- 
„ nour to ſte yon at Stevenage 3 and ſnppoling you 


„% would come this way from Scarborough, I came 


„ hither laſt night from Darlington, to pay you my 
| © reſpects” 


& jt would be no difficult matter to provide vou 


te with an aſylum in the country Gcplicd my uncle z) 


„% but a life of indolence and obſcurity would not 
& uit with your active and enterprizing diſpoſ:tion— 
« would therefore adviſe you to try your fortune 
„in the Eait Indies—T will give you a letter to a 
«© friend in London, who will recommend you to the 
& dnection, for a commillion in the company's ſcr- 
„% vice; and if that cannot be obtained, you will at 
© at leaſt he received as a volunteer —— in which caſe, 
«© you may pay for your paſſage, and J ſhall under- 
„take to procure you ſuch credentials, that you will 
« not be long without a commiſſion.“ | on 

Martin embraced the propoſal with great eagerneſs ; 
it was therefore reſolved, that he ſhouid fell his horſe, 
and take a paſlage by ſea for London, to execute the 
project without delay—lIn the mean time he accompa- 
nied us to Durham, where we took up our quarters 
fur the rignt—Here, being furniſhed with letters from 
my uncle, he took his leave of us, with ftrong ſymp- 
toms of gratitude and attachment, and fer out for Sun- 
derland, in order to embark in the firſt collier bound 
tor the river Thames. He had not been gone half an 
hour, when we were joined by another character, 
winch promiſed ſomething ſo extraordinary A tall, 
meegre figure, anſwering, with his horſe the deſcripti- 
on of Don Quixote mounted an Rozinante, appeared. 
in the twilight at the inn door, while my aunt and 
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Liddy ſtood at a window in the dining-room— He 
wore a coat, the cloth of which had once been ſcarlet, 
trimmed with Brandenburgs, now totally deprived of 
their metal, and he had holfter-caps and houſing of 
the ſame ſt f and ſame antiquity. Perceiving ladies 
at the window above, he endeavoured to dilmount with 
the molt graceful air he could aſſume; hut the ofiler 
neglecting to hold the ſtirrup when he wheeled off his 
right foot, and ſtood with his whole weight on the 
other, the girth untortunately gave way, the ſad- 
dle turned, down came the cavalier to the ground, and 
his hat and periwig falling off, diſplayed a head- piece 
of various colours, patched and plaiſtered in a woeful 
condition—The Jadies, at the window above, ſhrieked 
with affright, on the ſuppoſition that the ſtranger had 
received ſome notable damage in his fall; but the 
greateſt injury he had ſuſtained aroſe from the diſhonour 
of his deſcent, aggravated by the diſgrace of expoling 
the condition of his cranium; for certain plebeians 
that were about the door, laughed aloud, in the belief 
that the captain had got either a ſcald head, or a broken 
head, both equally opprobrious. 

He forthwith leaped up in a fury, and ſnatching one 
of his piſtols, threatened to put the oftler to death, when 
another ſquall from the women checked his reſentment. 
He then bowed to the window, while he kiſſed the 
butt-end of his piſtol, which he replaced ; adjuſting 
his wig in great confuſion, and led his horſe into the 
ſtable — By this time FE had come to the door, and 


ſented itſelf. to my view — He would have meaſured 
above ſix feet in height, had he ſtood upright ; but he 
ſtooped very much; was very narrow in the ſhoulders, 
and very thick in the calves of his legs, which were 
caſed in black ſpatterdaſhes — As for his thighs, they 
were long and ſlender, like thoſe of a graſshopper ; 
his face was, at leaſt, half a yard in length, brown 


and ſhrivelled, with projecting cheek-bones, little 
grey 


could not help gazing at the ſtrange figure that pre- 


7 rey eyes on the greeniii hue, a large hook-noſe, a 


1 þ 
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Pointed chin, a mouth from ear to car, very il! "Sh 
Piſhed with tecth, and a high, narrow fore- head, - 
el! furrowed with wiinkles. His horſe was exactly 
Þ the ſtile of its rider; a reſurrection of dry bones, 
which (as we afterwards learned) he valued exceced- 
gy, as the only preſent he had ever received in his 
fe. 

3 Having ſeen this favourite ſteed properly accom- 
Podated in the ſtable, he ſent up his compliments to 


the ladies, begging permiiſion o thank them in per ſon 


for the marks of concern they! nad ſlewn at his diſaſter 


n the court- yard — As the "ſquire {nd they could not 


Alccently decline his viſit, he was ſhewn vp ſtairs, and 


paid his reſpects in the Scotch dialeet, with much for- 
Wality — << Laddies, (iaid he) perhaps you may be 


* ſcandaleezed at the appearance my heed made, when 


it was uncovered by accident; but J can ſture you, 
the condition you ſaw it in, is neither the effects 
of diſeaſe, nor of drunkenneſs; but an honeit 
'* car received in the ſervice of my country.“ He 
then gave us to underſtand, that having been wounded 


at Ticonderoga, in An: N a party of Indians rifled 


him, ſcalped him, broke his fcull with the blow of 


a tumakawk, and left 10 tor dend on the feld of 
battle; but that being. afterwards tound with ſigns of 


LY 


A 


ris he had been cured in the French boſpital, though 
ze loſs of ſubſtance could net be repaued; fo that 


A the ſcull was leit naked in fevaal places, 2d theſe he 


covered with patches. 


" 
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There is no hold by which an 9 Engliſhman 1 is ſooner 
taken than that of compthon-— We were immediately 


; gee preg in behalf of this veteran-— Even Tabby's 


heart was melicd 3 but her pity was warmed with 
indignation, when we learned, that in the courſe of 
two {anguina:y wars, he had been wounded, maimed, 

mutilatcll, taken, and enflayed, without ever having 
attained a higher tank than that of licutenant — My 
uncle's eves gleamed, and his neither hp quiyerec 

While HG exclauncd, 8 4 von to God, ſir, or Cale 
18 
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sis a reproach to the ſervice — The injuſtice you have MF: 
met with is ſo flagrant—** © I mutt crave your par- 


& den, fir, (cried the other interrupting him) Icom 
„plain of no injuſtice — I purchaſed an enſigncy 

* thirty years ago; and, in the courſe of ſervice, roſe 

* to be a lientenant, according to my ſeniority — 

*« But in ſuch a length of time, (reſumed the *ſquire) 

% you muſt have ſeen a great many voung officers put 

% over your head — * Nevertheleſs, (ſaid he) L 
© have no cauie to murmur — They bought their pre- e 
& ferment with their money — I had no money to carry. 
% to makert —that was my misfortune; but no body 
„ was to blame — © What! no friend to advance a a 
% {am of money ?” (ſaid Mr. Bramble.) “* Perhaps, WW 
«© I might have borrowed money for the purchale of MM 
& a company (anſwered the other;) but that jonn 
4 mu{: have been refunded; and I did not chooſe to n 
&* mncumber myſelf with a debt of a thonſand pound, h 
« to be paid from an income of ten ſhillings a-day.'" 
* So you have ſpent the beſt part of your life, (cried ; 
„ Mr. Bramble) your yonth, your blood, and your N 
& conſtitution, amidſt the dangers, the ditficulties, zhe * 
© horrors and hardſhips of war, for the conſideration < 
© of three or four ſhillings a-day a coniideration 
&« .—” Sir, (replied the Scot, with great warmth) 

«c 


you are the man that does me injuſtice, if you tay = 

& or think I have been aQuuated by any ſuch pul- 
try conhderation—1I am a gentleman 3 and en- | 

© tered the ſervice as other gentlemen do, with ſuch 

« hopes and ſentiments as honourable ambition in- 

& ſpires — If I have not been lucky in the lottery of 

66 life, ſo neither do 1 think myſelf unfortunate —- 

« owe no man a farthing; I can always command 

6% a clean ſhirt, a mutton-chop, and a truſs of ſtraw; 

& and when I die, I ſhall leave effects ſufficient to 

ce detray the expence of my burial.” 
My uncle aſſured him, he had no intention to give 

him the leaſt offence, by the obſervations he had made; 

but, on the contrary, ſpoke from a ſentiment of friendly 3X 

regard to his intereſt — The lieutenant thanked wm : 
g it! 


„ * 


„ — * * * — 
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ich a ſtiffneſs of civility, which nettled our old gentle- 
pan, who perceived that his moderation was all af- 
ected; for, whatſoever his tongue might declare, his 
whole appcarance denoted diflatistaction — In ſhort, 
*Fithout pretending to judge of his military merit, I 
Mink I may aftirm, that this Caledonian is a ſelf- 
FEonceited pedant, aukward, rude, and diſputacious — 
He has had the benefit of a ſchool- education, ſeems to 
have read a good number of books, his memory is 
tenacious, and he pretends to ſpeak ſeveral different 
languages; but he is ſo addicted to wrangling, that he 
will cavil at the cleareſt truths, and, in the pride of 
argumentation, attempt to reconcile contradictions — 
Whether his addreſs and qualifications are really of 
*that ſtamp which is agreeable to the taſte of our aunt, 
Mrs. Tabitha, or that indefatigable maiden is deter- 
mined to ſhoot at every ſort of game, certain it is ſhe 
has begun to practiſe upon the heart of the lieutenant, 
who favoured us with his company to ſupper. 

I have many other things to ſay of this man of war, 
Which I ſhall communicate in a poſt or two; mean 
while, it is but reaſonable that you ſhould be mdulg- 
ed with ſome reſpite from thoſe weary lucubrations of 


1 yours, 
Neweaſtle upon Tyne, 
I July 19. | J. MELFORD, 


13 Tur EXPEDITION or 4 . 
FVV 
To Sir WaTKINV PHILLIiPs, Bart. of Jesus 5 


COLLEGE, OXO. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 


IN my laſt I treated you with a high flavoured diſh, 
in the character of the Scotch lieutenant, and I muſt 
preſent him once more for your entertainment. It was 
our fortune to feed upon him the beſt part of three 
days; and I do not doubt that he. will. ſtart again in 
our way before we ſhall have finiſhed our northern 
. Excurſion. The day after our meeting with him at 

Durham proved ſo tempeſtuous that we did not chooſe 
to proceed on our journey; and my uncle perſuaded * 
him to ſtay till the weather ſhould clear up, giving # 
him, at the ſame time, a general invitation to our # 

6 
40 
40 


Sn > © 
2 T 


meſs. The man has certainly gathered a whole budget 
of ſhrewd obſervations, but he brings them forth in 
fuch an ungracious manner as would be extremely $ 
diſguſting, if it was not marked by that characte- 
riſtic oddity -which never fails to attract the atten- 
tion. — He and Mr. Bramble diſcourſed, and even p 
diſputed, on different ſubjects in war, policy, the 
belles lettres, law, and metaphyſics; and ſometimes Mfq 
they were warmed into ſuch altercation as ſeemed to þ 
n 
þ 
r 
0 
1 
\ 
, 


threaten an abrupt diſſolution of their ſocicty; but 
Mr. Bramble ſet a guard over his own iraſcibility, the 
more vigilantly as the officer was his gueſt; and when, 
In ſpight of all his efforts, he began to wax warm, 
the other prudently cooled in the ſame proportion. 
Mrs. Tabitha chancing to accoſt her brother by the 
familiar diminutive of Matt, “ Pray, fir, (hid the 
4% lieutenant) is your name Matthias?” You muſt % 
know, it is one of our uncle's foibles to be aſhamed 
of his name Matthew, becauſe it is puritanical; and 
this queſtion chagrined him fo much, that he anſwer- 
ed, © No, by G- d! ina very abrupt tone of diſ- 3 
| pleaſure. 


* 
i 
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& ſure, — The Scot took umbrage at the manner of 


i} reply, and briſtling up, © It I had known (ſaid 


he) that you did not care to tell your name, I ſhould 
not have aſked the queſtion — The leddy called you 


Matt, and I naturally thought it was Matthias ; — 


perhaps, it may be Methuſelah, or Metrodorus, or 
or Metellus, or Mathurinus, or Malthinnus, or 


Matamoros, or—” © No, (cried my uncle laugh- 


@ ins) it is neither of thoſe, captain: — my name is 
Matthew Bramble, at your ſervice. — The truth 
is, I have a fooliſh pique at the name of Matthew, 
# becauſe it favours of thoſe canting hypocrites, Who, 
in Cromwell's time, chriſtened all their children b 
names token from the ſcripture.” — “ A foolith 
F pique, indeed, (cried Mrs. Tabby) and even fin- 
ful, to fall out with your name becauſe it is taken 
# from holy writ. — I would have you to know, you 


# was called after great-uncle Matthew ap Madoc ap 
Meredith, eſquire, of Llanwyſthin, in Montgomery- 


# ſhire, juſtice of the qzcrum, and cruſiy ruttleorumy 
# 2 gentleman of great worth and property, deſcend- 
« ed in a ſtrait line, by the female ide, from Llewellyn, 
« prince of Wales.“ 

his genealogical anecdote ſeemed to make ſome im- 
eſſion upon the North-Briton, who bowed very low 
the deſcendants of Llewellyn, and obſerved that he 
Jimſclf had the honour of a ſcriptural nomination, 
The lady expreſſing a defire of knowing his addreſs, 
"Fe ſaid, he ſtoned himſelf Licutenant Obadiah Lif- 
Mahago; and, in order to aſſiſt her memory, he pre- 
Fnicd her with a flip of paper inſcribed with theſe 
Erce words, which ſhe repeated with great emphaſis, 


* 


geclating, it was one of the moſt noble and ſouorous 
James ſue nad ever heard, He obſerved that Obadiah 
Pas an adventitious appellation, derived from his great 


J - 4» 
Frand- father, who had been one of the original co— 


enanters; but Liſmahago was the family ſurname, 
Fen from a place in Scotland to called. He likewiſe 
ZF:©pped ſome hivts about the antiquity of his pecligree, 


adding 


* 


o 
IF 


20 Txt EXPEDITION or bs. 
atding, with a ſmile of ſelf-denial, Sed genvs 5h 
proaws, ef que non fecimus iht, cin ea noflira won, 
which quotation he explained jn deference to ti. 
ladies; and Mrs. Tabitha did not fail to compliment 
him on his modeſty in waving the merit of his an- 
ceſtry, adding, that it was the leſs neceilary to lim, 
as he had ſuch a conſiderable fund of his own. She 
now began to glew herſelf to his favour with the 

| groſſeſt adulation. — She expatiated upon the anti- 

| quity and virtues of the Scottiſh nation, upon their 6 


* 


ralour, probity, learning, and politeneſs.— She even 
deſcended to encomiums on his own perſonal addrels, 
his gallantry, good ſenſe and erudition. — She ap- 
pealed to her brother, whether the captain was not the 
very image of our couſin governor Griffith. — She dil- 
covered a ſurprizing eagerneſs to know the particulars 


| of his life, and aſked a thouſand queſtions concerning 

| | his atchievements in war; all which Mr. Liſmahago bt 
| anſwered with a fort of jeſuitical reſerve, attecting 2 a 1 
reluctance to ſatisfy hcr c rioſity on a ſubject that con- 

cerned his own explc 'Þ 
By dint of her inte, gations, however, we learned, 1 


that he and enſign Murphy had made their eſcape from 
the French hoſpital at Montreal, and taken to th: 
woods, in hope of reaching ſome Englith ſettlement; 
but miltaking their route, they fell in with a party of 
Miamis, who carried them away in captivitv. The 
| intention of theſe Indians was to give one of themes 
| | an adopted jon to a vencrabie ſachem, who ha log 
| his own in the courſe of the war, and to ſacrifice the 
| other according to the cuſtom of the country. Nur 
phy, as being the younger, and handſomer of the two, 
was deſigned to fill the place of the deccaſed, not only 
as the lon of the ſachem, but as the ſpouſe of a beauti- 78 
ful ſquaw. to whom his predeceſſor had been betroth- "8 
ed; but in paſſing through the different whigwhams 8 
or villages of the Miamis, poor Mur, hy was to 
mangled by the women and children, who have the 
rivilege of torturing all peitoners in their paſſage, tha, 8 
by the time they arrived at the place of the tachem:s J 
| reſidence, 


| 
| 
| 
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Set, adence, he was rendered altogether unfit for the 
th: Nurpoſes of marriage: it was determined therefore, in 
zent e aſſembly of the warriors, that enſign Murphy 
an. Pould be brought to the ſtake, and that the lady 
im, Pould be given to lieutenant Liſmahago, who had like- 


She File received his ſhare of torments, though they had 


the hot produced emaſculation. —A joint of one finger 
iti. Fad been cut, or rather ſawed off with a ruſty Knife; 


zeit ne of his great toes was cruſhed into a maſs betwixt 
ven wo ſtones; ſome of his teeth were drawn, or du 


els, put with a crooked nail; ſplintered reeds had been 
4p. truſt up his noſtrils and other tender parts; and the 
the "Falves of his legs had been blown up with mines of 


li., Funpowder dug in the fleſh with the ſharp point of 
as the tomahawk. 


The Indians themſelves allowed that Murphy died 


g0 with great heroin, ſinging, as his death ſong, the 
> 2 rimmendoo, in concert with Mr. Liſmahago, who 
n- was preſent at the ſolemnity. After the warriors and 

the matrons had made a hearty meal upon the muſcu- 
d, Mar fleſh which they pared from the victim, and had 


applied a great variety of tortures, which he bore with- 
out flinching, an old lady, with a ſharp knife, ſcooped 
7; out one of his eyes, and put a buining coal in the 
of Rocket. The pain of this operation was ſo exquiſite 
ne. Frhat he could not help bellowing, upon which the 
„audience raiſed a ſhout ot exultation, and one of the 
0 Warriors ſtealing behind him, gave him the coup de grace 
he with 2 hatchet, 

> Liſmahago's bride, the ſquaw Squinkinacooſta, diſ- 
iinguithed herſelf on this occaſion.— She ſhewed a 
* 3 great ſuperiority of genius in the tortures which ſhe 
I 


FP | 
ww 


. X contrived and executed with her own hands. — She 
vied with the ſtouteſt warrior in eating the fleſh of the 
1», 1 ſacrificez and after all the other females were fuddled 
oo with dram-drinking, the was not ſo intoxicated but 
e that ſhe was able to play the game of the platter with 
„ ie conjuring ſachem, and aftcrwards go through the 
's 12 w:wuony of her own wedding, Which was conſum- 

A | | mated 
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mated that ſame evening. The captain had lived ver 
happily with this accompliſhed ſquaw for two year; 
during which ſhe bore him a ſon, who is now the 
repreſentative of his mother's tribe; but, at length, 
to his unſpeakable grief, ſhe had died of a fever, oc. 
caſioned by eating too much raw bear, which they 
had killed in a hunting excurſion. 

By this time, Mr. Liſmahago was elected ſachem, 
acknowledged firſt warrior of the Badger tribe, and 
dignified with the name or epitnet of Occacanaſtao. 
garora, which ſignifies nimble as a weaſel; but all 
theſe advantages and honours he was obliged to reſign, 
in conſequence of being exchanged for the orator of 
the community, who had been taken priſoner by the 
Indians that were in alliance with the Engliſh. At 
the peace, he had ſold out upon half-pay, and waz 
returned to Britain, with a view to pals the reſt of 
his life in his own country, where he hoped to find 
ſome retreat where his ſlender finances would afford 
him a decent ſubſiſtence. Such are the out- lines of 
Mr. Liſmahago's hiſtory, to which Tabitha id j-. 
rioufly incline her car; — indeed, ſhe ſeemed to be 
taken with the ſame charms that captivated the heart 
of Deſdemona, who loved the Moor for the dangers be 
bad paſſed. 

The deſcription of poor Murphy's ſufferings, which 
threw my faſter Liddy into a ſwoon, extracted ſom: 
ſighs from the breaſt of Mrs. Tabby: when ſhe un- 
deritood he had been rendered unfit for marriage, ſhe 
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began to ſpit, and ejaculated, “ Jeſus, what cruel 


barbarians!” and ſhe made wry faces at the lady's 
nuptial repaſt; but ſhe was cagerly curious to know 
the particulars of her marriage dreſs; whether ſhe 


wore high-breaſted ſtays or boddice, a robe of {ilk or 3 . 


velvet, and laces of Mechlin or minionette —ſhe ſup- 


poſed, as they were connected with the French, ſhe 


uſed rouge, and had her hair dreſſed in the Pariſian 


faſhion. The captain would have declined giving a i 
categorical explanation of all theſe particulars, obſery- 


ing, in general, that the Indians were too tenaciou 
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Heir own cuſtoms to adopt the modes of any nation what= 


erer: he ſaid, moreover, that neither the ſimplicity 
„Ir their manners, nor the commerce of their country 
he Would admit of thoſe articles of luxury which are 
1, eemed magnificence in Europe; and that they were 
„bo virtuous and ſenſible to encourage the introduction 


cy any faſhion which might help to render them cor- 
Tupt and effeminate. 


m, Theſe obſeryations ſerved only to inflame her deſire 
nd Bf knowing the particulars about which ſhe had en- 
10 Juired; and, with all his evaſion, he could not hel 

all Wiſcc ering the following circumſtances — that his 
u, Princeſs had neither ſhioes, ſtockings, ſllift, nor any 
of Find of linen —that her bridal dreſs conſiſted of a pet- 
he ficcat of red bays, and a fringed blanket, faſtencd 


At bout her ſhoulders with a copper {kewer ; but of or- 
zaments ſhe had a great plenty. — Her hair was curi- 


of uily plaited, and interwoven with bobbins of human 
nd Phone—one eyelid was painted green, and the other - 
14 Fellow; the checks were blue, the lips white, the 
of fecth red, and there was a black liſt drawn down the 


ſe. middle af the forehead as far as the tip of the noſe — 
be couple of gaudy parrot's feathers were ſtuck through 
the diviſion of the nofrils — there was a blue ſtone ſet 


in the chin — her ear-rings conſiſted of two pieces of 
AKickery, of the ſize and ſhape of drumſtics — her arms 

ch Fand legs were adorned with bracelets of wampum — 

me dier breaſt glittered with numerous ſtrings of glaſs beads 

n- ſhe wore a curious pouch, or pocket, of woven 

he Frals, elegantly painted with various colours 

nel About her neck was hung the freſh ſcalp of a Mo- 


y's * warrior, whom her deceaſed lover had lately 
ag 1 ain in battle and, finally, ſhe was anointed from head 


he Fo foot with bear's greaſe, which ſent forth a moſt 
or Y greeable odour. 

p- One would imagine that theſe paraphernalia would 
ha not have been much admired by a modern fine lady 


b dut Mrs. Tah.i!;a was reſolved to approve of all the 
2 1 cap g in's connections — She wiſhed, indeed, the ſquaw 
1 1 d been better provided with linen; but ſhe "her 
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there was much taſte and fancy in her ornaments ; ſhe 


made no doubt, therefore, that madam Squinkinacoolta 
was a young lady of good ſenſe and rare accompliſh- 
ments, and a good chriſtian at bottom. Then ſhe 


. aſked whether his conſort had been high-church or low- 


church, preſbyterian or anabaptiſt, or had been fa- 
voured with any glimmering of the new light of the 
goſpel! When he confeſſed that ſhe and her whole na- 
tion were utter ſtrangers to the chriſtian faith, ſhe 
gazed at him with ſigns of aſtoniſhment, and Hum- 
phry Clinker, who chanced to be in the room, ùttered 
a hollow groan. 

After tome pauſe, “ In the name of God, cap- 
tain Liſmahago, (cried ſhe) what religion do they 
profeſs?”? © As to religion, madam, (anſwered the 
lieutenant) it 1s among thoſe Indians a matter of 
great ſimplicity —they never heard of any A/tance 
te between Church and State, —They, in general, 
e worſhip two contending principles; one the fountain 


60 
cc 
c 
cc 


„ of all Good, the other the ſource of Evil.—the 


% common people there, as in other countries, run 


« into the abſurdities of ſuperſtition ;3 but fenſible 
« men pay adoration to a Supreme Being, who created 
cc and ſuſtains the univerſe.” 4 O! what pity, (ex- 
« clamed the pious Tabby) that ſome holy man has 
«© not been inſpired to go and convert theſe poor 
« heathens!“ 

The lieutenant told her, that while he reſided among 
them, two French miſſionaries arrived, in order to 
convert them to the catholic religion; but when they 
talked-of myſteries and revelations, which they could 
neither explain nor authenticate, and called in the eyi- 
dence of miracles which they believed upon hearſay; 
when they taught, that the Supreme Creator of Hca- 
ven and Earth had allowed his only ſon, his own 
equal in power and glory, to enter the bowels of a 
woman, to be born as a human creature, to be in- 
ſulted, flagellated, and even executed as a malefactot ; 
when they pretended to create God himſelf, to ſwal- 
low, digeſt, revive, and multiply him ad * 

| 5 
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by the help of a little flour and water, the Indians 
were ſhocked at the impiety of their preſumption. — 
They were examined by the aſſembly of the fachems, 

who deſired them to prove the divinity of their miſ- 

bon by ſome miracle. — They anſwered, that it was 
not in their power. If you were really ſent by 
„ Heaven for our converſion, (ſaid one of the ſachems) 


„you would certainly have ſome ſupernatural endow- 
ments, at leaſt you would have the gift of tongues, 


„ in order to explain your doctrine to the different 
„ nations among which you are employed; but you 
are ſo ignorant of our language, that you cannot 
„ expreſs yourſelves even on the moſt triflng ſub- 


1 * feen.“ ; 

2 In a word, the aſſembly were convinced of their 
being cheats, and even ſuſpected them of being ſpies z 
they ordered them a bag of Indian corn a-piece, and 
appointed a guide to conduct them to the frontiers ; 
but the miſſionaries having more zeal than diſeretion, 
EFretuled to quit the vineyard. —They perſiſted in ſaying 
maſs, in preaching, baptizing, and ſquabbling with 
*Zthe conjurors, or prieſts of the country, till they had 
thrown the whole community into confuſion.— Then 
the aſſembly proceeded to try them as impious impoſ- 
tors, who repreſented the Almighty as a trifling, weak, 
capricious being, and pretended to make, unmake 

and reproduce him at plealure: they were, therefore, 
convicted of blaſphemy and ſedition, and condemned 
Ito the ſtake, where they died ftinging ſalve reg ina, in 
2 rapture of joy, for the crown of martyrdom which 
they had thus obtained. 

or In the courſe of this converſation, lieutenant Liſma- 
hago dropt ſome hints by which it appeared he himſelf 
was a free-thinker. Our aunt ſeemed to be ſtartled at . 
certain ſarcaſms he threw out againſt the creed of faint 
R\thanalius,—He dwelt much upon the words, reaſon, 
Ep loſophy, and contradiftion in terms—he bid defiance 
to the eternity of hell-Hre; and even threw ſuch ſquibs 
Wt the unmortality of the ſoul, as ſinged a little the 
Eviikers of Mrs. Tabitha's faith; for, by this time 
3 ſhe 


* 
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ſhe began to look upon Liſmahago as a prodigy ct 15 
learning and ſagacity.—In ſhort, he could be no long 
inſenſible to the advances ſhe made towards his atfec- 
tion; and although there was ſomething repulſive in 
his nature he overcame it ſo far as to make fome r:. 
turn to her civilities. — Perhaps, he thought it would 8 
be no bad ſcheme, in a ſupcrannuated lieutenant on 
half-pay, to effect a conjunction with an old mai, 
who, in all probability, had fortune enough to kecy 
him eaſy and comfortable in the fag-end of his davs._ 8 
An ogling correſpondence forthwith commenced he. 
tween this amiable pair of criginals.——He began 6 
ſweeten the natural acidity of his diſcourſe with the 
treacle of compliment and commendation, He from 
time to time offered her ſnuff, of which he himilelt too 
great quantities, and even made her a prelent cf 1 7 
purſe of filk graſs, woven by the hands of the amiabes 
Squinkinacooſta, who had uſed it as a ſhot-pouch in? 
her hunting-expeditions. "NF 

From Doncaſter northwards, all the windows ofs 
the inns are [crawled with doggrel rhimes, in abuſe 8 
the Scotch nation; and what turprited me very much, 
I did not perceive one line written in the way of rec:i- 
mination— Curious to hear What Lilinaliago woul:! rl 
on this ſubject, I pointed out to him a very fcurri1o11 
epigram againſt his countrymen, which was engraved 


{ 


.. 


on one of the windows of the parlour where we lat. i 
He read it with the moſt ftarched compoſure ; aue 
when I aſked his opinion of the poetry, © It is van 
« terſe and vera poignant (he faid ;) but with the hey 
« of a wat diſh-clout, it might be rendered more cle 
c and parſpicous. I marvel much that ſome mo 
cc dern wit has not publiſhed a collection of theſe c 
« ſays under the title of the Glazic/'s Triumph o 
&« Sacrny the Scot—I'm perſuaded it would be a vari 
cc agreeable offering to the patrivts of London ani 
& Weſtminſter.” When I expreſſed ſome ſurpriz 
that the natives of Scotland, who travel this way, hach 
not broke all the windows upon the road, “ Wii 
« ſubmiſſion, (replied the lieutenant) that were bu 


ce Mallon 
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„ano policy—it would only ſerve to make the ſa- 

g tire the more cutting and ſevere ; and, I think, it is 
© much better to let it ſtand in the window, than have 
© it preſented in the reckoning.” 


49 My uncle's jaws began to quiver with indignation. 
in Eee ſaid, the ſcribblers of ſuch infamous ſtuff deferv- 


11 be ſcourged at the cart's tail for diſgracing their 


"" e Theſe vermin (faid he) do not conſider that they 
es are affording their fellow-{ubjefts, whom they abule, 
4 continual matter of ſelf-gratulation, as well as the 
the means of executing the mott manly vengeance that 
| © can be taken for ſuch low, illiberal attacks. For 
* * my part, I admire the philoſophic forbearance of the 
JUR c 


„ Scots, as much as I deſpiſe the infolence of thoſe 
ee wretched libellers, which is akin to the arrogance of 
the village cock, who never crows but upon his own 
„ dunghill.” The captain, with an affectation of 
candour, obſerved, that men of illibera] minds were 
produced in every ſoil; that in ſuppoſing thoſe were the 
ſientiments of the Engliſh in general, he ſhould pay too 
great a compliment to his own country, which was not 
% of conſequence enough to attract the envy of ſuch a 
_— flouriſhing and powerful people. : 
8 Mrs. Tabby broke forth again in praiſe of his mo- 
deeration, and declared that Scotland was the foil which 
produced every virtue under heaven. When Liſma- 
„an bago took his leave for the night, ſhe aſked her brother 
be if the captain was not the prettieſt gentleman he had 
erer ſeen; and whether there was not ſomething won- 
mol derfully engaging in his aſpe& ?—Mr. Bramble having 
„eyed her ſome time in ſilence, “ Siſter, (ſaid he) the 


( lieutenant is, for aught I know, an honeſt man, 


A 3* 
to 


oy 


ous ui and a good officer he has a conſiderable ſhare of 
_ underſtanding, and a title to more encouragement 
prinf « than ne ſeems to have met with in lite; but I can- 
„“ not, with a ſafe conſcience, aftirm, that he is the 
in“ prettieſt gentleman I ever ſaw; neither can I diſcern 
ba“ any engaging charm in his countenance, which, I 


Pon B 2 ü «© yow 


—— 
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ang at me with a double ſqueeze of ſouring in his af. * 
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„vo to Gad, is, on the contrary, very hard favour. 
& ed and forbidding.” * 

I have endeavoured to ingratiate myſelf with this p 
North-Briton, who is really a curioſity; but be 48 
been very ſhy of my converſation ever ſince I luughed 8 


at his aſſerting that the Engliſh tongue was ſpoke with if 5 
more propriety at Edinburgh than at London. Look. BR 


pet, „If the old defination be true, (ſaid he) tha * 
& riſibility is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of a rati- 
© ona] creature, the Engliſh are the moſt diſtinguiſhed * 
« for rationality of any people I ever knew.” I own- 
ed that the Englith were eaſily ſtruck with any thing 
that appeared ludicrous, and apt to laugh accordingly ; 
but it did not follow, that, becauſe they were more 
given to laughter, they had more rationality than their 
neighbours : I faid, ſuch an inference would be an in- 
jury to the Scots, who were by no means detective in 
rationality, though generally ſuppoied little ſubject to 
the impreſſions of humour. K. 

The captain anſwered, that this ſuppoſition muſt“ 
have been deduced vither from their converſation or XX 


their compoſitions, of which the Engliſh could not poi. 4 
ſibly judge with preciſion, as they "did not underftand Bcc 
the diale&t uſed by the Scots in common diſcourſe, ase. 
well as in their works of humour. When I deſired to Rc 
know what thoſe works of humour were, he mentioned ee 
a conſiderable number of pieces, which he inſiſted ics 
were equal in point of humour to any thing extant in ee 
any language dead or living. He, in particular, re- 
commended a collection of detached poems, in two 

ſmall volumes, intituled, The Ewer-green, and the . 

works of Allan Ramſay, which I intend to provide W 

myſelf with at Edinburgh. — He obſerved, that a ee 
North-Briton is ſeen to a diſadvantage in an Englitl e 


company, becauſe he ſpeaks in a diale d they can't re- 
liſh, and in a phraſeology which they don't underſtand, 
— He theretore finds himſelf under a reſtraint, which is! 
a great enemy to wit and humour. — Theſe are facul- 
ties which never appear in full luſtre, but when tt 7 
min 
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ind is perfectly at eaſe, and, as an excellent writer 
Ways, enjoys ber elbow-room, | 
= He proceeded to explain his aſſertion that the En- 
gliſ language was ſpoken with greater propriety at 
Edinburgh than in London.—He ſaid, what we gene- 
rally called the Scottiſh diale& was, in fact, true, ge- 
0 nuine old Engliſh, with a mixture of ſome French 
terms and idioms, adopted in a long intercourſe betwixt 
the French and Scotch nations: that the modern En- 
I gliſh, from affectation and falſe refinement, had weak- 
t ened, and even corrupted their language, by throwing 
bout the guttural ſounds, altering the pronunciation 
el and the quantity, and diſuſing many words and terms 
of great ſignificance. In conſequence of theſe inno- 
ig Fvations, the works of our beſt poets, ſuch as Chaucer, 
Spencer, and even Shakeſpeare, were become, in ma- 
Tre ny parts, unintelligible to the natives of South-Bri- 
ei Fain, whereas the Scots, who retain the ancient lan- 
1- ZFguage, underſtand them without the help of a gloſſary. 
in e For inſtance, (ſaid he) how have your commentators 
to ee been puzzled by the following expreſſion in the 
% Tempeſt He's gentle, and nat fearful; as if it 
uit ee was a paralogiſm to fay, that being gentle, he muſt 
or F< of courſe be courageous: but the truth is, one of 
01- „„the original meanings, if not the ſole meaning, of 
nd F< that word was, noble, high-minded; and to this day, 
„a Scotch woman, in the ſituation of the young lady 
tao ec in the Tempeſt, would expreſs herſelf nearly in the 
1 26+ ſame terms— Don't provoke him; for being gentle, 
ted ei that is, high-fpirited, he won't tamely bear an in- 
n F< ſult. Spenſer, in the very ſtanza of his Fairy Queen, 
e-“ ſays, 
wo | 
t ' BR - . © A gentle knight was pricking on the plain; 
ide | 
ae which knight, far from being tame and fearful, was 
lil WF ſo ſtout that 


re- 

, & Nothing did he dread, but ever was ydrad.” 
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To prove that we had impaired the energy of our 
language by falſe refinement, he mentioned the follow. 
ing words, which, though widely different in ſignifica- 
tion, are pronounced exactly in the ſame manuer—— i 
wright, write; right, rite; but among the Scots, 
theſe words are as different in pronunciation, as they BY 
are in meaning and orthography z3 and this is the cafe i 
with many others which he mentioned by way of illu- . 
ſtration. He, moreovey; took notice, that we had Ri 
(for what reaſon he could never learn) altered the 
ſound of our vowels from that which is retained by all 
the nations in Europe; an alteration which rendere | 
the -language extremely difficult to foreigners, and 
made it almoſt impracticable to lay down general rules 
for orthography and pronunciation. Belides, the vow. 8a 
els were no longer ſimple ſounds in the mouth of an F+7 
Engliſhman, who pronounced both 1 and % as diph- XR 
thongs. Finally, he affirmed, that we mumbled our 8 
ſpeech with our lips and teeth, and ran the words to- 8 
gether without pauſe or diltinction, in fuch a manner, 
that a fareigner, though he underſtood Engliſh tolern- 8 
bly well, was often obliged to have recourſe to 4 


2 


1 


r 


Scotchman to explain what a native of England had It 
Jail in his own language. * 

The truth of this remark was confirmed by Mr. Pt. 
Bramble from his own experience; but he accountcd Beg) 


for it on another principle. Ile faid, the ſume obfer- e 
vation would hold in all languages; that a Swiſs talk 
ing French was more eaſily underitood than a_Parifian, BF 
by a foreigner who had not made himſelf maſter of 
the language; becauſe every language had its peculiar 


recitative, and it would always require more pains, n 
attention, and practice, to acquire both the words and WR 1 
the muſic, than to learn the words only; and yet no RY! 
body would deny, that the one was imperfect without BP" 
ahe other! he therefore apprehended, that the Scotch- WP" 
man and the Swiſs were better underſtood by learners, e! 
becauſe they ſpoke the words only without the muſic, Fe 


which they could not rehearſe, One would imagiv* “ 


this 
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is check might have damped the North- Briton; but 

W ierved only to agitate his humour for diſputation.— 

Wc aid, if every nation had its own recitative or mu- 

N. the S. had theirs, and the Scotchmen who had 
9 

Mot pet acquired the cadence of the Engliſh, would na- 

rally uſe his own in ſpeaking their language; there- 


0 2 re, if he was better underſtood than the native, his 


WF citative muſt be more intelligible than that of the En- 
um ; of conſequence the dialect of the Scots had an 
2d vantage over that of their fellow ſubjects, and this 
Fas another ſtrong preſumption that the modern En- 
un had corrupted their language in the article of pro- 


4 ZÞunciation. | 
s The lieutenant wa*, by this time, become ſo pole- 
„ ical, that every time he opened his mouth out flew a 
n paradox, which he maintained with all the enthuſiaſin 
Y pf altercation; but all his paradoxes ſavoured ſtrong 
pf a partiality for his own country. He undertonok to 
1 Piove that poverty was a blefling to a nation; that 
x, | % was preferable to Wheat - ur; and that the 
\. F-01ſhip of Cloncina, in temples which admitted both 
us, and every rank of votaries promiſcuoully, was a 
thy ſpecies of idolatry that outraged every idea of de- 
ſicacy and decorum. I did not fo much wonder at his 
r. proaching theſe docrines, as at the arguments, cqual— 
4 By whimical and ingenious, which he adduced in ſup— 


pot of them. 


In fine, heutenant Liſmahago is a curioſity which I 


wh 


Fave not yet ſufficiently peruſed; and therefore I ſhall 


be lorry when we Jote his company, though, God 


knows, there is nothing very amiable in his manner or 


8: {polition.—As he goes directly to the fouth-welt di- 
viſion of Scotland, and we proceed in the road to Ber- 
gIvick, we ſhall part to-morrow at a place called Felton- 
pridge; and, I dare ſay, this ſeparation will be very 


* 


. FErievous to our aunt Mrs. Tabitha, unleſs ſhe has re- 


x cived ſome flattering aſſorance of his meeting her 


„Pain. If I fail in my purpoſe of entertaining you 


with 
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with theſe unimportant occurrences, they will at leaft 
ſerve as exerciſes of patience, for whicli you are in- 
debted to, 


Yours always, 


Marpeth, July 13. J. MELFoR», 1 


See 
To Dr. LEWIS. * 


PEAR DOCTOR, 


In now reached the northern extremity of. 
, and ice, cloſe to my chamber-window, the . 
{weed gliding through the arches of that bridge which 8 
- Connects this ſuburb to the town of Berwick. —York- 

ſhire you have {cen, and therefore I ſhall fay nothing 
of that opulent province. The city of Durham ap- . 
pears like a confuſed heap of Rones and brick, accu- 
mulated fo as to cover a mountain, round which a ri- . 
ver winds its brawiing courſe, The ſtreets are gene- 
rally narrow, dark, and unpleaſant, and many of them 
almoſt impaſhbie in conſequence of their declivity. “ 
The cathedral is a huge gloomy pile; but the clergy 
are well lodged. —The biſhop lives in a princely man- 
ner—the golden prebends keep plentiful tubles—and, | . 
am told, there is ſome good ſociable company in the 
place; but the country, when viewed from the top of WF. 
Gateſhead Fell, which extends to Newcaſtle, exhibits F. 
the higheſt ſcene of cultivation that ever I beheld. As 
for Newcaltle, it lies moſtly in a bottom, on the banks 
of the Tyne, and makes an appearance ſtil] more diſ- 
agreeable than that of Durham; but it is rendered po- 
pulous and rich by induſtry and commerce; and the 
country lying on both ſides the river, above the town, 
yields a delightful proſpect of agriculture and plantat:- 
on. Morpeth and Alnwick are neat, pretty towns, 
and this laſt is famous for the caſtle which has belong: *0 
p ca iT. 


| 
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1 4 ſo many ages to the noble houſe of Piercy, earls of 
EE orthumberland. It is, doubtlels, a large edifice, 
4 ntaining a great number of apartments, and ſands: 
a commanding fituation ; but the ſtrength of it 
ems to have conſiſted not ſo much in its ſite, or the 
„anner in which it is fortified, as in the valour of its 
efendants. 

Our adventures ſince we left Scarborough, are ſcarce 
Forth reciting ; and yet I muſt make you acquainted 
uh my liter Tabby's progreſs in hutband-huntingy 
ter her diſappointments at Bath and London. She 
Jad actually begun to practiſe upon a certain adventur- 
, who was in fact a highwayman by profeſſion 3 but 


"I 

a 

1 =_ 
- 


— 


Fa 


. 1 e had been uſed to ſnares much more dangerous than 
ch * ſue could lay, and eſcaped accordingly.— Then ſhe 


Ppened her batteries upon an old weather-beaten Scotch 


wi ZFHeutenant, called Liſmahago, who joined us at Dur- 
Jam, and is, I think, one of the molt ſingular perſon- 
P* ages lever encountered, —His manner is as harſh as his 


ountenance; but his peculiar turn of thinking, and 
Dis pack of knowledge made up of the remnants of ra- 
Flies, rendered his converſation deſirable, in ſpite of 
a” pedantry and ungracious aidreſs.—I have often 
Vet with a crab-apple in a hedge, which I have been 
87 empted to eat for its flavour, even while I was dif- 
n- = . . 0 =. . Bhs pe - 
Muſted by its auſterity. The ſpirit of contradiction is 
Paturally fo ſtrong in Liſmahago, that I believe in my 
of Pulcience he has rummaged, and read, and ſtudied 

ich indefatigable attention, in order to qualify him- 

lt to retute eſtabliſhed maxims, and thus raiſe tro— 
As 3 hies 3 * 4+ * » „ MT, . 

hies for the gratification of -polemical pride. Such is 


. 
9 


KS . 5 | * 

110 de aſperity of his ſelf-conceit, that he will not even 
2 aquielſce in a tranſient compliment made to his own in— 
the! widual in particular, or to his country in general. 


When I obſerved, that he mutt have read a vaſt 
Sumter of books to be able to dilcourte on ſuch a ya- 
ety of ſubjects, he declared he had read little or no- 
ung, and aſked how he ſhould find bouks among the 


* oods of America, where he had ſpent the greatelt 


DS, 


g * et 4 MW 


rt of lis life, My nepliew remarking that the Scots 
in 


14 
1 
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in general were famous for their learning, he deniel 
the imputation, and defied him to prove it from their 
works.—“ The Scots (ſaid he) have a flight tinfture i 
4% of letters, with which they make a parade among 
« people who are more illiterate than themſelves; but 
« they may be ſaid to float on the ſurface of ſcience, 
and thev have made very ſmall adyances in the uſe. 8 
« ful arts.” At jeaſt, (cricd Tabby) all the world 
allows that the Scots behaved gloriouſly in fighting 
« and conquering the ſavages of America.” *© I cant 
cc aſſure yon, mailiam, you have been miſinformel 
« (replied the jieutcnant); in that continent the Scots 
& did nothing more than ther duty, nor was there one 
4“ corps in his majeſty's ſervice that diſtinguiſhed itſelf 
cc more than another.— I'hote who affected to ext 
« the Scots for ſuperior merit, were no friends to that 
* nation,” 4 


2 
oF 
Though he himſelf made free with his countrymen, 8 
he would not ſuffer any other perſon to glance a far 
caſm at them with impunity. © One of the company 8 
chancing to mention lord B—'s inglorious pence, the 
lieutenant immediately took up the cudgels in his 
lordſhip's favour, and argued very ſtrenuoufly to prove 
that it was the moſt honourable and advantageous 8 
peace that England had ever made ſince the foundation BS. 
of the monarchy. Nay, between friends, he offered 
ſuch reaſons on this ſubject, that I was really confount- 
ed, if not convinced, —He would not allow that the; 
Scots abounded above their proportion in the army and 
navy of Great-Britain, or that the Engliſh had any} 
reaſon to ſay his countrymen had met with extraordina- 
ry encouragement in the ſervice. «© When a South i 
*« and North-Briton (ſaid he) are competitors for a 
cc place or commiſſion, which is in the diſpoſal of an 
&«& Englith miniſter or an Engliſh general, it would be} 
tc abſurd to ſuppoſe that the preference will not be gi- 
t ven to the native of England, who has ſo many ad- 
« yantages over his rival.—PFirft and foremoſt, he has} 
& in his favour that laudable partiality, which, Mr. 
% ' Addiſon ſays, never fails to cleave to the heart of as 
« Engliſhmen; 
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Engliſhman 3 ſecondly, he has more powerful con- 
nexions, and a greater ſhare of parliamentary inte- 
reſt, by which thoſe conteſts are generally decided 
and laſtly, he has a greater command of money to 
ſmooth the way to his ſucceſs, For my own part, 
(faid he) I know no Scotch officer, who has riſen in 
the army above the rank of a ſubaltern, without 
purchaſing every degree of preferment either with 
money or recruits; but I know many gentlemen of 
that country, who, for want of money and intereſt, 


il nase grown grey in the rank of lieutenants; where- 
* * as very few inſtances of this ill- fortune are to be 
Fs found among the natives of South-Britain. Not 


EF that I would infinuate that my countrymen have the 


& FX leaſt reaſon to complain.—Preferment in the ſervice, 
1 like ſucceſs in any other branch of traffic, will na- 
g tually favour thoie who have the greateſt ſtock of 
n | WF caſh and credit, merit and capacity being ſuppoſed 
ug <qual on all ſides.“ : 

po But the moſt hardy of all this original's poſitions 
5 Frere theſe: That commerce would ſooner or later, 


prove the ruin of every nation, where it flouriſhes to 
peny extent—that the parliament was the rotten part of 
he Britiſh conftitution—that the liberty of the preſs 
Pas a national evil-—and that the boaſted inſtitution of 
Nurics, as managed in England, was productive of 
1 imeful peijury aud flagrant injuſtice. He obſerved, 
e's hu trafic was an cnemy to all the liberal paſſions of 
en hne ſoul, founded on the thirſt of lucre, a ſordid diſpo- 


nd ion to take advantage of the neceſſities of our fellow- 
= Z&reatures.—He affirmed, the nature of commerce was 
. 9 


11 nch, that it could not be fixed or perpetuated, but, 
1" SWaving flowed to a certain height, would immediately 


" *?Widegin to ebb, and ſo continue till the channels ſhould 
* be left almoſt dry; but there was no inſtance of the 
e ide's riſing a ſecond time to any conſiderable influx in 
21 


2 1 he ſame nation. Mean while the ſudden affluence oc- 


ad. aſioned by trade, forced open all the ſluces of luxury, 
ko, and overflowed the land with every ſpecies of profliga- 
„% and corruption, a total pravity of manners would 


enſue, 
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enſue, and this muſt be attended with bankruptcy an; 
ruin. He obſerved of the parliament, that the prac. 
tice of e boroughs, and canvaſling for votes, waz 
an avowed ſyſtem of venality, already eſtabliſhed oy 


the ruins of principle, integrity, faith, and good or: I 
der, in conſequence of which the elected and the elect. 


or, and, in ſhort, the whole body of the people, were 2 1 


equally and univerſally contaminated and corrupted.“ 


He affirmed, that of a parliament thus conftituted, the 6. 


crown would always have influence enough to ſecure a 


great majority in its dependence, from the great num. 8 


ber of poſts, places, and penſions it had to beſtow ; 


that ſuch a parliament would (as it had already done) 


lengthen the term of its fitting and authority, wliene- 
ver the prince ſhould think it for his intereſt to continue 
the repreſentatives; for without doubt, they had the 
ſame rights to protract their authority ad infinitum, as 
they had to extend it from three to ſeven years With 
'a parliament, therefore, dependent upon the crown, il 
devoted to the prince, and ſupported by a ſtanding 
army, garbled and modelled for the purpole, any king 
of England may, and probably ſome ambitious fove- 
reign will, totally overthrow all the bulwarks of the 
conſtitution ; for it is not to be ſuppoſed that a prince 
of a high ſpirit will tamely ſubmit to be thwarted in all 
his mealures, abuſed and inſulted by a populace of un- 
bridled ferocity, when he has it in his power to cruſh | 
all oppoſition under his feet with the concurrence of the 
legiſlature. He ſaid, he ſhould always conſider the l- 


berty of the preſs as a national evil, while it enabled BF 


the vileſt reptile to ſoil the luſtre of the moſt ſhinivg Wk 
merit, and furniſhed the moſt infamous incendiary with 


the means of diſturbing the peace, and deſtroying the 
good order of the community. He owned, however, 
that under due reſtrictions, it would be a valuable pri- 
vilege; but atarmed, that at preſent there was no law 
in England ſufficient to rett ain it wituin proper bounds, 
With relpect to juries, he expreſſed himſelf to this 
effect: Juries are generally compoſed of illiterate 
plebeians, apt to he miltaken, eaſily milled, and open 
0 


* 
CY 4 
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o finiſter influence; for if either of the parties to be 
Fried, can gain over one of the twelve jurors, he has 
eccured the verdi& in his favour; the juryman thus 
Prought over, will, in deſpight of all evidence and 
onviction, generally hold out till his fellows are fa- 
Figued, and harraſſed, and ſtarved into concurrence 3 
Ia which caſe the verdict is unjuſt, and the jurors are 
ll perjured : but caſes will often occur, when the ju- 
* Fors are really divided in opinion, and each fide is con- 
"Finced in oppoſition to the other, but no verdi& will 
pe received, unleſs they are unanimous, and they are 
ll bound, not only in conſcience, but by oath to 
Judge and declare according to their conviction, — 
What then will be the contequence ? They muſt ei- 
her ſtarve in company, or one fide muſt ſacrifice their 
Tonſcience to their convenience, and join in a verdi& 
rhich they believe to be falſe. This abſurdity is avoid- 
ed in Sweden, where a bare majority is ſufficient z3 and 
In Scotland, where two thirds of the jury are required 
Jo concur in the verdict. . 
Vou muſt not imagine that all theſe deductions were 
ade on his part, without contradiction on mine. 
o—the truth is, I found myſelf piqued in point of 
"Honour, at his pretending to be ſo much wiſer than his 
neighbours.—I queſtioned all his aſſertions, ſtarted in- 
gnaumerable objections, argued and wrangled with un- 
Fommon perſeverance, and grew very warm, and even 
F iolent in the debate.—Sometimes he was puzzled, and 
pace or twice, I think, fairly refuted ; but from thoſe 
cl Falls he roſe again, like Antzus, with redoubled vi- 
vs BY our, till at length I was tired, exhauſted, and really 


> 
4 
| oY 
1th 
C 


id not know how to proceed, when luckily he dro 
the peda hint, by which he diſcovered he had been bred to 
er, Ihe law ; a confeſſion which enabled me to retire from 
ri Ihe diſpute with a good grace, as it could not be ſup- 
aw oſed that a man like me, who had been bred to no- 
ds. hing, ſhould be able to cope with a veteran in his own 
us Profeſſion. I believe, however, that I ſhall for ſome 
ate me continue to chew the cud of reflection upon many 
pen bſervations which this original diſcharged, 

'0 vor. II. C Whether 
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Whether our ſiſter Tabby was really ſtruck with hi, 
converſation, or is reſolved to throw at every thing ſbe 
meets in the ſhape of a man, till ſhe can faſten the ma. 


= 


trimonial nooſe, certain it is ſhe has taken deſperat: 8 
ſtrides towards the affection of Liſmahago, who cannd 8 
be ſaid to have met her half way, tho* he does no 
ſeem altogether inſenſible to her civilities — She inſinu 
ated more than once how happy we ſhould be to hav: 
his company through that part of Scotland which weg 
ropoſed to viſit, till at length he plainly told us, tha 
2 road was totally different from that which we in. 
tended to take; that, for his part, his company would . 
be of very little ſervice to us is our progreſs, as he wit 
utterly unacquainted with the country, which he ba : 
left in his early youth, conſequently, he could neithe 
direct us in our enquiries, nor introduce us to any f Ke 
mily of diſtinction. He ſaid, he was ſtimulated by a pf 
irreſiſtible impulſe to reviſit the paternus jar, or paul Ih. 
domus, though he expected little ſatisfaction, inaſmud® 
as he underſtood that his nephew, the preſent poſſeſſo, 
was but ill qualified to ſupport the honour of the fam 
y. He aſſured us, however, as we deſign to retun . 
by the weſt road, that he will watch our motions, ans 
endeavour to pay his reſpects to us at Dumfries. — Ach 
cordingly he took his leave of us at a place half waj&." 
betwixt Morpeth and Alnwick, and pranced away Y - 
great ſtate, mounted on a tall, meagre, raw- bone 
mambling grey gelding, without e'er a tooth in hi 
bead, the very counter-part of the rider; and, indeed 
the appearance of the two was ſo pictureſque, that] 
would give twenty guineas to have them tolerably i 
preſented on canvas. 
Northumberland is a fine county, extending to th 
Tweed, which is a pleaſant paſtoral ſtream ; but yo 
will be ſurpriſed when I tell you that the Engliſh fide 
that river is neither ſo well cultivated nor ſo populou 
,as the other. The farms are thinly ſcattered, th 
lands unincloſed, and ſcarce a gentleman's ſeat is to 
ſeen in ſome miles from the Tweed; whereas the Sco 
are advanced in crowds to the very brink of the ri 


we 
ad * 
1 


* 


7 HUMPHRY CLINKER. 39 
that you may reckon above thirty good houſes, in 


the compaſs of a few miles, belonging to proprietors 
whoſe anceſtors had fortified caſtles in the ſame ſituati- 
ons, 2 circumſtance that ſhews what dangerous neigh- 
Fours the Scots muſt have formerly been to the northern 
counties of England. | 

Our domeſtic oeconomy continues on the old footing. 
My ſiſter Tabby ſtill adheres to methodiſm, and had 


.3 he benefit of a ſermon at Weſley's meeting in New- 


el 

a raſtle; but I believe the paſſion of love has in ſome 
n. Ineaſure abated the fervour of devotion both in her and 
ul, ier woman, Mrs. Jenkins, about whoſe good graces 
n here has been a violent conteſt betwixt my nephew's 
ma Palet, Mr. Dutton, and my man, Humphry Clinker, 
hi Jery has been obliged to interpole his authority to 


eep the peace; and to him, I have left the diſcuſſion 
pf that important affair, which had like to have kindled 


„ii he flames of diſcord in the family of, . 
uch 

ori ' Yours always, 

um 

tug weedmouth,. 

and July 15. MATT. BRAMBLE, 


5 0 e „„ „„ „6 2 
wa f . A . *. * *. . 3, *. 3s. : . : N. 9. . *. 
y 

= * To Sir WATKIN PHILLIPS, Bart, at Oxon, 

n ng 


deco 
hat! 


ly It 


DEAR WAT, 


IN my two laſt you had ſo much of Liſmahago, that 
ſuppoſe you are glad he is gone off the ſtage tor the 


to i reſent.—I muſt now deſcend to domeſtic occurrences. 


at Y088-Love, it ſeems, is reſolved to afſert his dominion 
ſide Mer all the females of our family. — After having prac- 
puloulWſed upon poor Liddy's heart, and played ſtrange va- 
d, Maries with our aunt Mrs. Tabitha, he began to run 


s to ot in the affections of her woman Mrs, Winifred 
e Sclllenkins, whom I have had occaſion to mention more 


e riv* Win once in the courſe of our memoirs. Nature in- 
| C2 tended 
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tended Jenkins for ſomething very different from th 
character of her miſtreſs; yet cuſtom and habit ha 
effected a wonderful reſemblance betwixt them in may 
particulars. Win, to be ſure, is much younger and 


5 


| 
] 
more agreeable in her perſon; ſhe is likewiſe tender. e 
hearted and benevolent, qualities for which her mi- . 
ſtreſs is by no means remarkable, no more than the g 
for being of a timorous diſpoſition, and much ſubjed n 
to fits of the mother, which are the infirmities oF! 
Win's conſtitution ; but then ſhe ſeems to have adopt 
ed Mrs. Tabby's manner with her caſt cloaths.—Sh 
dreſſes and endeavours to look like her miſtreſs, a 
though her own looks are much more engaging.—ShF" 
enters into her ſcheme of oeconomy, learns her phraſe," 
repeats her remarks, imitates her ſtile in ſcolding ti H 
inferior ſervants, and, finally, ſubſcribes implicitiyu e 
ber ſyſtem of devotion—This, indeed, ſhe found thi h 
more agreeable, as it was in a great meaſure introduc h 
ed and confirmed by the miniſtry of Clinker, wit 8? 
whoſe perſonal merit ſhe ſeems to have been (truck evil 
ſince he exhibited the pattern of his naked ſkin 2 
Marlborough. = * 
Nevertheleſs, though Humphry had this double hat t 
upon her inclinations, and exerted all his power #8" 
maintain the conqueſt he had made, he found it impol® 
fible to guard it on the hde of vanity, where poli.” 
Win was as frail as any female in the kingdom. 18 

ſhort, my raſcal Dutton profcſſed himſelf her admire 
and, by dint of his outlandiſh qualifications, threw bl 
rival Clinker out of the ſaddle of her heart, Hun 
phry may be compared to an Engliſh pudding, con 
poſed of good wholeſome flour and ſuet, and Dutt 
to a ſyllabub or iced froth, which, though agreeable i; 
the taſte, has nothing ſolid or fubſtantial. The trait 
not only dazzled her with his ſecond-hand finery, b 
he fawned, and flattered, and cringed—he taught! 
to take rappee, and preſented her with a ſnuff-box 
papier machè —he ſupplied her with a powder for! 
teeth—he mended her complexion, and he dreſſed | 
hair in the Paris faſhiyn————he undertook wy li 
1 del 
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trench mafter and her dancing-maſter, as well as fri- 
> eur, and thus imperceptibly wound himſelf into her 


god graces. Clinker perceived the progreſs he had 
rade, and repined in ſecret. He attempted to open 
„ er eyes in the way of exhortation, and, finding it 
„produced no effect, had recourſe to Prayer. At New- 
ate, while he attended Mrs. Tabby to the methodiſt 
d nceting, his rival accompanied Mrs. Jenkins to the 
play. He was dreſſed in a ſilk coat, made at Paris for 
is former maſter, with a tawdry waiſtcoat of tarniſh- 
. ed brocard ; he wore his hair in a great bag with a 
1 Nuge ſolitaire, and a Jong ſword dangled from his 
g high. The lady was all of a flutter with faded Jute- 
a ring, waſhed gauze, and ribands three times refreſh- 
+ ed, but ſhe was moſt remarkable for the friſeur of her 
Dead, which roſe, like a pyramid, ſeven inches above 
th, be ſcalp, and her face was primed and patched from 
lo, de chin up to the eyes; nay, the gallant himſelf had 
i pared neither red nor white in improving the nature of 
eve Nis own complexion. In this attire, they walked toge- 
u her through the high ſtreet to the theatre, and as they 
paſſed for players ready dreſſed for acting, they reached 
t unmoleſted; but as it was ſtill light when they re- 
urned, and by that time the people had got informati- 
Fon of their real character and condition, they hifſed 
And hooted all the way, and Mrs. Jenkins was all be- 
pattered with dirt, as well as inſulted with the oppro- 
brious name of fainted Jezabel, ſo that her fright and 


nire 13 . , 
Ii mortification threw her into an hyſteric fit the moment 
Jun he came home. Clinker was ſo incenſed at Dutton, 


hom he conſidered as the cauſe of her diſgrace, that 
e upbraided him ſeverely for having turned the poor 
young woman's brain. The other affected to treat 
bim with contempt, and miſtaking his forbearance for 


raid ht arcs 
want of courage, threatened to horſe-whip him into 
** good manners. Humphry then came to me, humbly 
ox begging I would give him leave to chaſtiſe my ſervant 
or ſor bis inſolence— “ He has challenged me to fight 
ed » him at ſword's point (ſaid he); but I might as well 


* challenge him to make a horle-ſhoe, or a plough- 
Prei 81 "1 
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„ jron; for I know no more of the one than he dos 7 ˖ 
4% of the other. —gBeſides, it doth not become e | * 
to uſe thoſe weapons, or to claim the privilege of RF 
gentlemen to kill one another when they fall out; 
* moreover, I would not have his blood upon my ] x A 
conſcience for ten thouſand times the profit or ſatis. 2 "3 
«« faction I ſhould get oy his death; but if your ho. Fei 
nour won't be angry, I'll engage to gee en a Soo 1 
© drubbing, that, may hap, will do 'en ſervice, and *H 
I'll take care it ſhall do 'en no harm,” I ſaid, 1 e. 
had no objection to what he propoſed, provided 1 
could manage matters ſo as not to be found the aggrel- * 
for, in caſe Dutton ſhould proſecute him for an ala 4 
and battery. 
Thus licenſed, he retired ; and the ſame evening ea- 
fly provoked his rival to ſtrike the firſt blow, which 2 
Clinker returned with ſuch intereſt, that he was oblig- X 8 
ed to call for quarter, declaring, at the ſame time, 4 
that he would exact ſevere and bloody ſatisfaction the 
moment we ſhould paſs the border, when he could run 


ral 
Þl: 
1 A 
4 

F nl 


him through the body without fear of the conſequence. 3 2 
—This ſcene paſſed in preſence of lieutenant Liſmaha- WF 
go, who encouraged Clinker to hazard a thruſt of cold In. 
iron with bis antagoniſt. © Cold iron (cried Hum- 4 
„ phry) I ſhall never ule againſt the life of any human 2 * 
« creature z but I am ſo far from being afraid of his In 
4% cold iron, that I ſhall uſe nothing in my defence * 


© hut a good cudgel, which ſhall always be at his ſer- 2 
« vice.“ In the mean time, the fair cauſe of this 
conteſt, Mrs, Winifred Jenkins, ſeemed over whelncd 
with affliclion, and Mr. Clinker a&tcd much on the fre-“ 
ſerve, though he did not preſume to find fault with her 1 
conduct. 

The diſpute between the two rivals was ſoon bog 
to a very unexpected iſſue. Among our fellow- loggers 


i 
at Berwick, was a conple from London, N to 6 


Edinburgh, on the voyage of matrimony, The fe-“ 7 | 
male was the daughter and heireſs of 2 pawn-broker 
deceaſed, who had | given her guardians the flip, and | 


put 


% 
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ut herſelf under the tuition of a tall Hibernian, who 


20 8 a 
ad conducted her thus far in queſt of a clergyman to 
of Dnite them in marriage, without the formalities requir- 


I by the law of England. I know not how the lo- 
Fer had behaved on the road, fo as to decline in favour 
br his inamorato; but, in all probability, Dutton per- 
geived a coldneſs on her ſide, which encouraged him to 
Whiſper, it was a pity ſhe ſhould have caſt her affecti- 
ens upon a taylor, which he affirmed the Iriſhman to 
pe. This diſcovery completed her diſgult, of which 
ny man taking the advantage, began to recommend 
imſelf to her good graces, and the ſmooth-tongued 

Faſcal found no difficulty to inſinuate himſelf into the 


* place of her heart, from which the other had been diſ- 


. tarded.— Their reſolution was immediately taken. 
ch In the morning, before day, while poor Teague lay 
gnoring a-bed, his indefatigable rival ordered a poſt- 
chaiſe, and ſet out with the lady for Coldſtream, a few 
miles up. the Tweed, where there was a parſon who 
dealt in this branch of commerce, and they were nooſ- 
, ed, before the Iriſhman ever dreamt of the matter. 
. But when he got up at ſix o'clock, and found the bird 
14 was flown, he made ſuch a noiſe as alarmed the whole 
n. houſe. One of the firſt perſons he encountered, was 
1 the poſtillion returned from Coldſtream, where he had 
„ been witnels to the marriage, and over and above an 
ZZ handſome gratuity, had received a bride's favour, 
which he now wore in his cap— When the forſaken lo- 
ver underſtood they were actually married, and ſet out 
= for London, and that Dutton had diſcovered to the 
1 — that he (the Hibernian) was a taylor, he had like 
to have run diſtracted. He tore the riband from the 
ffellow's cap, and beat it about his ears. He ſwore he 
would purſue him to the gates of hell, and ordered a 
poſt-chaiſe and four to be got ready as ſoon as poſſible 
but recollecting that his finances would not admit of 
this way of travelling, he was obliged to countermand 
this order. : | 

For my part, I knew nothing at all of what had 
happened, till the poſtillion brought me the keys of my 


C4 trunk 


— 


o 
+ 


- 


* 
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trunk and portmanteau, which he had receired from 


Dutton, who ſent me his reſpets, hoping I would pf 


excuſe him for his abrupt departure, as it was a (ty 
upon which his fortune depended— Before I had ume 
to make my uncle acquainted with this event, the Triſh. 
man burſt into my chamber, without any introduc- 
tion, exclaiming,—** By my ſoul, your farvant has 
% robbed me of five thouſand pounds, and III have * 
6 ſatisfaction, if I ſhould be hanged to-morrow, —- 


When I aſked him who he was, © My name (faid he) 1 


put 


h 


0 


in! 


« is Maſter Macloughlin— but it thould be Leighlin 8? 
6 Oneale, for I am come from Ter: Ow ne the Great; R,, 
& and ſo I am as good a gentleman as any in Ireland; 4 
« and that rogue, your ſervant, ſaid I was a taylor, 4 
% which was as big a lie as if he had called me the 4 
% pope — I'm a man of fortune, and have ſpent all! 4 
&«& had; and ſo being in diſtreſs, Mr, Coſhgrave, the 4 


tc faſhioner in Shuffolk-ſtreet, tuck me out, and 


% made me his own private ſhecretary : by the fame 
ce token, I was the laſt he bailed; for his friends 
« obliged him to tie himſelf up, that he would bail 
% no more above ten pounds; for why, becauſe as 


% how, he could not refuſe any body that aſked, 


4 and therefore in time would have robbed himſelf 2 
« of his whole fortune, and, if he had lived long 
« at that rate, muſt have died bankrupt very foon — 27 


5 
- 


« and ſo I made my addreſſes to Miſs Skinner, a 


& young lady of five thouſand pounds fortune, who 7 
ce agreed to take me for better nor worſe z and, to be 


2 


& ſure, this day would have put me in poſſeſſion, if 
it had not been for that rogue, your ſervant, who 
came like a tief, and ftole away my property, and RX 
& made her believe I was a taylor; and that ſhe was 
« going to mary the ninth part of a man: but the 


cc 
ce 


&« devil burn my ſoul, if ever I catch him on the 
«& mountains of Tulloghobegly, if I don't ſhew him 
« that I'm nine times as good a man as he, or er a 
«& bug of his country.“ 

When he had rung out his firſt alarm, I told him 
I was ſorry he had allowed himſelf to be fo jockied ; 


but 
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2 put it was no buſineſs of mine; and that the fellow 


ho robbed him of his bride, had likewiſe robbed me 
W oY my - ſervant—** Didn't I tell you then, (cried he,) 


ug © that rogue was his true Chriſtian name. Oh! 


if I had but one fair truſt with him upon the ſod, 
„ 1'd give him have to brag all the reſt of his life.“ 


ſh. = 

4 * . 

. K ** 
* 


oye 
My uncle hearing the noiſe, came in, and being 
- 4 


TY Nr 
$i informed of this adventure, began to comfort Mr, 
ne. Oneale for the lady's elopement; obſerving that he 


„ ſeemed to have had a lucky eſcape, that it was better 
0 ie ſhould elope before, than after marriage — The 
in Hibernian was of a very different opinion. He ſaid, 
„It he had been once married, the might have 
, cloped as ſoon as ſhe pleaſed; he would have taken 
„ care that ſhe ſhould not have carried her fortune 
he along with her — Ah (ſaid he) ſhe's a Judas Ifcarior, 
1180 and has betrayed me with a kis; and, like Judas, 
* ſhe carried the bag, and has not left me money 
14 enough to hear my expences back to London ; and 


_ = fo as I'm come to this paſs, and the rogue thit was 
„ the occaſion of it has left you without a ſarvant, 
a * you may put me in his place; and by Jaſus, it is 
** the beit thing you can do. — I begged to be ex- 


cuſed, declaring I could put vp with any inconveni- 
16 euce, rather than treat as a tootman the deſcendant of 
ig 8 Tir. Owen the Great, I adviled him to return to his 
2X triend, Mr. Coſgrave, and take his paflage from New- 
caſtle by fea, towards which I made him a ſmall pre- 
2X ſent, and he retired, ſeemingly reſigned to his evil for- 
be tune. I have taken upon trial a Scotchman, called 
2 Archy M*Alpin, an old ſoldier, whoſe laſt maſter, a 
% colonel, lately died at Berwick. The fellow is old 
and withered ; but he has been recommended to me 
for his fidelity, by Mrs. I wnphreys a very good fort 
of a woman, who keeps tre inn at Tweedmouth, and 
is much reſpected by all the travellers on this road. 
 Clinker, without doubt thinks himſelf happy in the 
removal of a dangerous rival, and he is too good a 
Chriſtian, to repine at PDutton's ſucceſs, Even Mrs, 
C5 Jenkins 
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Jenkins will have reaſon to congratulate herſelf upon 
this event, when ſhe coolly reflects upon the matter; 


for, howloever ſhe was forced from her poiſe for a 1 4 5 
ſon, by ſnares laid for her vanity, Humphry is cer.“ by 
tainly the north ftar to which the needle of her af. 2 4 
fe&tion would have pointed at the long run. At pre. = . 
ſent, the ſame vanity is exceedingly mortified, upon 42 
finding herſelf abandoned by her new admirer, in fa . 
vour of another inamorzt2. She received the news 8 © 


with a violent burſt of laughter, which ſoon l 3% * 
on a fit of crying; and this gave the finiſhing b'ow to 
the patience of her miſtreſs, which had held out be- A 0 
yond all expectation. She now opened all thoſe flood- 
gates of reprehenſion, which had been ſhut fo long. F 
She not only reproached her with her levity and indit- Z 
cretion, but attacked her on the ſcore of religion, de- 1 1 
claring roundly that ſhe was in a ſtate ef apoſtacy and 
reprobation ; and finally, threatened to fend her a = . 
packing at this extremity of the kingdom. All the Y 
family mterceded for poor Winifred, not even c! 8 
cepting her lighted ſwain, Mr. Clinker, who, on lis RE 
knees, implored and obtained her pardon. p. 
There was, however, another conſideration that 
gave Mrs. Tabitha ſome diſturbance. At New-caſtle, 7 
the ſervants had been informed by ſome wag, that there I N 
was nothing to eat in Scotland, but oat meal and ſheep's 7 
heads; and Lieutenant Liſmahago being conſulted, _ 
what he ſaid ſerved rather to confirm than to refute the . 
report. Our aunt being appriſed of this circumſtance, 3 
very gravely adviſed her brother to provide a ſumpter Z 
horſe with ſtore of hams, tongues, bread, bijcuit, 
and other articles for our ſubſiſtance, in the courſe of © 
our peregrination, and Mr. Bramble as gravely re- J 
lied, that he would take the hint into confideration : 
ut, finding no ſuch proviſion was made, the now I 
revived the propoſal, obſerving that there was a tole- 
rable market at Berwick, where we might be ſupplied; 
and that my man's horſe would ſerve as a beaſt of | 
burden — The *fquire, ſhrugging up his houlders, | 
eyed her aikance with a look of incftable contempt _ A 
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Wand, after ſome pauſe, “ Siſter, (ſaid he) I can hardly 
« perſuade myſelf you are ſerious,” She was ſo little 
EF acquainted with the geography of the iſland, that ſhe 
© imagined we could not go to Scotland but by ſea; and, 
after we had paſled through the town of Berwick, when 
he told her we were upon Scottiſh ground, ſhe could 
hardly believe the aſſertionIf the truth muſt be told, 
* the South Britons in general are woefully ignorant in 
this particular. What between want of curioſity, and 
traditional ſarcaſms, the effect of ancient animoſity, 
= the people at the other end of the ifland know as little 
of Scotland as of Japan. 7 
J. If I had never been in Wales, I ſhould have been 
. more ſtruck with the manifeſt difference in appearance 
| 


> bþetwixt the peaſants and commonalty on different ſides 
of the Tweed. The boors of Northumberland are 
luſty fellows, freſh complexioned, cleanly, and well 
7 cloathed ; but the labourers in Scotland are generally 
lank, lean, hard- featured, foiled, and ſhabby, and their 
little pinched blue caps have a beggarly effect. The 
—X cattle are much in the fame ſtile with their drivers, 
= meagre, ſtunted, and ill equipt. When I talked to 
my uncle on this ſubject, he ſaid, „ Though all the 
„ Scottiſh hinds would not bear to be compared with 
> F< thoſe of the rich counties of South Britain, they 
= © would ſtand very well in competition with the pea- 
; = © fants of France, Italy, and Savoy—not to mention 
the mountaineers of Wales, and the red-ſhanks of 

Ireland.“ | — 
Me entered into Scotland by a frightful moor of 
 X fixteen miles, which promiſes very little for the interior 
parts of the kingdom; but the proſpect mended as we 
advanced. Palling through Dunbar, which is a neat 
little town, ſituated on the ſea-ſide, we lay at a coun- 
= try-inn, where our entertainment far exceeded our ex- 
pectation; but for this we cannot give the Scots credit, 
. As the landlord is a native of England. Yeſterday we 
# FF dined at Haddington, which has been a place of ſome 
_ RF conſideration, but is now gone to decay; and in the 
evening arrived at this metropolis, of which I can ſay 
| very 


4 
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very little. It is very romantic, from its ſituation on 
the declivity of a hill, having a fortified caſtle at the "= 
top, and a royal palace at the bottom. The firſt thing 8 2 
that ſtrikes the noſe of a ſtranger, ſhall be nameleſs; 
but what firſt ſtrikes the eye, is the unconſcionable Z 
height of the houſes, which generally riſe to five, ſin, 
{even, and eight ſtories, and, in ſome places, (as I am XRF 
aſſured) to twelve. This manner of building, attend- 7 
ed with numberleſs inconveniencies, muſt have been 
originally owing to want of room. Certain it is, the 8 
town ſeems to be full of people: but their looks, 
their language, and their cuſtoms, are ſo different from 
ours, that I can hardly believe mylelt in Great-Bri- Fw 
tain. * N * 
The inn at which we put up, (if it may be ſo called) 8 
was fo filthy and diſagreeable in all reſpects, that m7 
uncle began to fret, and his gouty ſymptoms to recur 
+—— — Recolle&ting, however, that he had a letter 
of recommendation to one Mr. Mitchelſon, a la- 
er; he ſent it by his ſervant, with a compliment, ti 
importing that he would wait upon him next day 7 
in perſon ; but that gentleman viſited us immediate- # 
ly, and inſiſted upon our going to his own houſe, un- 
ti] he could provide lodgings for our accommodati- 
on. We gladly accepted of his invitation, and re- 
paired- to his houſe, where we were treated with equal 
elegance and hoſpitality; to the utter confuſion of our 
aunt, whoſe prejudices, though beginning to give way, 
were not yet entirely removed. To-day, by the aſſiſt- 
ance of our friend, we are ſettled in convenient lodg- 
ings, up four pairs of ſtairs, in the High-ſtreet, the 
fourth ſtory being, in this city, reckoned more gen- 
teel than the firſt, The air is, in all probability, the 
better; hut it requires good lungs to breathe it at this 
diſtance above the ſurface of the earth. While I do 
remain above it, whether higher or lower, provided I 
breathe at all, 


1 ſhall ever be, dear Philips, yours, 


July 18, J. MELFORD. 
To 
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n THAT part of Scotland contiguous to Berwick, 
e Fature ſeems to have intended as a barrier between two 
2 DHoltile nations. It is a brown delert of conſiderable 
n extent, that produces nothing but heath and fern; and 
what rendered it the more dreary when we paſſed, there 
was a thick fog that hindered us from ſeeing above 
twenty yards from the carriage My ſiſter began to 
make wry faces, and uſe her ſmelling- bottle; Liddy 
r *F#looked blank and Mrs. Jenkins dejected ; but in a 
r 


* 
T 


ew hours theſe clouds were diſſipated; the ſea appear- 
: of upon our right, and on the left the mountains re- 
„ tired a little, leaving an agreeable plain betwixt them and 
„the beach; but what ſurpriſed us all, this plain, to 
X 1 the extent of ſeveral miles, was covered with as fine 
heat as ever I ſaw in the moſt fertile parts of South 


£ 


Biitain— This plentiful crop is raiſed in the open field, 


[ 
r 


. a 
vs without any incloſure, or other manure than the alga 


marina, or ſea-weed, which abounds on this coaſt ;. a 


1 . 


= circumſtance which ſhews that the foil and climate are 
, ©'Z favourable ; but that agriculture in this country is not 
yet brought to that perfection which it has attained in 
= England. Incloſures would not only keep the grounds 
warm, and the ſeveral fields diſtintt, bat would alſo 


= 


protect the crop from the high winds, which are fo fre- 
quent in this part of the ifland. | 

Dunbar is well ſituated for trade, and has a curious 
balon, where ſhips of ſmall burden may be perfectly 
ſecure; but there is little appearance of buſineſs in the 
place From thence, all the way to Edinburgh, there 
is a continual ſucceſſion of fine ſeats, belonging to no- 
blemen and gentlemen ; and as each is ſurrounded by 
its 
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its own parks and plantation, they produce a very 
pleaſing effect in a country which lies otherwiſe open 


tained by their general's conduct 


Gilgal, and they quitted their ground accordingly, not- 


& hath delivered them into the hands of his ſervant !” 


Scots were routed with great ſlaughter. 


gentleman's houſe, in the building of which, and the 
improvements about it, he is ſaid to have expended 
forty thouſand pounds: but I cannot ſay I was much 
pleaſed with either the architecture or the fituation ; 


In the neighbourhood of Haddington, there is a a 


though it has in front a paſtoral ſtream, the banks of 
which are laid out in a very agreeable manner, I in- 
tended to pay my reſpects to lord Elibank, whom I 
had the honour to know at London many years ago. 
He lives in this part of Lothian ; but was gone to the 
North, on a viſit - Vou have often heard me mention 
this nobleman, whom I have long revered for his hu- 7 
manity and univerſal intelligence, over and above the 
entertainment ariſing from the originality of his cha- 
racter At Muſſelburgh, however, I had the good for- 
tune to drink tea with my old friend Mr. Cardonel; {7 
and at his houſe I met with Dr. C-—, the pariſon 7 

of the pariſh, whoſe humour and converſation inflam- 


IF 
A =P 
and expoſed. At Dunbar there is a noble park, with 
a lodge, belonging to the Duke of Roxburgh, where | 
Oliver Cromwell had his head-quarters, when Leſley, | 
at the head of a Scotch army, took poſſeſſion of the 
mountains in the neighbourhood, and kampered him 
in ſuch a manner, that he would have been obliged to 
embark and get away by fea, had not the fanaticiſm of 
the enemy forfeited the advantage which they had ob- 
Their miniſters, 
by exhortation, prayer, aſſurance, and prophecy, in- 
ſtigated them to go down and flay the Philiſtines in 


withſtanding all that Lefley could do to reſtrain the = 
madneſs of their enthuſiaſm — When Oliver ſaw them 
in motion, he exclaimed, „ Praiſed be the Lord, he 


and ordered his troops to ſing a pſalm of thankſgiving, 3 
while they advanced in order to the plain, where the 
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"M d me with a deſire of being better acquainted with his 


1 perſon— I am not at all furprited that theſe Scots 
wake their way in every quarter of the globe. 
2 X This place is but four miles from Edinburgh, towards 


which we proceeded along the ſea-ſhore, upon a firm bot- 
e tom of {mooth ſand, which the tide had left uncovered in 
units retreat—Edinburgh, from this avenue, is not ſeen 
0 io much advantage—We had only an imperfe& view of 
f the cattle and upper parts of the town, which varied 
inceſſantly according to the inflexions of the road, and 
„ exhibited the appearance of detached ſpires and turrets, 


belonging to ſome magnificient edifice in ruins. The 
n palace of Holyrood- houſe ſtands on the left, as you 
t- enter the Canongate —This is a ſtreet continded from 


e | 1 hence to the gate called Nether Bow, which is now ta- 


n ken away; fo thit there is no interruption for a Jong 
e mile, from the bottom to the top of the hill on 
» X which the Caſtle ſtands in a moit imperial ſitua— 
7, tion Conſidering its fine its fine pavement, its 
le width, and the lofty houſes on each fide, this would 

2X be uncloubtedly one of the nobleſt ſtreets in Europe, if 
a an ugly maſs of mean buildings, called the Lucken- 
ie WF booths, had not thruſt ittelf, by what accident I krow 
4 2X yot, into the middle or the way, like Middle-Row in 
h XX Holborn, The city ſtands upon two hills, and the 
13 bettom between them; and, with all its defects,“ may 
of very well paſs for the capital of a moderate kingdom 
n. —It is tull of people, and continually reſounds with 
I ide noiſe of coaches and cther carriages, for luxury as 
o. well as commerce. As far as I can perceive, here is no 
he want of proviſions—T he beef and mutton are as de- 
on licate here as in Wales; the ſea affords plenty of good 
u- 2 fiſh; the bread is remarkable fine; and the water is 
he 22 excellent, though I'm afraid not in ſufficient quantity 


a- to aniwer all the purpoſes of cleanlineſs and conve- 
re 7 nience; articles in which, it mutt be allowed, our 
1; FR fellow-ſubjects are a little defective The water is 
on brought in leaden pipes from a mountain in the 


neigh⸗ 
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neighbourhood, to a ciſtern on the Caſtle-hill, fm 
whence it is diſtributed to public conduits in different 
parts of the city—From theſe it is carried in barrels, 
on the backs of male and female porters, up two, three, 
four, five, fix, ſeven, and eight pair of ſtairs, for the 8 
uſe of particular tamilies—Every ſtory is a complete 
houſe, occupied by a ſeparate family; and the ſtair be- 
ing common to them all, is generally left in a very filthy 
condition; a man muſt tread with great circumſpe&ion 3 
to get ſafe houſed with unpolluted ſhoes Nothing 
can form a ſtronger contraſt, than the difference be- 
twixt the outſide and the inſide of the door; for the 
good women of this metropolis are remarkbly nice in r 
the ornanaments and propriety of their apartments, as 
if they were reſolved to transfer the imputation from 
the individual to the public. You are no ſtranger io 
their method of diſcharging all their impurities tron 
their windows, at a certain hour of the night, as the 
cuſtom is in Spain, Portugal, and ſome parts of France 
and Italy—A. practice to which I can by no means be 
reconciled ; for notwithſtanding all the care that is tak- * 

en by their ſcavengers to remove this nuiſance evety 
morning by break of day, enough ſtill remains to of- 
fend the eyes, as well as other organs of thoſe whom ul: 
has not hardened againſt all delicacy of ſenſation. "A 
The inhabitants ſeem inſenſible to theſe impreſſions, Is 
and are apt to imagine the diſguſt that we avow is little 
better than affectation; but they ought to have ſome . 
compaſſion for ſtrangers, who have not been uſed to Ha 
this kind of ſufferance; and conſider, whether it may ee 
not be worth while to take ſome pains to vindicate them- Ka 
| ſelves from the reproach, that on this account, they Fit 

bear among their neighbours. As to the ſurpriſing FR 
height of their houſes, it is abſurd in many relpects ; t, 
but in one particular light I cannot view it without 
horror; that is, the dreadful ſituation of all the familics 
above, in caſe the common ſtair-caſe ſhould be render- 
ed-impaſlible by a fire in the lower ſtories—In order to 
prevent the ſhocking conſequences that muſt attend 
ſuch an accident, it would be a right meaſure to open 
5 (owis 
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DB ors of communication from one houſe to another, 
every ftorv, by which the people might fly from 


e, ch a terrible viſitation. In all parts of the world, 
he e ſee the force of habit prevailing over all the dic- 
ic tes, of convenience and ſagacity All the peo- 
e- e of buſineſs at Edinburgh, and even the gentcel 
IF mpany, may be ſeen ſtanding in crowds every 
I 


1 y, from one to two in the afternoon, in the open 


's Peet, at the place where formerly ſtood a market- 
e- goss, which (by the bye) was a curious piece of Go- 
ie ic architecture, {ill to be ſeen in lord Somerville's 
n fbarden in this neighbourhood—1 ſay, the people ſtand 
„i the open ſtreet from the force of cuſtom rather than 
m 


Move 2 few yards to an Exchange that ſtands empty on 
% We ſide, or to the Parliament-cloſe on the other, which 
iN i a noble ſquare, adorned with a fine equeſtrian ſtatue 
ie king Charles IT. The company thus aſſembled, 
qe entertained with a variety of tunes, played upon a 
»* "Kt of bells, fixed in a ſteeple hard by—As theſe bells 


r 
* — ** 
N A 
_ « 2 5 


wi e well-toned, and the muſician, who has a ſalary 
1 om the city, for playing upon them with keys is no 


had performer, the entertainment is really agreeable, 
ie Ind very ſtriking to the ears of a ſtranger. 

The public inns of Edinburgh, are ſtill worſe than 
5; \ Hoſe of London; but by means of a worthy gentleman, 
le. whom I was recommended, we have got decent 
 Fodgings in the houſe of a widow gentlewoman of the 
to dame of Lockhart: and here I ſhall tay until I have 


fen every thing that is remarkable in and about this 
do Fapital. I now begin to feel the good effects of exer- 
tile —I eat like a farmer, ſleep from midnight till eight 


in the morning without interruption, and enjoy a con- 


* 


ſtant tide of ſpirits, equally diſtant from inanition and 
Exceſs; hut whatever ebbs or flows my conſtitution 
may undergo, my heart will ſtill declare that I am, 
53 Dear Lewis, 

Your affectionate friend and ſervant, 
Edr. July 18. Mart, BRAMBLE, 


* 
8 


* 


aTo 


—ůĩ——U— — ——— — —2— — ——— - = 


To Mrs. MARY JoxEs, at Brambleton-hall, 


DEAR MARY, 


THE 'ſquire has been fo kind as to rap my bit of 
nonſenſe under the kiver of his own ſheet O, Mary 7 
Jones! Mary Jones! I have had trials and trembulati- 
on. God help me! I have been a vixen and a griffin * 
theſe many days —-Sattin has had power to tempt ne 
in the ſhape of van Ditton the young ſquire's wally 
de ſhamble ; but by God's greaſe he did not purvail- 
I thoft as how, there was no arm in going to a play a: # 
Newcaſtle, with my hair dreſſed in the Pariſh faſhion; 3 


* 
Wer” 
F * 


and as for the trifle of paint, he ſaid as how my com- 


plexion wanted rouch, and fo I let him put it on with 7 


a little Spaniſh owl ; but a miſchievous mob of colliers, 


and ſuch promiſcuous ribble rabble, that could bare 


no ſmut but their own, attacked us in the ſtreet, and 


called me hear and painted Iſabel, and ſplaſhed my 
cloſe, and ſpoiled me a complete ſet of blond lace tri- 8 d 


ple ruffles, not a pin the worſe for the ware—— They 


coſt me ſeven good fillings, to lady Grifkin's woman 


at London. 


When I axed Mr. Clinker What they meant by- #* 
calling me Iflabel, he put a byebill into my hand, 
and I read of van Iſſabell a painted harlot, that was 
thrown out of the vindore, and the dogs came and 
But I am no harlot; and, with 
God's bleſſing, no dog ſhall have my poor blood to 
lick: marry, Heaven forbid, amen! As for Ditton, 3 
after all his courting and his compliment, he ftol: 
away an Iriſhman's bride, and took a French leave t 
me and his maſter ; but I valley not his going a fart- 
ing; but I have had hanger on his account—Miſtreſs 3 
ſcoulded like mad; thof I have the comfit that all the FF 
family took my part, and even Mr. Clinker pleaded 3 
for me on his bended knee ; thot, God he ne Ne x 
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licked her blood 
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ad raiſins enuff to complain; but he's a good ſole, 
bounding with Chriſtian meekneſs, and one day will 
I *Drcet with his reward. 
And now, dear Mary, we have got to Haddinghor- 
"Fough, among the Scots, who are civil enuff for our 
money, thof I don't ſpeak their lIingo—But they ſhould 
bot go for to impoſe upon foreigners ; for the bills in 
of Weir houſes fay, they have different eaſements to let; 
ry end behold there 1s nurro geaks in the whole kingdom, 
. Por any thing for poor ſervants, but a barre] with a 
3 air of tongs thrown a croſs ; and all the chairs in the 
ne. Jamily are emptied into this here barrel once aday; 
1, and at ten o'clock at night the whole cargo is flung 
_ ut of back a vindore that Tooks into ſome ſtreet or lane, 
and the maid calls gardy Jo to the paſſengers, which 
1. gnifies Lord have mercy upon you! and this is done 
1. very night in every houſe in Haddingborrough 
th Jo you may gueſs, Mary Jones, what a ſweet ſa- 
„ Four comes from ſuch a number ef profuming pans z 
re. but they ſay it is wholeſome, and, truly, I belie mit 
4 s; for being in the vapours, and thinking of Iſſabel 
and Mr. Clinker, I was going into fits of aſtericks, 
. ohen this fiff, ſaving your preſence, took me by the 
ey 1 oſe ſo powerfully that I ſneezed three times, and 
ax found myſelf wonderfully refreſhed ; and this to he 


2. 
=» 


ſure is the raiſin why there are no fits in Haddinbor- 
by Lough. 

d, I was likewiſe made belicve, that there was no- 
thing to be had but cart mea] and ſeep's heads; but if 
14 4 hadn't been a fool, I mought have known there could 
be no heads without kerkaſſes—'This very bleſſed day 
% I dined upon a delicate leg of Velſh mutton and cully- 
„„ flower; and as for the oat-meal, I leave that to the 
„ eervants of the country, which are pore drudges, many 
ot Jof them without ſhoes or ſteckings—Mr. Clinker tells 
me here is a great call of the goſpel ; but I wiſh ſome 
„of our family be not fallen off from the rite way 


he 0 if I Was given to tail- bearing, I have my own ſe- 
eq erets to diſcover— There has been a deal of huggling 
he and 


* 
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and flurtation betwixt miſtreſs andſan ould Scots officer, 
called Kiſmycago. He looks for all the orld like the 
ſcare- crow that our gardener ſet up to frite away the 
ſparows; and what will come of it the Lord nows ; but 
come what will, it ſhall never be ſaid that I menchioned 
a ſyllabub of the matter Remember me kindly to Saul 
and the kitten I hope they got the horn-buck, and will 
put it to a good yuſe, which is the conſtant prayer of, 


Dear Molly, 


your loving friend, 
Haddinghorrovgh, 


July 18. Win. JENKINS, 


CRAP RN CANE? 


To Sir WATKIN PHILLIPs, BART. OF JESUS 
| COLLEGE, OXON. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 
IF I ſtay much longer at Edinburgh, I ſhall be 


changed into a downright Caledonian—My uncle ob- 
ſerves, that I have already acquired ſomething of the 
country accent. The people here are fo ſocial and 
attentive in their civilities to ſtrangers, that I am inſen- 
ſibly fucked into the channel of their manners and cu!- 
toms, although they are in fact much more different 
from ours than you can imagine That difference, 
however, which ſtruck me very much at my firft ar- 
rival, | now hardly perceive, and my ear is perfectly 
reconciled to the Scotch accent, which I find even 
2 in the mouth of a pretty woman—It is a ſort 
of Doric dialect, which gives an idea of amiable ſim- 
plicty—You cannot imagine how we have been car- 
reſſed and feaſted in the good town of Edinburgh, of 
which we are become tree denizens and guild brothers, 
by the ſpecial favour of the magiltracy, 


I had 


3 » FE 4 


do viſit Edinburgh, pulled out a guinea, and defired 
the favour I would drink it at a tavern, with a par- 


1) I have pocketted your bounty.” * Yes (replied 


command that is not often found among their neigh- 
| buurs in the high-day of youth and exultation 


ful, to the Scots; for as far as I am able to judge, 
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I had-a whimkhcal commiſſion from Bath, to a citizen 
of this metropolis—Quin underſtanding our intention 


ticular friend and bottle-companion of his, one Mr. 
R— C— a lawyer of this city—I charged myſelf with 
the commiſſion, and taking the guinea, ** You ſee (ſaid 


« Quin, laughing); and a head-ake into the bargain, 
« if you drink fair.“ I made uſe of this introduction 
10 Mr. C—— who received me with open arms, and 
ave me the rendezvous, according to the cartel. He 
had provideed a company of jolly fellows, among 
whom 1 found myſelf extremely happy; and did Mr. 
C— and Quin all the juſtice in my power; but, alas, 
I was no more than a tiro among a troop of veterans, 
who had compaſhon upon my youth, and conveyed me 
home in the morning, by what means I know not— 
Quin was miſtaken, however, as to the head*ake ; the 
claret was too good to treat me ſo roughty. 
While Mr. Bramble holds conferences with the 
graver literati of the place, and our females are enter- 
tained at viſits by the Scotch ladies, who are the beſt 
and kindelt creatures upon earth, I paſs my time among 
the bucks of Edinburgh; who, with a great ſhare of 
d4pirit and vivacity, have a certain ſhrewdneſs and ſelf- 
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Not a hint eſcapes a Scotchman that can be interpreted 
into offence by any individual in the company; and 
national reflections are never heard In this par- 
ticular, I muſt own, we are both unjuſt and ungrate- 


they have a real eſteem for the natives of South-Biitain 
and never mention our country, but with expreſſions 
of regard — Nevertheleſs, they are far from being ſer- 
vile imitators of our modes and faſhionable vices. 
All their cuſtoms and regulations of public and private 
wconcmy, of buſineſs and diverſion, are in their own 


ſtile, 
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ſtile, This remarkably predominates in their looks, 


to reliſh their ſinged ſheep's-head and haggice, which 
were provided at our requeſt, one day at Mr. Mitchel- 
ſon's, where we dined — The firſt-put me in mind of 
the hiſtory of Congo, in which I had read of negroes 
heads fold publicly in the markets; the laſt, being a 
meſs of minced lights, livers, ſuet, oat-meal, onions, 
and pepper, incloſed in a ſheep's ſtomach, had a very 

ſudden effect upon mine, and the delicate Mrs. Tabby 


their dreſs, and manner, their muſic, and even their 2 
cookery. Our *ſquire declares, that he knows not few 
another people upon earth, ſo ſtrongly marked with a rea 
national character — Now we are upon the article of con 
cookery, I muſt own, ſome of their diſhes are ſavory, I this 
and even delicate; but I am not yet Scotchman enough © / 


in 
changed colour; when the cauſe of our diſguſt was th 
inſtantaneouſly removed at the nod of our entertainer, to 
The Scots in general, are attached to this compoſition, mi 
with a ſort of national fondneſs, as well as to their nc 
oatmeal bread ; which is preſented at every table, in la 
thin triangular cakes, baked upon a plate of iron, cal- 
led a grid e; and theſe, many of the natives, even in ar 


the higher ranks of life, prefer to wheaten-bread, IF 
which they have here in perfeftion—You know we h- 
uſed to vex poor Murray of Baliol-college, by aſking, 
if there was really no fruit but turnips in Scotland ? 
—Sure enough, I have ſcen turnips make their ap- V 
pearance, not as a deſert, but by way of hors d' WW 
oeuvres, or whets, as radiſhes are ſerved up betwixt 
more ſubſtantial diſhes in France and Italy; but it muſt 
be obſerved, that the turnips of this country are as 
much ſuperior in ſweetneſs, delicacy, and flavour, to W i: 
thoſe of England, as a muſk-melon is to the ſtock of 1 
a common cabbage. They are ſmall and conical, of a I 
yellowiſh colour, with a very thin ſkin; and, over i 
and above their agreeable taſte, are valuable for their 12 
antiſcorbutic quality — As to the fruit now. in ſeaſon, WW a 
ſuch as cherries, gooſeberries, and currants, there is Wt 
no want of them at Edinburgh; and in the gardens 
.of ſome gentlemen, who liye in this ee 
tnere 
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there is now a very favourable appearance of apri- 
© cots, peaches, nectarines, and even grapes: nay, I 
have ſeen a very fine ſhew of pine-apples within a 
© few miles of this metropolis. Indeed, we have no 
> reaſon to be ſurpriſed at theſe particulars, when we 
* conſider how little difference there is, in fact, betwixt 
this climate and that of London. 


All the remarkable places in the city and its ave- 


= nues, for ten miles around, we have viſited, much to 

our ſatisfaction. In the Caſtle are ſome royal apart- 

ments, where the ſovereign occahonally reſided; and 

here are carefully preſerved the regalia of the kingdom, 

conſiſting of a crown, ſaid to be of great —_ a 

N _ and a ſword of ſtate, adorned with jewels — 
0 


theſe ſymbols of ſovereignty, the people are exceed- 


: ingly jealous — A report being ſpread, during the ſit- 
ting of the union-parliament, that they were removed 
to London, ſuch a tumult aroſe, that the lord com- 
miſſioner would have been torn in pieces, it he had 


not produced them for the ſatis faction of the popu- 
lace. 


The palace of Holyrood-houſe is an elegant piece of 


architecture, but ſunk in an obſcure, and as I take 
it, unwholeſome bottom, where one would imagine it 
had been placed on purpoſe to be concealed. The apart- 
ments are lofty, but unfurniſhed ; and as for the pic- 
| tires of the Scottiſh kings, from Fergus I. to king 


William, they are paultry daubings, moſtly by the 
ame hand, painted either from the imagination, or 


porters hired to fit for the purpoſe. All the diverſions 


of London we enjoyed at Edinburgh, in a ſmall com- 
paſs. Here is a well-conducted concert, in which 
leveral gentlemen perform on different inſtruments — 
The Scots are all muficians— Every man you meet 
plays on the flute, the violin, or violoncello ; and there 
is one nobleman, whoſe compoſitions are univerſally 
admired — Our company of actors is very tolerable ; 
and a ſubſcription is now on foot for building a new 
theatre; but their aſſemblies pleaſe me above all other 
public exhibitions, 
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We have been at the hunters ball, where I was really 


aſtoniſhed to fee ſuch a number of fine women — The 
Engliſh, who have never croſſed the Tweed, imagine 


erroneouſly, that the Scotch ladies are not remarkable 4 | 
for, perional attractions; but, I can declare with 21 h 


ſafe conſcience, I never faw ſo many handſome females 


together, as were aſſembled on this occaſion, At the 


Leith races, the beſt company comes hither from th: 


remoter provinces; ſo that, I ſuppoſe, we had all the 


beauty of the kingdom concentrated as it were into 


one focus; which was, indeed, fo vehement, that my # 
heart could hardly refift its power—Between friends, V 
it has ſuſtained ſome damage from the bright eyes of 


the charming miſs R—n, whom I had the aonour to f 


dance with at the ball — The countels of Melvile at- 


trated all eyes, and the admiration of all preſent - 
She was accompanied by the agreeable mits Grieve, 


who made many conqueſts; nor did my ſiſter Liddy 


paſs unnoticed in the aſſembly — She is become a toalt di 
at Edinburgh, by the name of the Fair Cambrian, and 


has already been the occaſion of much wine-ſhed ; but 
the poor girl met with an accident at the ball, which 


has given us great diſturbance. 


A young gentleman, the expreſs image of tha 


raſcal Wilſon, went up to aſk her to dance a minuet; eg 


and his ſudden appearance ſhocked her ſo much, that 
{he fainted away — I call Wilſon a raſcal, becauſe, i 


he had been really a gentleman, with honourable in- 
tentions, he would have, ere now, appeared in his own WW 
character I muſt own, my blocd boils with indigna- We 
tion when I think of that fellow's preſumption ; and vi 
Heaven confound me if I don't— But I won't be 


womaniſh as to rail— Time will, perhaps, furniſh 
occalion 


order remains a ſecret. The lady directreſs of the ball, 
thinking ſne was overcome by the heat of the place, 
had her conveyed to another room, where ſhe ſoon re- 
covered ſo well, as to return and join in the country- 
dances, in which the Scotch laſſes acquit — 

| WI 


Thank God, the cauſe of Liddy's di- 
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b With ſuch ſpirit and agility, as put their partners to the 
height of their mettle —L believe our aunt, Mrs. Ta- 
: © bitha, had entertained hopes of being able to do ſome 


execution among the cavaliers at this afſembly — She 


had been ſeveral days in conſultation with milliners and 
mantuamakers, preparing for the occaſion, at which 
e ſhe made her appearance in a full ſuit of damaſk, ſo 
e thick and heavy, that the fight of it alone, at this 
| ſeaſon of the year, was ſufficient to draw drops of 
% | fiveat from any man of ordinary imagination — She 
y danced one minuet with our friend, Mr. Mitchelſon, 
„ Who favoured her fo far, in the ſpirit of hoſpitality and 
of politeneſs; and ſhe was called out a ſecond time by the 
to young laird of Ballymawhawple, who, coming in by 
t- accident, could not readily find any other partner; but 
as the firſt was a married man, and the ſecond payed 
ve, no particular homage, to her charms, which were alſo 
over-looked by the reſt of the company, ſhe became 
diſſatisfied and cenſorious At ſupper, ſhe obſerved 
that the Scotch gentlemen made a very good figure, 
when they were a little improved by travelling; and 
therefore it was pity they did not all take the benefit of 
going abroad — She ſaid the women were aukward, 
maſculine creatures; that, in dancing, they lifted their 
legs like ſo many colts; that they had no 4. of grace- 
that ful motion, and put on their clothes in a frightful man- 
„ü net; but if the truth muſt be told, Tabby herſelf was 
in the moſt ridiculous figure, and the worſt dreſſed of the 
»wa hole aſſembly — The negle&t of the male ſex ren- 
na -· ¶ered her malcontent and peeviſh ; ſhe now found fault 
and with every thing at Edinburgh, and teized her brother 
ze ſo No leave the place, when the was ſuddenly reconciled to 
niſu Nit on a religious conſideration — There is a ſect of 
dil. Nanatics, who have ſeparated themſelves from the eſ- 
ball, Mabliſhed kirk, under the name of Seceders They 
lace, Ncknowledge no earthly head of the church, reject lay- 
1 re-Watronage, and maintain the methodiſt doctrines of 


ury- Je new birth, the new light, the efficacy of grace, the 


elves Wnſufficiency of works, and the operations of the 
wirt. Mrs. Tabitha, attended by Humphry Clinker, 
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was introduced to one of their conventicles, where 
they both received much edification; and ſhe has had 
the good fortune to come acquainted with a piou 


\ Chriſtian, called Mr. Moffat, who is very powerful 


in prayer, and often aſſiſts her in private exerciſes of 
devotion. 
I never ſaw ſuch a concourſe of genteel company a 


any races in England, as appe dd on the courle of 


Leith — Hard by, in the fields cailed the Links, the 
citizens of Edinburgh divert themſelves at a game call. 
ed golf, in which they uſe a curious kind of bats, tip: 
with horn, and ſmall elaftic balls of leather, ſtuff 
with feathers, rather leſs than tennis balls, but of x 


much harder conſiſtence — This they ſtrike with ſuc: 


a force and dexterity from one hole to another, that 
they will fly to an incredible diſtance, Of this dive 


ſion the Scots are ſo fend, that when the weather will 


permit, you may fee a multitude of all ranks, fron 
the ſenator of juftice to the loweſt tradeſmen, minglel 
together in their ſhirts, and following the balls wit 
the utmoſt eagerneſs — Among others, I was they 
one particular ſet of golfers, the youngeſt of whon 
was turned of fourſcore — They were all gentlemen of 
independent fortunes, who had amuſed themſelves wit! 
this paſtime for the beſt part of a century, withou 
having ever felt the leaſt alarm from ſickneſs or diſguſt; 
and they never went to bed, without: having each (| 
beſt part of a gallon of claret in his belly. Such un 
Interrupted exerciſe, co-operating with the keen a 
from the ſea, muſt, without all doubt, keep the appe 
tite always on edge, and ſteel the conſtitution again 
all the common attacks of diſtemper. 

The Leith races gave occaſion to another entertain 


ment of a very ſingular nature— There is at Edin 
burgh a ſociety or corporation of errand-boys, call: 
- cawdies, who ply in the ſtreets at night with pape 
lanthrons, and are very ſerviceable in carrying me! 
ages — Theſe fellows, though ſhabby in their appez 
ance, and rudely familiar in their addrets, are wouds 

Ul 
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fully acute, and fo noted for fidelity, that there is no 
{WW inftance of a cawdy's having betrayed his truſt — 
1; MW Such is their intelligence, that they know, not only 
il {MW every individual of the place, but alſo every ſtranger, 
of by that time he has been four and twenty hours in 
Edinburgh; and no tranſaction, even the moſt private, 
can eſcape their notice —They are particularly famous 
for their dexterity in executing one of the functions 
te of Mercury; though, for my own part, I never em- 
. ployed them in this department of bufineſs — Had IL 
mm occaſion for any ſervice of this nature, my own man 
ei Archy M' Alpine, is as well qualified as eber a cawdie 
in Edinburgh; and I am much miſtaken, if he has 
not been heretofore of their fraternity. Be that as it 
bat may they reſolved to give a dinner and a ball at Leith, 
. to which they formally invited all the young noblemen 
vin and gentlemen that were at the races; and this invi- 
aul tation was reinforced by an aſſurance that all the cele- 
elf brated ladies of pleaſure would grace the entertainment 
vin with their company. — I received a card on this oc- 
wills cahon, and went thither with half a dozen of my ac- 
aon quatntance.— In a large hall the cloth was laid on a 
n ol long range of tables joined together, and here the com- 
wi pany ſeated themſelves, to the number of about four- 
hou ſcore, lords, and lairds, and other gentlemen, courte- 
uit zans and cawdies mingled together, as the ſlaves, and 
he their maſters were in the time of the Saturnalia in 
un ancient Rome, — The toaſtmaſter, who ſat at the up- 
ai per end, was one Cawdie Fraſer, a veteran pimp, diſ- 
ppc tinguiſhed for his humour and ſagacity, well known 
ain and much reſpected in his profeſſion by all the gueſts, 
male and female, that were here aſſembled. — He had 
beſpoke the dinner and the wine: he had taken care 
that all his brethern ſhould appear in decent apparel 
and clean linen ; and he himſelf wore a periwig with 
three tails, in honour of the feſtival. —I aſſure you 
the banquet was both elegant and plentiful, and ſea- 
ſoned with a thouſand fallies, that promoted a general 
ſpirit of mirth and good humour. — After the deſert, 
Mr, Fraſer propoſed the following toaſts, which I don't 
D 2 pretend 


. * 


— 2 UW MA. s vw 
d , 7 — — 
P A cc. 


OY 


r — 


2 


ö 
9 


64% Tur EXPEDITION or 


pretend to explain.—“ The beſt in Chriſte ndom.“— 
« Gibb's contract.“ — *« The beggar's benniſon.“ 
—— King and kirk.” —** Ora Britain and Ire. 
« land.“ — Then, filling a bumper, and turning ty 
me, «©. Maſter Malford, (ſaid he) may a' unkindneſs 
% ceaſe betwixt John Bull and his ſiſter Moggy.” 
— The next perſon he ſingled out, was a nobleman 
who had been long abroad. —* Ma lord, (cried 
* Fraſer) here is a bumper to a* thoſe noblemen who 
% have virtue enough to ſpend their rents in their ain 
« countray. — He afterwards addreſſed himſelf to a 
member ot parliament in theſe words: —** Meſter — 
« I'm ſure ye'll ha' nae objeftion to my drinking, 
„ Digrace and dule to ilka Scot, that ſells his conſci- 
« ence and his vote.” —He diſcharged a third ſarcaſm 
at a perſon very gaily dreſſed, who had riſen from ſmall 
Deginnings, and made a conſiderable fortune at play.— 
Filling his glaſs, and calling him by name,“ Lang lite 
% (ſaid he) to the wylie loon that gangs a- field with 
« a toom poke at his lunzie, and comes hame with 
« ſackful of filler.” — All theſe toaſts being re- 
ceived with loud burſts of applauſe, Mr. Fraſer called 
for pint glaſſes, and filled his own to the brim : then 
ſtanding up, and all hs brethern following his exam- 
ple, Ma lords and gentlemen (cried he), here is a 
% cup of thanks for the great and undeſerved honour 
« you have done your poor errand-boys this day. — 
So ſaying, he and they drank off their glaſſes in a 
trice, and, quitting their ſeats, took their ſtation each 
behind one of the other gueſts ; — exclaiming, “ Noo 
«© we're your honours cawdies again.” 

The nobleman who had bore the firſt brunt of 
Mr. Fraſer's fatire, objected to his abdication. He 
ſaid, as the company was aſſembled by invitation 
from the cawdies, he expected they were to be enter- 
tained at their expence. By no means, my lord, 
6 2 Fraſer) I wad na be guilty of fic preſumption 
« for the wide warld — I never affronted a gentleman 
« fince I was born; and ſure at this age, I _ 
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| « offer an indignity to ſic an honourable convention.” 
; « Well, (ſaid his Lordſhip) as you have expended 
„ ſome wit, you have a right to fave your money. 
* <« You have given me good counſel, and I take it in 
good part. As you have voluntarily quitted your 
4 ſeat, I. will take your place with the leave of the 
* « good company, and think myſelf happy to be hail- 
ed, Father of the Feaſt. He was forthwith elected 
into the chair, and complimented in a bumper in his 
new character. 


ruption, till the glaſſes ſeemed to dance upon the table, 
and this, perhaps, was a hint to the ladies to call for 
muſic — At eight in the evening the ball began in ano- 
ther apartment: at midnight we went to ſupper, but 
it was broad day before I found the way to my lodg- 
ings; and, no doubt his Lordſhip had a ſwinging bill 
do diſcharge. | 


that my uncle begins to be alarmed on the ſcore of my 
conſtitution, and very ſeriouſly obſeryes, that all his 
» own infirmities are owing to ſuch exceſſes indulged in 
his youth — Mrs. Tabitha ſays it would be more for 
| the advantage of my foul as well as body, if, inſtead 
of frequenting theſe ſcenes of debauchery, I would 
© accompany Mr. Moffat and her to hear a ſermon of 
| the reverend Mr, M*Corkindale.—Clinker often ex- 


| parties in the family way. — We have not only ſeen 


pital, but we have alſo croſſed the Firth, which is 
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The claret continued to circulate without inter- 


In ſhort, IJ have lived fo riotouſly for ſome weeks, 


horts me, with a groan, to take care of my precious 


| health; and evey Archy M<Alpine, when he happens 
to be overtaken, (which is ofteney the caſe than I 
could wiſh) reads me a long lecture upon temperance 
and ſobriety ; and is fo yery wiſe and ſententious, that, 
if I could provide him with a profeſſor's chair, I would 
willingly give up the benefis of his admonitions and 
| ſervice together; for I was tutor- ſick at alma mater. 


I am not, however, ſo muck engroſſed by the 
gaieties of Edinburgh, but that I find time to make 


all the. villas and villages within ten miles of the ca- 


RF --- an 


2 


E 


p * * - 
e 


rr 


x 

I 

5 
, 
, 


ee and 


—— . — ũ ——— 2K on” EE — —— www wo — — — — — — — — 


66 Tus: EXPEDITION or 
an arm of the ſea ſeven miles broad,. that divides 
Lothian from the ſhire, or as the Scots call it, the 
kingdom of Fife. There is a number of large open 
ſea-boats that ply on this paſſage from Leith to King- 
horn, which is a borough on the other fide. In one 
of theſe our whole family embarked three days ago, 
excepting my ſiſter, who, being exceedingly fearful 
of the water, was left to the care of Mrs. Mitchel- 
ſon. We had an ealy and quick paſſage into Fife, 
where we viſited a number of poor towns on the ſea- 
ſide, including St. Andrews, which is the ikeleton of 
a venerable city; but we were much better pleaſed 
with ſome noble and elegant ſeats and caſtles, of which 
there is a great number in that part of Scotland. Yel- 
terday we took boat again on our return to Leith, with 
fair wind and agreeable weather; but we had not ad- 
vanced, half-way when the ſky was ſuddenly over- 
caſt, and the wind changing, blew directly in our 
teeth; ſo that we were obliged to turn, or tack the 
reſt of the way, In a word, the gale increaſed to a 
ftorm of wind and rain, attended with ſuch a fog, 
that we could not ſee the town of Leith, to which we 
were bound, nor even the caſtle oft Edinburgh, not- 
withſtanding its high ſituation, It is not to be dqubt- 
ed but that we were all alarmed on this occaſion. 
And at the fame time, moſt of the paſſengers were 
zeized with a nauſea that produced violent retchings. 
My aunt deſired her brother to order the boatmen to 
put back to Kinghorn, and this expedient he actually 
ropoſed ; but they aſſured him there was no danger. 
Mrs, Tabitha finding them obſtinate, began to ſcold, 
and inſiſted upon my uncle's exerting his authority as 
a juſtice of the peace. Sick and peeviſh as he was, he 
could not help laughing at this wiſe propoſal, telling 
her, that his e did not extend ſo far, and, it 
it did, he ſhould let the people take their own way ; 
for he thought it would be great preſumption in hin 
to direct them in the exerciſe of their own profeſſion. 
Mrs, Winifred Jenkins made a general clearance wth 
593 &r 2-44 334 & Wh be the 
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the aſſiſtance of Mr. Humphry Clinker, who joined 
her both in prayer and ejaculation. — As he took it 
for granted that we ſhould not be long in this world, 
he offered ſome ſpiritual conſolation to Mrs. Tabitha, 
E who rejected it with great diſguſt, bidding him keep 
his ſermons for thoſe who had leiſure to hear ſuch non- 
= ſenſe. My uncle fat, recollected in himſelf, without. 
» ſpeaking 3 my man Archy had recourſe to a brandy- 
bottle, with which he made fo tree, that I imagined 
he had ſworn to ſie of drinking any thing rather than 
© ſea water: but the brandy had no more effect upon 
bim in the way of intoxication, than if it had been 
bia water in good carneit. — As for myſelf, I was too 
mwuch engrofled by the ſickneſs at my ſtomach, to think 
of any thing elle. — Meanwhile the ſea ſwelled moun- 
# tains high, the boat pirched with ſuch violence, as if 
it had been goirg to pieces; the cordage rattled, the 
> wind roared ; the lightning flaſhed, the thunder bellowed, 
and the rain deſcended in a deluge — Every time the 
veſſel was put about, we ſhip'd a fea that drench'd us 
all to the tkm,—When, by dint of turning, we 
thought to have cleared the pier head, we were driven 
to leeward, and then the boatmen themſelves began to 
fear that the tide would fail before we ſhould fetch up 
n. our lee-way : the next trip, however, brought us into 
re {mooth water, and we were ſafely landed on the quay, 
gs. {bout one o'clock in the afternoon. —“ To be ſure 


to “ (cried Tabby, when ſhe found herſelf on ferra 


my firma) we muſt all have periſhed, if we had not 
er, “ been the particular care of Providence. — Yes, (re- 
d, “ plied my uncle) but I am much of the honeſt high- 
as “ lander's mind — after he had made ſuch a paſſage as 
he W* this: his friend told him he was much indebted to 
ling Providence; Certainly, (faid Donald) but, by 
, if my faul, mon, I'ſe ne'er trouble Providence again, 
av ; I fo long as the brig of Stirling ſtands,” — You mult 
him {now the brig, or bridge of Stirling, ſtands above 
jon. Pventy miles up the river Forth, of which this is the 
with PÞutlet —T don't find that our ſquire has ſuffered in 

the is health from this adventure; but poor Liddy is in 
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a peaking way — I'm afraid this unfortunate girl is 
uneaſy in her mind; and this apprehenſion diſtract 
me, for ſhe is really an amiable creature, 

We ſhall ſet out to-morrow or next day for Stirling 
and Glaſgow ; and we propoſe to peneirate a little way 
into the- Highlands, before we turn our courſe to 
the ſouthward — In the mean time, commend me to 
all our friends round Carfax, and believe me to be, 


ever yours, 
Edinb. Aug. 8. J. MELrogn, 


CE EEE r 
To Dr. LEWIS. 


I SHOULD be very ungrateful, dear Lewis, if ! 
did not find myiclt diſpoſed to think and ſpeak favour. 
ably of this people, among whom I have met with 
more kindneſs, hoſpitality, and rational entertain- 
ment, in a few weeks, than eyer I received in any 
other country during the whole courſe of my life— 
Perhaps, the gratitude excited by theſe benefits may 
interfere with the impartiality of my remarks; for a 
man is as apt to be prepoſlefied by particular favours 
as to be prejudiced by private motives of diſguſt, If 
I am partial, there is, at leaſt, ſome merit in my 
er from illiberal prejudices which had grown 
up with my conſtitution. 

The firſt impreſſrons which an Engliſhman receives 
in this country, will not contribute to the removal of 
his prejudices ; becauſe he refers every thing he ſees 
to a compariſon with the ſame articles in his own 
country ; and this compariſon is unfavourable to Scot- 
land in all its exteriors, ſuch as the face of the country 
in reſpe& to cultivation, the appearance of the bulk 
of the people, and the language of converſation in ge- 
neral. - I am not ſo far convinced by Mr, Liſmahago's 


arguments, but that I think the Scots would do * 
| or 


- 


for their own ſakes, to adopt the Engliſh idioms and 
pronunciation; thoſe of them eſpecially, who are re- 
* ſolved to puſh their fortunes in South-Britain. —I 
know, by experience, bow eafily an Engliſhman is in- 
© fluenced by the ear, and how apt he is to laugh, when 
he hears his own language ſpoken with a foreign or 
E provincial accent — I have known a member of the 
book of commons ſpeak with great energy and pre- 
ciſion, without being able to engage attention, be- 
* cauſe his obſervations were made in the Scotch dialect, 
| which (no offence to lieutenant Liſmahago) certainly 
gives a clowniſh air even to ſentiments of the greateſt 
dignity and decorum. —I have declared my opinion on 
this head to ſome of the moſt ſenſible men of this 
country, obſerving, at the ſame time, that if they 
* would employ a few natives of England to teach the 
pronunciation of our vernacular tongue, in twenty 
years there would be no difference, in point of di- 
| aleft, between the youth of Edinburgh and of Lon- 
don. | 
The civil regulations of this kingdom and metro- 
polis are taken from very different models from thoſe 
of England, except in a few particular eſtabliſhments, 
the neceſſary conſequences of the union. — Their col- 
lege of juſtice is a bench of great dignity, filled with 
| judges of character and ability. — I have heard fome 
* cauſes tried before this venerable tribunal ; and was 
very much pleaſed with the pleadings of their adve- 
| cates, who are by no means deficient either in argu- 
ment or elocution. The Scottiſh legiſlation is founded, 
in a great meaſure, on the civil law; conſequently, 
their proceedings vary from thoſe of the Engliſh tri- 
bunals ; but, I think, they have the advantage of us 
in their method of examining witneſſes apart, and in 
the conſtitution of their jury, by which they certainly 
avoid the evil which I mentioned in my laſt from Lit- 
mahago's obſervation. 
The univerſity of Edinburgh is ſupplied with excel- 
lent profeſſors in all the ſciences; and the medical 
| ichool, 
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70 Txt EXPEDITION or 
ſchool, in particular, is famous all over Europe, — 
The ſtudents of this art have the beſt opportunity of 
learning it to perfection, in all its branches, as there 
are different courſes for the theory of medicine and the 
pratlice of medicine; for anatomy, chemifiry, botany, 
and the materia medica, over and above thoſe of ma. 
thematics and experimental philoſophy ; and all theſe are 
given by men of diſtinguiſhed talents. What renders 
this part of education ſtill more complete, is the ad- 
vantage of attending the infirmary, which is the beſt 
inſtituted charitable foundation that I ever knew. 
Now we are talking of charities, here are ſeveral hoſ- 
pitals, exceedingly well endowed, and maintained 
under admirable regulations; and theſe are not only 
uſeful, but ornamental to the city. Among theſe, I 
ſhall only mention the general work-houſe, in which 
all the poor, not otherwiſe provided for, are employ- 
ed, according to their different abilities, with fuch 
judgment and effect, that they nearly maintain them- 
ſelves by their labour, and there is not a beggar to be 
ſeen within the precincts of this metropolis. It was 
Glaſgow that ſet the example of this eſtabliſhment, 
about thirty years ago Even the kirk of Scotland, 
ſo long reproached with fanataciſm and canting, abounds 
at | ern with miniſters celebrated for their learning, 
and reſpectable for their moderation I have heard 
their ſermons with equal aftoniſhment and pleaſure.— 
The good people of Edinburgh no longer think dirt 
and cob-webs eſſential to the houſe of God. — Some 
of their churches have admitted ſuch ornaments as 
would haye excited ſedition, even in England, a little 
more than a century ago; and pſalmody is here prac- 
tiſed and taught by a profeſſor from the cathedral of 
Durham :— I ſhould not be ſurpriſed, in a few years, 
to hear it accompanied with an organ, | 
Edinburgh is a hot-bed of genius — I have had the 
good fortune to be made acquainted with many au- 
thors of the firſt diſtinction; ſuch as the two Humes, 
Robertſon, Smith, Wallace, Blair, Ferguſon, Wilkie, 
&c. and I have found them all as agreeable in con- 
ver ſation 
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| verfation as they are inſtructive and entertaining in 
their writings. Theſe acquaintances I owe to the friends 
* ſhip of Dr, Carlyle, who wants nothing but inclina- 
tion to figure with the reſt upon paper. The ma- 
| giſtracy of Edinburgh is changed every year by elec- 
tion, and feems to be very well adapted both for ſtate 
and authority. — The /ord proweft is equal in dignity 
to the lord mayor of London; and the Jour bailies are 
. 7 to the rank of aldermen. — There is a dean 


a a treaſurerz a town-clerk;z; and the council is com- 
in rotation, as repreſentative of every company of 
> aitificers or handicraftſmen. Though this city, from 
* the nature of its ſituation, can never be made either 
very convenient or very cleanly, it has, nevertheleſs, 
an air of magnificence that commands reſpe&t.— The 
* reture. — Its fortifications are kept in good order, and 


is relieved every year; but it is incapable of ſuſtaining 


of war — The caſtle hill, which extends from the out- 


Proſpect, equally extenſive and 1 over the 
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guild, who takes cognizance of mercantile affairs; 


ſed of deacons, one of whom is returned every year, 


caſtle is an inſtance of the ſublime in ſcite and archi- 
there is always in it a garriſon of regular ſoldiers, which 
a ſiege carried on according to the modern operations 


ward gate to the upper end of the high-ſtreet, is uſed 
as a public walk for the citizens, and commands a 


county of Fife, on the other ſide of the Frith, and 
all along the ſea-coaſt, which is covered with a ſuc- 
ceſſion of towns that would ſeem to indicate a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of commerce; but, if the truth mult 
be told, theſe towns have been falling to decay ever 
fince the union, by which the Scots were, in a great 
meaſure deprived of their trade with France, 
The palace of Holy-rood-houle is a jewel in architec- 
ture, thruſt into a hollow where it cannot be ſeen; a 
ſituation which was certainly not choſen by the in- 
| rage” architect, who mult have been confined to the 
cite of the old palace, which was a convent, Edin- 
burgh is conuderably extended on the ſouth fide, r 

there 
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there are divers little elegant ſquares built in the Eng. 
liſh manner; and the citizens have planned ſome im- 
provements on the north, which, when put in execu- 
tion, will add greatly to the beauty and convenience 
of this capital. 

The ſea-port is Leith, a flouriſhing town, about a 
mile from this city, in the harbour of which I have 
ſeen above one hundred ſhips lying all together. You 
muſt know, I had the curieſity to croſs the Frith in 3 
paſſage-boat, and ſtayed two days in Fife, which is 
remarkably fruitful in corn, and exhibits a ſurpriſing 
number of fine ſeats, elegantly built, and magnih- 
cently furniſhed. There is an incredible number of 
noble houſes in every part of Scotland that I have 
ſeen. — Dalkeith, Pinkie, Yeſter, and lord Hopton's, 
all of them within four or five miles of Edinburgh, 
are princely palaces, in every one of which a ſovereign 
might relide at his caſe. —I ſuppoſe the Scots affect 
thele monuments of grandeur — If I may be allowed 
to mingle cenſure with my remarks upon a people J 
revere, I mult obſerve, that their weak ſide ſeems to 
be vanity. — I am afraid that even their hoſpitality is 
not quite free of oſtentation. — I think I have diſ- 
covered among them uncommon pains taken to dif- 
play their fine linen, of which, indeed, they have 

reat plenty, their furniture, plate, houle-keeping and 
variety of wines, in which article, it muſt be owned, 
they are profuſe, if not prodigal. —A burgher of 
Edinburgh, not content to vie with a citizen of Lon- 
don, who has ten times his fortune, muſt excel him 
in the expence as well as elegance of the entertain- 
ments. 

Though the villas of the Scotch nobility and gen- 
try have generally an air of grandeur and tate, I 
think their gardens and parks are not comparable to 
thoſe of England; a circumſtance the more remarka- 
ble, as I was told by the ingenious Mr. Phillip Miller 
of Chelſea, that almoſt all the gardeners of South- 
Britain were natives of Scotland. The verdure . 
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# this country is not equal to that of England. — The 
pleaſure- grounds are, in my opinion, not ſo well laid 
out according to the genius luci; nor are the lawns, 
and walks, and hedges kept in ſuch delicate order, 


not ſuch an agreeable natural effect, as when they are 
| thrown into irregular groupes, with intervening glades; 
and the firs, which they generally raiſe around their 
houſes, look dull and funercal in the ſummer ſeaſon, 
El muſt confeſs, indeed, that they yield ſerviceable 
timber, and good ſhelter againſt the northern blaſts 
that they grow and thrive in the moſt harren foil, and 


| muſt render the air very falutary and ſanative to lungs 
| of a tender texture. 


| of drowning, and I of catching cold, in con equence 


| well as her's, have been happily diſappointed. — She 


of Liddy. — Something uncommon is the matter with 
that poor child; her colour fades, her appetite fails, 
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— The trees are planted in prudiſh rows, which have 


continually perſpire a fine balſam of turpentine, which 


Tabby and I have been both frightened in our re- 
turn by ſea from the coaſt of Fife. — She was afraid 


| of being drenched with ſea-water 3 but my fears, as 


is now in perfect health; I wiſh I could ſay the ſame 


and her ſpirits flag. — She is become moping and me- 
lancholy, and is often found in tears. — Her brother 
ſuſpects internal uneaſineſs on account of Wilſon, and 
denounces vengeance againſt that adventurer. — She 
was, it ſeems, ſtrongly affected at the ball by the ſud- 
den appearance of one Mr. Gordon, who ſtrongly 
reſembles the ſaid Wilſon 3 but I am rather ſuſpi- 
cious that ſhe caught cold by being overheated with 
dancing. — I have conſulted Dr, Gregory, an emi- 
nent phyſician of an amiable character, who adviſes 
the highland air, and the uſe of goat-milk whey, 
which, turely, cannot have a bad effect upon a patient 
who was born and bred among the mountaing of 
Wales. — The doctor's opinion is the more agreeable, 
as we ſhall find thoſe remedies in the very place which 
| propoſed as the utmolt extent of our expedition —— 
| mean the borders of Argyle. 
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Mr. Smollet, one of the judges of the commiſſar; 
court, which is now fitting, has very kindly infiſteg 
upon our lodging at his country houle, on the banks 
of Lough-Lomend, about fourteen miles beyond 
Glaſgow. For this laſt city we ſhall ſet out in two 
days, and take Stirling in our way, well provided with 
recommendations from our friends at IEdinbu gh, 
whom, I proteſt, I ſhall leave with mvch rent, 
am fo far from thinking it any hardſhip to live in this 
country, that, if I was obliged to lead a town life, 
3 would certainly be the head quatrte!s 
0 


Yours always, 


Ecr. Auguſt 8. MATT. BRAMBLE, 


ODU 


To Sir WATEINT PHILLiPs, BART, OF JEsSUs 
COLLEGE, OXON. 


DEAR KNIGHT, 

I A M now little ſhort of the Ultima Thule, if 
this appellation properly belongs to the Oikneys or 
Hebrides Theſe laſt are now lying before me, to 
the amount of ſome hun:ited, ſcattered up and down 
the Deucalidonian fea, affording the molt pictureſque 
and romantic proſpect 1 ever beheid — I write this 
letter in a gentleinan's houſe, near the town of In- 
verary, which may be deemed the capital of Well 
Highlands, famous for 758 ſo much as for the 
ſtately caſtle begun, ard actually covered in by the 
late duke of Argyle, at a prodigious expence — Whe- 
ther it will ever he completely finiſhed is a queſtion — 

But to take things in order. — We left Edinburgh 
ten days ago; and the further North we proceed, we 
find Mis. Tabitha the leſs manageable; ſo that her 
inclinations are not of the nature of the loadſtone; 
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© they point pot towards the pole. What made 
ber leave Edinburgh with reluctance at laſt, if we may 
believe her own aſſertions, was a diſpute which ſhe 
left unfiniſhed with Mr. Moffat, touching the eter- 
nity of hell torments. That gentleman, as he ad- 
© yanced in years, began to be iceptical on this head, 
till, at length, he declared open war againſt the com- 
mon acceptation of the word eternal. He is now per- 

| ſuaded, that erer nal ſignifies no more than an inde- 
finite number years; and that the moſt enormous ſin- 
ner may be quit for nie millions, ine hundred thou- 
ſand, nine bundred and ninety- xine years of bell fire; 
which term or period, as he very well obſerves, forms 

but an inconſiderable drop, as it were, in the ocean of 

| Weternity — For this mitigation he contends, as a ſyſtem 
* {W:orecable to the ideas of goodneſs and mercy, which 
ve annex to the ſupreme Being — Our aunt ſeemed 
0 villing to adopt this doctrine in favour of the wicked, 
but he hinted, that no per{on whatever was io righteous 
as to be exempted entirely from puniſhment in a fu— 
ture ſtate; and that the moit pious Chriſtian upon 
earth might think himſelf very happy to get off for 
a ſaft of teven cr eight thouſand years in the midſt 
ii Wef fhre and brimitone. Nis. Tabitha revolted at this 
logie, Which filled her at once with horror and in- 


o Neiguation -— She hal recourte to the opinion of Hume 
en Mybry Cliaker, who rounaly declared it was the po— 
que i doctrine of purgatory, and quoted ſcripture in 
this Wickence of the fre evirlafting prepared for the devil 
In- Ibis angels — The reverind maſter Mackcorkendale, 
V cl. ud all te theologiſts and ſainis of that perſuaſion 
the Wecre conſulted, and fome of them had doubts about 
the hi matter; which doubts and ſcruples had begun to 
he- Wife our aunt, when we took our departure from 
n Fiaburgh. 
ur gl We patled through Linlithgow, where there was 
„We n elegant royal palace, which is now gone to de- 
t het ay, as well as the town itſelf — This too is pretty 
tone; 


uch the caſe with Stirling, though it ſtill boaſts of 
they N dne old caſtle, in which the kings of Scotland were 
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76 THE EXPEDITION or 


wont to reſide in cheir minority — But Glaſgow is the 
pride of Scotland, and, indeed, it might very well 
ſs for an elegant and flouriſhing city in any part of 
Chriſtendom. There we had the good fortune to b: 
received into the houſe of Mr. Moore, an eminent 
ſurgeon, to whom we were recommended by one of 
our friends at Edinburgh ; and, truly, he could not | 
have done us more eſſential ſervice — Mr. Moore is a1 
merry facetious companion, ſenſible and ſhrewd, with 
a confiderable fund of humour; and his wife an f 
agreeable woman, well-bred, kind, and obliging — 
Kindneſs, which I take to be the effence of good. \ 
nature and humanity, is the diſtinguiſhing character. e 
iſtic of the Scotch ladies in their own country — Our ] 
landlord ſhewed us every thing, and introduced us to e 
all the world at Glaſgow; where, through his re- I 
commendation, we were complimented with the free- Un 
dom of the town. Confidering the trade and opulence t. 
of this place, it cannot but abound with gaiety and tl 
di erſions — Here is a great number of young fellows W L 
that rival the youth of the capital in ſpirit and ex- «© 
pence ; and I was ſoon convinced, that all the fe- 21 
male heauties of Scotland were not aſſembled at the fe 
hunters ball in Edinburgh — The town of Glaſzor: W b:; 
flouriſhes in learning, as well as in commerce — Here 
is an univerſity, with profeſſors in all the different MW th 
branches of ſcience, liberally endowed, and judiciouſly Nan 
choſen — It was vacation time when I paſſed, fo that! MW a 
could not entirely ſatisfy my curiofity ; but their mod 
of education is certainly preferable to ours in ſome te- 
ſp:&s — The ſtudents are not left to the private in- 
ſtruction of tutors; but taught in public ſchools or 
claſſes, each ſcience by its pargicular profeſſor or re- 
nt. 
8 uncle is in raptures with Glaſgow — He not in 
only viſited all the manufactures of the place, hut t 
made excurſions all round, to Hamilton, Paiſley, if 
Renfrew, and every other place within a dozen miles, fc 
where there was any thing remarkable to be ſeen in 7 
art or nature, I believe the exerciſe, occaſioned by 
the 
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manner of beſieging. It is a rock of conſiderable ex- 


| the confluence of two rivers, the Clyde and the 


and there is no riſing-ground in the neighbourhood 
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theſe jaunts, was of ſervice to my ſiſter Liddy, whoſe 
appetite and ſpirits began to revive — Mrs. Tabitha 
diſplayed her attractions as uſual, and actually be- 
lieved ſhe had entangled one Mr. Maclellan, a rich 
inkle manufacturer, in her ſnares ; but when matters 
came to an explanation, it appeared that his attach- 
ment was altogether ſpiritual, founded upon an in- 
tercourſe of devotion, at the meeting of Mr. John 
Weſley ; who, in the courſe of his evangelical miſ- 
fion, had come hither in perſion — At length, we ſet 
out for the banks of Lough-Lomond, paſſing through 
the little borough of Dumbarton, or (as my uncle 
will have it) Dunbr:tton, where there is a caſtle moxe 
curious than any thing of the kind I had ever ſeen — 
It is honoured with a particular deſcription by the 
elegant Buchannan, as an arx incæaf ug nabilis, and, 
indeed, it muſt have been impregnable by the ancient 
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tent, riſing with a double top, in an angle formed by 


Leven; perpendicular and inacceſſible on all fides, 
except in one place where the entrance is fortified 


from whence it could be damaged by any kind of 
battery. 

From Dumbarton, the weſt Highlands appear in 
the form of huge, duſky mountains, piled one over 
another; but this proſpect is not at all ſurpriſing to 
a native of Glamorgan— We have fixed cu; head- 
quarters at Cameron, a very neat country-houſe be- 
longing to commiſſary Smollet, where we found every 
fort of accommodation we could deſire — It is ſituated 
like a Druid's temple, in a grove of oak, cloſe by 
the ſide of Lough-Lomond, which is a ſurpriſing 
body of pure tranſparent water, unfathomably deep 
in many places, ſix or ſeven miles broad, fcur and 
twenty miles in length, dilplaying above twenty green 
iſlands, covered with wood; ſome of them cultivated 
for corn, and many of them ſtocked with red deer — 
They belong to different gentlemen, whoſe ſeats are 
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ſcattered along the banks of the lake, which are agree. 
ably romantic beyond all conception. My uncle and 
J have left the women at Cameron, as Mrs. Tabitha 
would by no means truſt herſelf again upon the water, 
and to come hither it was neceſſary to croſs a ſmall in- 
let of the ſea, in an open ferry-boat — This country 
appears more and more wild and favage the further 
we ad ance; and the people are as G rent from the 
Low land Scots, in their looks, garb, and languat e, 
as the mountaineers of Brecknock are from the inha- 
bitants of Heiclordſhire. 

When the Lowlanders want to drink a chear- 
upping-cvp, they go to the public houte, called the 
Change-houſe, MS call tor a chopine of two-penny, 
which is a thin, ycaſty be erage, made of malt; not 
_ ſo ſtrong as the table beer of England | 

his is brought in a pewter ſtoop, ſhaped like a ſkit- 
tle, from witence it is emptied into a quaff; that is, 
a curious cup made of diffrent pieces of wood, ſuch 
as box and ebony, cut into little ſtaves, joined alter- 
nately, and ſecured with delicate "hoops, having two cars 
or handles — it holds about a pill, is ſometimes ut 
round the mouth with ſilver, and has a plate of the 
fam=- metal at bettom, with the landlord's cypher 
engra'ed — The, Highlanders, on the contrary, de- 
ſpiſe this liquor, and regale themſelves with whiſk7; 
a malt ſpirit, as ſtrong as gencva, which they ſwaltiow 
in great quantities, without any ſigns of inchriation, 
They are uſed to it from the cradle, and find it an 
excellent preſervative againſt the winter cold, which 
muit he extreme on theſe mountains - I am told that 
it is given with great ſuccels to infants, as a cordial in 
the corfluent ſinall-pox, when the eruption ſeems to 
flag, and the ſymptoms grow unfavourable — The 
Highlanders are uſed to eat much more animal food 
than falls to the ſhare of their neighbours in the Low- 
country — They delight in hunting; have plenty of 
deer and other game, with a great number of ſheep, 
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goats, and black cattle running wild, which they ſcru 


HUMPHRY CLINKER. 5 


le not to kill as veniſon, without being at much 
pains to aſcertain the property. 

Inverary is but a poor town, though it ſtands im- 
mediately under the protection of the duke of Argyle, 
who is a mighty prince in this part of Scotland. The 
peaſants live in wrelched cabins, and fee very poor; 
but the gentlemen are tolerably well lodged, and fo 
loving to ſtrangers, that a man runs tome riſque of 
his life from their hoſpitality — It muſt be obſerved 
that the poor Highlanders ate now ſeen to diſadvan- 
tage — They have been not on'y diſarmed by act of 
parliament z but alſo deprived of their ancient garb, 
which was hath graceful and convement z and what is 
a greater hard hip till, they are compelled to wear 


— 


breeches; a reſte int which they cannot bear with any 
degree of patienc? :, indeed, the 91 2 wear them, 
not in the proper place, but on poles or long ſtaves 
over their ſhoulde:'s-— They 2re even debarred the uſe 
of their ſtriped ituff, called Tariane, winch was their 
own manufsure, prized by them abo e all the vel- 
vets, brocarqs, and tiſſues of Europe and Alla. They 
now lounge along in .voſe great coats, of coarſe ruſ- 
ſet, equally mean and cumberſame, and b-tray mani- 
feſt marks of dejection — Certain it is, the. go ern- 
ment could not have taken a more effectual method to 

break their narional ſpirit. | 
We have had princely ſport in hunting the flag on 
theſe mountains — Theſe are the lonely hil!s of Mor- 
ven, where Fingal and his heroes enjoyed the ſame 
paſtime: I feel an enthuſiaſtie pleaſure when I ſurvey 
the brown heath that Oſſiin wont tz tread 3; and near 
the wind whittle throngh the bending gras — When 
I enter our lzn.!lord's hall, 1 look for the ſuſpended 
harp of that divine hard, and hiſten in hopes of hear- 
ing the aerial found of his r:(pefted ſpirit — The 
poems of Oſſian arc in every month -— A famous an- 
tiquarian of this country, the laird of Mackfarlane, 
at whoſe houſe we dined a few days ago, can repeat 
them all in the original Gaelick, which has a great 
affinity to the Welch, not only in the general ſound, 
hu 
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but alſo in a great number of radical words : and I make 
no doubt but that they are hoth ſprung from the ſame 
origin. I was not a little ſurpriſed, when aſking a 
Highlander one day, if he knew where we ſhould 
And any game? he replied, hu niel Safſenagh,” 
which ſignifies no Fnghſh; the very fame anſwer J 
ſhould have received from a Welchman, and almoſt 
in the ſame words. The Highlanders have no other 
name for the people of the Low country, but Saſ- 
ſenagh, or Saxons; a ſtrong preſumption, that the 
Lowland Scots and the Engliſh are derived from the 
lame fiock — The peaſants of thoſe hills ſtrongly re 
ſemble thoſe of Wales in their looks, their manners, 
and habitations; every thing I fee, and hear, and 
feel, ſeems Welch — The mountains, vales, and 
ſtreams; the air and climate; the beef, mutton and 
game, are all Welch — It muſt be owned, however, 
that this people are better provided than we in ſome 
articles They have plenty of red deer and roe- 
buck, which are fat and delicious at this ſeaſon of 
the year — Their ſea teems with amazing quantities 
of the fineſt fiſh in the world ; and they find means 
to procure very good claret at a very ſmall ex- 

nce. 

Our landlord is a man of conſequence in this part 
of the country; a cadet from the family of Argyle, 
and hereditary captain of one of his caſtles — His 
name, in plain Engliſh, is Dougal Campbell]; but as 
there is a great number of the ſame appellation, they 
are diſtinguiſhed (like the Welch) by patronimics; 
and as I have known an ancient Briton called Madoc 
ap-Morgan, ap- Jenkin, ap- Jones, our Highland chief 
deſigns himſelf Dou'l Mac-amiſh mac-'oul ich-1an, 
fignifying Dougal, the ſon of James, the ſon of 
Dougal, the ſen of John —He has travelled in the 
courſe of his education, and is diſpoſed to make cer- 
tain alterations in his domeſtic œconomy; but he 
finds it impoſſible to aboliſh the ancient cuſtoms oi 
the family; ſome of which are ludicrous enough — 


His 
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His piper, for example, who is an hereditary officer 
of the houſehold, will not part with the leaſt particle 
| of his privileges — He has a right to wear the kilt, or 
E ancient Highland dreſs, with the purſe, piſtol, and 
durk — a broad yellow ribband, fixed to the chan- 
ter- pipe, is thrown over his ſhoulder, and trails along 
the ground, while he performs the function of his 
# minſtrelſy; and this, I ſuppoſe, is analogous to the 
pennon or flag which was formerly carried before every 
knight in battle — He plays before the laird every 
| Sunday in his way to the kirk, which he circles 
| three times, performing the family march, which 
+ implies defiance to all the enemies of the clan; and 
| every morning he plays a full hour by the clock, in 
| the great hall, marching backwards and forwards 
all the time, with a folemn pace, attended by the 
| laird's kinfmen, who ſeem much delighted with the 


muſic — In this exerciſe, he indulges them with 4 
variety of pibracks or airs, ſuited to the diffcr- 


| ent paſhons, Which he would either excite or aſ- 


fnage. 

Mr. Cambell himſelf, who performs very well on 
the violin, has an invincible antipathy to the ſound 
of the Highland bag-pipe, Which ſings in the noſe 
with a molt alarming twang, and, indeed, is quite 
intalerable to ears of common ſenſibility, when aggra- 
vated by the echo of a vavlted hall — He therefore 
begged the piper would have ſome mercy upon him, 
and diſpenſe with this part of the morning ſervice — 
A conſultation of the clan being held on this occaſion, 
it was unanimouſly agreed, that the laird's requeſt 
could not be granted without a dangerous encroach- 
ment upon the cuſtoms of the family — The piper 
declared, he could not give up for a moment the 
the privilege he derived from his anceſtors 5 nor would 
the laird's relations forego an entertainment which 
they valued above all others — There was no remedy 
Mr. Campbell, being obliged to acquieſce, 1s fain to 
flop Fs cars vita cotton to fortify his head with three 
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or four night-caps, and every morning retire into the 
penetralia of his habitation, in order to avoid this 
diurnal annoyance, When the muſic ceaſes, he pro. 
duces himſelf at an open window that looks into the 
court-yard, which is by this time filled with a crowd 
of his vaſſals and dependents, who worſhip his firſt 
appearance, by uncovering their heads, and bowing 
to the earth with the moit humble proſtration. As 
all theſe people have ſomething to communicate in the 
way of propoſal, complaint, or petition, they wait 
3 till the laird comes forth, and, following 
im in his walks, are favoured each with a ſhort 
audience in his tun. Two days ago, he diſpatched 
above an hundred different ſolicitors, in walking with 
ps to the houſe of a neighbouring gentleman, where 
we din-d by invitation. Our landlord's houſe-keeping 
is equally rough and hoſpitable, and ſavours much of 
the ümplicity of ancient times: the great hall, paved 
with flat ſtones, is about forty-five feet by twenty- 
two, and ſerves not only for a dining-room, but al- 
ſo for a bed chamber to gentlemen-dependents and 
hangers-on of the family. At night, half a dozen 
occational beds are ranged on each tide along the wall. 
Theſe ae made of f:eſh heath, pulled up by the roots, 
and diſpoſed in ſuch a manner as to make a very 
agreeable couch, where they lie, without any other 
covering than the plaid — My uncle and I were in- 
dulged with ſeparate chambers and down beds, whick 
we begged to exchange for a layer of heath, and in- 
deed I never ſlept ſo much to my fatisfattion. It 
was not only ſoft and elaitic, but the plant, being in 
flower, diffuſed an agreeable fragrance, which is wont» 
derfully refreſhing and reſtorative. 

Yeſterday we were invited to the funeral of an old 
lady, the grand-mother of a gentleman in this ncigh- 
bourhood, and found ourſelves in the midſt of fifty 
people who were regaled with a ſumptuous feaſt, ac- 
companied by the muſic. of a dozen pipers. In ſhort, 
this meeting had all the air of a grand feſtivai ; and 
the gueſts did ſuch honour to the entertainment, that 
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many of them eould not ſtand when we were reminded 
of the buſineſs on winch we had met. The company 
forthwith taking horſe, rode in a very irregular caval- 
cade to the place of interment, a church, at the diſ- 
tance of two long mil:s from the caſtl-, On our ar- 
rival, however, we found we had committed a {mall 
overſight in leaving the corpſe henind ; ſo that we 
were obliged to where! about, and, met the old gen- 
tle woman half way, carried upon poles by the neareſt 
relations of her family, and attended by the coronach, 
compoſed of a multiiude of old hags, who tore their 
hair, beat their breaſts, and howled moſt hideouſly. 
At the grave, the orator, or ſerachic, pronounced the 
panegyric of the defuntt, every period being confirmed 
by a yell of the co onxach., Tne body was commit- 
ted to the earth, the piper plaving a pibroch all the 
time; and all the company ſanding uncovered, Ihe 
ceremony was cloſed with the diſcharge ct piſtols ; then 
we returned to the cattle, rcſuraed the bottle, and 
by midnight there was not a ſaber yerſon in the 
family, the females excepted. The que and LI 
were, with ſome difficulty, permitte4 t»> retire with 
our landlord in the evening; but our entertainer was 
a little chagrinz4 at our 1etreat ; and #fterwards ſeemed 
to think it a diſparagement to his family, that not 
above a hundred gallons of whifty had been drank 
upon ſuch a ſolemn oc aſion. This morning we got 
up by four, to hunt the rochnck, and, in half an 
hour, found breakfaſt ready {ered in the hall. The 
hunters conſiſted of Sir George Colequhoun and me, 
as ſtrangers, (my uncle not chooſing to be of the 
party) of the laird in fer fon the laird's brother, 
the laird's brother's ſon, the laird's fifter's ſon, tbe 
laird's father's brother's ſon, and all their fer bro- 
thers, who are counted a parcel of the family: but we 
were attended by an infinite number of Gaellys, or 
ragged Higlanders, without ſhoes or ſtockings. 

The following articles formed our morning's re- 


paſt; one kit of boiled eggs j a ſecond, full of but- 
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ter; a third, full of cream; an entire cheeſe, made 
of goat's milk ; a Jarge earthen pot full of honey ; the 
beſt part of a ham; a cold venifon paſty ; a buſhel of 
oat meal, made into thin cakes and bannocks, with a 
{mail wheaten loaf in the middle for the ſtrangers ; 
a large ſtone bottle full of whiſky, another of brandy, 
and a kildeikin of ale. There was a ladle . chained 
to the cream kit, with curious wooden bickers to be 
filled from this reſervoir. The ſpirits were drank out 
of a filver quaff, and the ale out of horns : great jul- 
tice was done to the collation by the guefts in general; 
one of them in particular eat above two dozen of 
hard eggs, with a proportionable quantity of bread, 
butter, and honey ; nor was one drop of liquor left 
upon the hoard. Finally, a large roll of tobacco was 
preſented by way of deſert, and every individual too! 
a comfortable quid, to prevent the bad effects of the 
morning air. We had a fine chaſe over the mountains, 
after a roebuck, which we killed, and I got home 
time enough to drink tea with Mrs. Campbell and 
our 'ſquire. 'To-morrow we ſhall ſet out on our re- 
turn of Cameron. We propote to crois the Frith ot 
Clyde, and take the towns of Gretnock and Pert- 
Glaſgow in our way, This circuit being finiſhed, 
we ſhall turn our faces to the ſouth, and follow the 
ſun with augmented velocity, in order to enjoy the 
reſt of the autumn in England, where Boreas is not 
quite fo. biting as he begins already to be on the tops 
of theſe northern hills. But our progreſs from place 
to place ſhall continue to be ſpecified in theſe detach- 
ed journals of,) 


yours always, 


Argyleſhiret, Sept. 3. J. Mzrrokp. 
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DFAR DICK, : 
ABOUT a fortnight is now elapſed ſince we left 
the capital of Scotland, directing our courſe towards 
Stirling, where we lay — The caftle of this place is 
ſuch another as that of Edinburgh, and affords a ſur- 
priſing proſpect of the windings of the river Forth, 
which are fo extraordznary, that the diſtance from 
hence to Alloa, by land, is but four miles, and by 
water it is twenty-four. Alloa is a neat thriving 
town, that depends in a great meaſure on the com- 
merce of Glaſgow, the merchants of which ſend hither 
tobacco 2nd other articles, to be depoſited in ware- 
houſes for exportation from the Frith of Forth. In 
our way hither we viſited a flouriſhing iron-work, 
where, inftcad of burning wood, they uſe coal, which 
they have the art of clearing in ſuch a manner as frees 
it from the ſulphur, that would otherwise render the 
metal too brittle for working. Excellent coal is found 
in almoſt every part of Scotland. 

The foil of this diſtrict produces ſcarce any other 
Stain but oats and barley ; perhaps becauſe it is poorly 
cultivated, and almoſt altogether unincloſed. The 
few incloſures they have conſiſt of paultry walls of 
looſe ſtones gathered from the fields, which indeed they 
cover, as if they had been ſcattered on purpoſe. 
When I expreſſed my ſurprize that the pealants did 
not diſcumber their grounds of theſe ſtones ; a gentle- 
man, well acquainted with the theory as well as prac- 
tice of farming, aſſared me that the ſtones, far from 
being prejudicial, were ſerviceable to the crop. This 
philoſopher had ordered a field of his own to be 
cleared, manured and ſown with barley, and the prg- 
duce was more ſcanty than before. He cauſed the 
ſtones to be replaced, and next year the crop was as 
good 28 ever, The ſtones were removed a ſecond 
; | time, 


26 Tan EXPEDITION Of 


time, and the harveſt failed; they were again brought 
back, and the ground retrieved its fertility. The 
ſame experiment has been tried in different parts of 
Seotland with the ſame ſucceſs — Aſtoniſhed at this 
information, I deſired to know in what manner he 
accounted for this ſtrange phenomenon; and he fad 
there were three ways in which the ſtones might be 
ſerviceable They might be poſſibly to reſtrain an excet; 
in the perlpiration of the earth, analogous to colliqua. 
tive ſweats, by which the human body is fomet:;n: 
waited and conſumel. They might ac as fo muy 
fences to protect the tender blade from the piercing 
winds of the ſpring; or, by multipiying the reflexion 
of the ſun, they might increaſe the warmth, fo as to 
mirigate the natural ciulnels of the foil and climate - 
But, ſurely, this exceſſive perſpii ation might be more 
effectually checked by different kinds of manure, ſuch 
as aſhes, lime, chalk, or mart, of which laſt. it ſcems 
there are many pits in this kingdom: as for the 
warmth, it would be much more equally obtained by 
incloſures; one half of the ground which is now 
covered would be retrieved; the cultivation would 
require leſs labour; and the ploughs, harrows, and 
horſes, would not ſuffer half the damage wich they 
now ſuſtain. 

Theſe north-weſtern parts are by no means fertile 
in corn. The ground is naturally barren and mooriſh. 
The peaſants are poorly lodged, meagre in their looks, 
mean in their apparel, and remarkably dirty. Tais 
laſt reproach they might eaſily waſh off, by means of 
thoſe lakes, eivers, and rivulets of pure water, with 
which they are fo libsrally ſapplied by nature. Agri 
culture cannot be expected to flouriſh where the farms 
are ſmall, the leaſes ſhort, and the huſbandman be- 
gins upon a rack rent, without a ſufficient ſtock to 
anſwer the purpoſes of impravement. The granaries 
of Scotland are the banks of the Tweed, the coun- 
ties of Eaſt and Mid Lothian, the Carſe of Gowrie, 
in Perthihice, equal in fertility to any part of Eng- 
land, and ſome tracts in Aberdeenſhire and My 
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where I am told the harveſt is more early than in Nor- 


thumberland, although they lie above two degrees far- 
ther north. I have a ſtrong curioſity to viſit many 
places beyond the Forth and the Tay, ſuch as Path, 
Dundee, Montroſe, and Aberdeen, which are towns 
equally elegant and thriving; but the ſeaſon is too 
far advanced, to admit of this addition to my origi- 

nal plan. | 
I ain fo far happy as to have ſeen Glaſgow, which, 
to the belt of my recollettion and judgment, is one 
of the prettieſt towns in Europe; and, without all 
doubt, it is one of the moſt flouriſhing in Great 
Britain. In ſhort, it is a pertect hee-hive in point of 
induſtry. It ſtands partly on a gentle declivity; but 
the greateſt part of it is in a plain, watered by the 
river Clyde. The ſtreets are itraight, open, airy, 
und well paved; and the houtes lofty and well. 
built of hewn ſtone, At the upper end of the 
town, there is a vencrable cathedral, that may be 
compared with York-minſter or Weſtminſter; and, 
about the middle of the deſcent from this to the Croſs, 
is the college, a re{peable pile of building, with all 
manner of accommodation for the profeſſors and ſtu- 
dents, including an elegant library, and an obſervatory 
well provided with attronomical inſtruments. The 
number of inhabitants is ſaid to amount to thirty 
thouſand; and marks of opvlence and independency 
appear in every quarter of this commercial city, which 
however, is not without its inconveniences and de- 
fects. The water of their public pumps is generally 
hard and brackiſh, an impe: fection the leſs excuſable, 
as the river Clyde runs by their doors, in the Jower 
part of the town ; and there are rivulets and ſprings 
above the cathedral, ſufficient to fill a large reſervoir 
with excellent water, which might be thence diſtributed 
to all the different parts of the city. Tt is of more 
confequence to conſult the health of the inhabitants in 
this afticle, than to employ ſo much attention in 
beavtifying their town with new ſtreets, ſquares, and 
ckurches. Another defect, not ſo cably remedied, . 
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the ſhallowneſs of the river, which will not float veſ. 
ſels of any burden within ten or twelve miles of the 
city; ſo that the merchants are obliged to load and 
unload their ſhips at Greenock and Port-Glaſgow, 
ſituated about fourteen miles nearer the mouth of the 
Frith, where it 1s about two miles broad. 

The people of Glaſgow have a noble ſpirit of en- 
terpriſe — Mr. Moore, a ſurgeon, to whom I was re- 
commended from Edinburgh, introduced me to all 
the principal merchants of the place. Here I became 
acquainted with Nr. Cochran, who may be ſtiled one 
of the ſages of this kingdom. He was firſt magittrate 
at the time of the laſt rebellion. I fat as member 
when he was examined in the houſe of commons; 
upon which occaſion Mr. P— obſerved he had never 
heard fuch a ſenſible evidence given at that bar —I 
was alſo introduced to Dr. John Gordon, a patriot of a 
truly Roman ſpirit, who is the father of the linen 
manufacture in this place, and was the great pro- 
moter of the city work-houſe, infirmary, and other 
works of public utility. Had he livea in ancient 
Rome, he would have been honoured with a ſtatue at 
the public expence. I moreover converſed with one 
Mr. G —isf--d, whom I take to be one of the 
greateſt merchants in Europe. In the laſt war, he is 
ſaid to have had at one time five and twenty ſhips, 
with their cargoes, his own property, and to have 
traded for above half a million ſterling a year. The 
laſt war was a fortunate period for the commerce of 
Glaſgow — The merchants, conſidering that their 
ſhips bound for America, launching out at once in- 
to the Atlantic by the north of Ireland, purſued a 
track very little A by privateers, reſolved to 
inſure one another, and ſaved a very conſiderable ſum 
by this reſolution, as few or none of their ſhips were 
taken — You muſt know I have a fort of national at- 
tachment to this part of Scotland — The great church 
dedicated to St. Mongah, the river Clyde, and other 

articulars that ſmack of our Welch language and 
cuſtoms, contribute to flatter ine with the notion, oo 
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meſe people are the deſcendants of the Britons, who 
once poſſeſſed this county, Without all queſtion, 
this was a Cumbrian kingdom: its capital was Dum- 
barton (a corrupti:n of Dunb itton) which (till exiſts 
as a royal borcugh, at che influx of the Clyde and 
5 Leven, ten miles below Cin'gaw, The ſame neigh- 
* bourhood gave birth to St. Patrick, the apoſtle of 
Ireland, at a place where there is itill a church and 
village, which retain his name. Hard by are ſome 
veſtiges of the famous Roman wall, built in the 
> reign of Antonine, from the Clyde to the Forth, and 
E fortified with caſtles, to reſtrain the incurſions of the 
Scots or Caledunians, who inhabited the Welt- High- 
lands. In a line parallel to this wall, the merchants 
of Glaſgow have determined to make a navigable 
canal betwixt the two Friths, which will be of in- 
> credible advantage to their commerce, in tranſport- 
ing merchandize from one fide of the iſland to the 
| other, | 
From Glaſgow we travelled along the C:yde, which 
is a delightful ſtream, adorned on both ſides with vil- 
las, towns, and villages. Here is no want of groves, 
and meadows, and corn-fields interſperſed; but on 
| this ſide of Glaſgow, there is little other grain than 
| oats and barley; the firit are much hetter, the laſt 
much worſe, than thoſe of the ſame ſpecies in England. 
| I wond:r there is ſo little ryc, which is a grain that 
will thrive in almoſt any foil ; and it is ſtill more ſur- 
| priſing, that the cultivation of potatoes ſhould be fo 
much neglected in the Highlands, where the poor peo- 
| ple have not meal enough to ſupply them with bread 
through the winter. On the other fide of the river 
are the towns of Paiſley and Renfrew. The firſt, 
from an inconſiderable village, is become one of the 
moſt flouriſhing places of the kingdom, enriched by 
the linen, cambrick, flowered lawn, and filk manu- 
factures. It was formerly noted for a rich monaſtery 
of the monks of Clugney, who wrote the famous 
vcoti-Chronicos called The Black Book of Paiſley, The 
i | old 
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old abbey ſtill remains, converte4 into a dwelling-houſ., 
belonging to the earl of Dundonald. Renfrew i; z 
pretty town, on the banks of the Clyde, capital of 
the ſhire, which was heretofore the pairimony of the 
Stuart family, and gave the title of baron to the king'; 
eldeſt ſon, which is till aſſumed by the prince a 
Wales. 

The Clyde we left a little on our left-hand x 
Dumbritton, where it widens into an æſtuary or fiith, 
being augmented by the influx of the Leven. On this 
ſpot ſtands the caſtle formerly called Alcluyd, walled 
by theſe two rivers on all ſides, except a narrow iſth. 
mus, which at every ſpring tide is overflowed. The 
whole is a great cucioſity, from the quality and form 
of the rock, as well as from the nature of its ſituzi. 
on We now crofſed the water of Leven, which, 
though nothing near {o conüderable as the Clyde, is 
much moe tranſparent, paitoral, and deliginful, 
This charming ſtream is the outlet of Lough Lomond, 
and through a tract of four miles purſues its winding 
courſe, murmuring over a bed of pebbles, till it joins 
the Frith at Dumbritton. A very little above its wurce, 
ſtands the houſe of Cameron, belonging to Mr. Smol- 
let, ſo embolomed in an oak wood, that we did not 
ſee it till we were within fifty yards of the door, [ 
have ſeen the Lago di Garda, Alhano, De Vico, Bol- 
ſena, and Geneva, and, upon my honour, I preizr 
Lough-Lomond to them all; a preference which is 
certainly o ing to the verdant iflands that ſeein to 
float upon its ſurface, affording the molt inchantizg 
objects of repoſe to the excurſive view. Nor rt 
the banks deftitate of beauties, which even ' partake of 
the ſublime. On this fide they diiplay a {weet variety 
of woodland, corn-field, and paiture, with feveral 
agreeable villas emerging as it we: e out of the lake, 
till, at ſome diſtancc, the proſpect terminates in huge 
mountains covered with heath, Which being in ch: 
bloom, affords a very rich covering of purple. Every 
thing here is romantic beyond imaginauon. This 
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country is juſtly ſtiled the Arcadia of Scotland; and 
I don't doubt but it may vie with Arcadia in every 
thing but climate.—I am ſure it excels it in verdure, 
| wood, and water,— What ſay you to a natural baton 
of pure water, near thirty miles long, and in ſome 
places feven miles broad, and in many above a 
ö — fathom deep, having four and twenty habi- 
» table iſlands, ſome of them fiocked with deer, and all 
„ of them covered with wood; containing immenſe 
i; {W quantities of delicious fiſh, ſalmon, pike, trout, perch, 
: founders, eels, and powans, the laſt a delicate kind 
of freſli water herring peculiar to this lake; and final- 
WW iy communicating with the ſea, by ſending off the Le- 
n ven, through which all thoſe ſpecies (except th- pow- 
i. Wan) make their exit and entrance occaſionaily ? 
| Incloſed I ſend you the copy of a little ode to this 
mer, by Dr. Smollet, who was born on the banks 
il, of it, within two miles of the place where I am now 
4 W wiiting.—lt is at leaſt pictureſque and accurately de- 
0 ſcriptive, if it has no other merit.— There is an idea 
13 W of truth in an agreeable landſcape taken from nature, 
e, which 3 me more than the gayeſt fiction which 
- W the moſt luxuriant fancy can diſplay, 
it I have other remarks to make; but as my paper is 
full, I muft reſerve them till the next occaſion. I 
|. W fbafl only obſcrve at preſent, that I am determined to 
-r MW penetrate ar leaſt forty miles into the Highlands, which 
is W. now appear like a vaſt fantaſtic vikon in the clouds, 
to Wl daviting the approach of | | 


re Yours always, 

; Cameron, Aug. 28. MaTT. BRAMBLE, 
a 
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ODE to LEVEN-WATER. 


ON Leven's banks while free to rove, 
And tune the rural pipe to love; 

I envied not the happieſt ſwain 

That ever trod th' Arcadian plain. 


Pure ſtream ! in whoſe tranſparent wave 
My youthtul limbs I wont to lave ; 

No torrents ſtain thy limpid ſource ; 

No rocks impede thy dimpling courſe, 
That ſweetly warbles o'er its bed, 
With-white, round, poliſh'd pebbles ſpread ; 
While, lightly pois'd, the ſcaly brood 
In myriads cleave thy cryſtal flood; 
The ſpringing trout in ſpeckled pride 
The ſalmon, monarch of the tide ; 
The ruthleſs pike, intent on war; 

The ſilver eel, and mottled par“. 


Devolving from thy parent lake, 

A charming maze thy waters make, 

By bow'rs of birch, and groves of pine, 
And hedges flow'red with eglantine, 


Still on thy banks ſo gavly green, 

May num'rous herds and flocks be ſeen, 
And laſſes chanting o'er the pail, 

And ſhepherds piping in the dale, 

And ancient faith that knows no guile, 

And induſtry imbrown'd with toil, 

And hearts reſolv'd, and hands prepar'd, 
The bleſſings they enjoy to guard. 


1 
3 


* The par is a ſmall fiſn, not unlike the 
which it rivals in delicacy and flavour. 
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To Dr. LEWIS, 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


If I was diſpoſed to be critical, I ſhould ſay this 


| houſe of Cameron is too near the lake which approaches, 


on one ſide, to within ſix or ſeven yards of the win- 


| dow. It might have been placed in a higher ſite, 
| which would have afforded a more extenſive proſpect 


and a dner atmoſphere ; but this imperfection is not 


| chargeable on the preſent proprietor, who purchaſed it 


ready built, rather than be at the trouble of repairing 
his own family houſe of Bonhill, which ſtands two 
miles from hence upon the Leven, ſo ſurrounded with 
plantation, that it uſed to be known by the name of 
Mavis (or thruſh) Neſt. Above that houſe is a ro— 
mantic glen or clift of a mountain, covered with hang- 
ing woods, having at bottom a ſtream of fine water 
that forms a number of caſcades in its deſcent to join 
the Leven; ſo that the ſcene is quite enchanting. A 
captain of a man of war, who had made the circuit 
of the globe with Mr. Anſon, being conducted to 
this glen, exclaimed, “ Juan Fernandez, by God!“ 
Indeed, this country would be a perfect paradiſe, if 
it was not like Wales, curſed with a weeping climate, 
owing to the ſame cauſes in both, the neighbourhood 
of high mountains, and a weſterly ſituation, expoſed 
to the vapours of the Atlantic ocean. This air, how- 
ever, notwithſtanding its humidity, is fo healthy, that 
the natives are ſcarce ever viſited by any other diſeaſe 
than the ſmall-pox, and certain cutaneous evils, Which 
are the effects of dirty living, the great and general 
reproach of the commonalty of this kingdom, Here 
are a great many living monuments of longevity 5 and 
among the reſt a perſon, whom 1 treat with ſingular 
reſpebt, as a venerable druid, who has lived near nine- 


ty 
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ty years, without pain or ſickneſs, among oaks of bit 
own planting.—He was once proprietor of theſe lands: 
bur being of a projecting ſpirit, ſome of his ſchemes 
miſcarried, and he was obliged to part with his poſſeſ. 
ſion, whi-h hath ſhifted hands two or three times ſince 
that period; but every ſucceeding proprietor hath done 
ebery thing in his power, to make his old age eaſy and 
comfortable. He has a ſuſſiciency to procure the ne- 
ceflaries of life; and he and his old woman reſided in 
a imajl convenient farm houſe, having a little garden 
which he cultivates with his own hands. This an. 
cient couple live in great health, peace and harmony, 
and, knowing no wants, enjoy the perfection of con- 
tent. Mr. Smollet calls hum the admiral, becauſe he 
inſiſts upon ſteering his pleaſure-boat upon the lake; 
and he ſpends Ss of his time in ranging through the 
woods, which he declares he enjoys as much as if 
they were ſtill his own property—1 aſked him rhe other 
day, ii he was never ſick, and he arſwered, Yes; 
he had a ſlight fever the year before the union. If he 
was not deaf, I ſhould take much pleaſure in his con- 
verſation; for he is very intelligent, and his memory 
is ſurpriſingly retentive — Theſe ate the happy efects of 
temperance, exerciſe, and good nature—Nutwithſtand- 
ing all his innocence, howcver, he was the cauſe of 
great perturbation to my man Clinker, whole natural 
ſuperſtition has been much injuied, by the hiſtories 
of witches, faries, ghoſts, and goblins, which he has 
heard in this country On the evening after our azri- 
val, Humphry ſtroled into the wood, in the courſe of 
his meditation, and all at once the admiral ſtood be- 
fore him, under the ſhadow of a ſpreading oak, 
Though the fellow is far from being timorous in caſes 
that are not ſuppoſed preternatural, he could not ſtand 
the ſight of this apparition, but ran imo the kitchen, 
with his hair ſtanding on end, ſtaring wildly, and 
deprived of utterance, Mrs. Jenkins, ſeeing him in 
this condition, ſcreamed aloud, “ Lord have mercy 
& upon us, he has ſcen ſemeti.ing !”” Mrs. Tabitha 
was alarmed, and the whole huuſe in confuſion. 
When 
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When he was recruited with a dram, I defired him 

to explain the meaning of all this agitation ; and, with 

oe ſreluctapce, he owned he had teen a ſpirit, in the 

| {Whape of an old man with a white bead, a black cap, 

ind a plaid night gown. Ee was undeceived by the 

a amiral in perſon, who coming 1n at this junfiure, ap- 
axed to be a creature of real feſh and blood. 

Do you know how we fare in the Scottiſh paradiſe ? 
We make free with our landlord's mutton, which is 
excellent, his poultry-yard, his ga:den, bis dairy, and 
his cellar, which are all weil ſtored. We have deli- 
cious ſalmon, pike, trout, perch, par, &c, at the 
door, for the taking. The Frith of Clyde, on the 
cther ſide of the hill, ſupplies us with mullet, red 
and grey, cod, mackerel, Whiting, and a variety of 
ſea-hſh, including the fineſt freſh herrings J ever taſt- 
ed. Ve have ſweet juicy beef, and tolerable veal, 
with delicate bread from the little town of Dumbrit- 
ten; and plenty of partridge, growle, heath cock, 
and other game in pre ſents, 

We have been viſited by all the gentlemen in the 
ncighbourhood, and they have entertained us at their 
houſes, not barely wih hoſpitality, but with ſuch 

marks cf cordial affedtion, as one would wiſh to 
fnd among near 1elations, after an abſence of many 
ears. 
I old you, in my laft, T had projected an excurſi- 
on to the Highlands, which projet I have now hap- 
pily executed, under the auſpices of Sir George 
Colquboun, a colonel in the Dutch ſervice, who of- 
tered himſelf as cur curducior on this occation, 
Leaving our women at Cameron, to the care and in- 
ſpection of Lady H * , we ſet out on hourſe- 
back for Inverary, the county town of Argyle, and 
dined on the 10ad with the Laird of Mactarlane, 
the greateſt genealogiſt I ever kacw in any country, 
and perfectly acquainted with all the antiquities of 
Scotland. . 

The Duke of Argyle, has an old caſtle at Inverary, 
Fhere he reſides when he is in Scotland; and hard by 
| is 
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is the ſhell of a noble Gothic palace, built by the 
laſt duke, which, when finiſhed, will be a great orna. 
ment to this part of the Highlands. As for Inverary, 
it is a place of very little importance. This country 
is amazingly wild, eſpecially towards the mountains, 
which are heaped upon the backs of one another mak. 
ing a moſt ſtupendous appearance of ſavage nature, with 
hardly any ſigns of eultivation, or even of populati. 
on. All is ſublimity, filence and ſolitude. The peo- 
ple live together in glens or bottoms, where they are 
ſheltered from the cold and ſtorms of winter: bot 
there is a margin of plain ground ſpread along the 
fea fide, which is well inhabited and improved by th- 
arts of huſbandry; and this I take to be one ot the 
moſt agreeable tracts of the whole iſland; the {a 
not only keeps it warm, and ſupplies it with fiſh, 
but affords one of the moſt ravithing proſpects in the 
whole world; I mean the appearance of the Hebrides, 
or Weſtern liflands, to the number of three hundred, 
ſcattered as far as the eye can reach, in the molt 
agreeable confuſion. As the foil and climate of th: 
Highlands are but ill adapted to the cultivation of corn, 
the people apply themſelves chiefly to the breeding and 
feeding of black cattle, which turn to good account, 
Thoſe animals run wild all the winter, without any 
ſhelter or ſubſiſtence, but what they can find among 
the heath. When the ſnow lies ſo deep and hard, tha: 
they cannot penetrate to the roots of the graſs, they 
make a diurnal progreſs guided by a ſure inſtinct, to 
the ſea- ſide at low water, where they feed on the a/za 
marina, and other plants that grow upon the beach, 
Perhaps this branch of huſbandry, which requires 
very little attendance and labour, is one of the princi— 
pal cauſes of that idleneſs and want of induſtry, which 
diſtinguiſhes theſe mountaineers in their own country. 
— When they come forth into the world they become 
as diligent and alert as any people upon earth. They 
are undoubtedly a very diſtinct ſpecies from their fel- 
low-ſubje&ts of the Lowlands, againſt whom they in- 
| dulge 
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dulge an ancient ſpirit of animoſity ; and this difference 
is very diſcernible even among perſons of family and 
education. The Lowlanders are generally cool and 
circumſpect, the Highlanders fiery and ferocious a 
but this violence of their paſſions ſerves only to in- 
flame the zeal of their devotion to ſtrangers, which ig 
truly enthuſtaſtic, | : 

We proceeded about twenty miles beyond Inverary, 
to the houſe of a gentleman, a friend of our conduct- 
or, where we ſtayed a few days, and were feaſted in 
ſuch a manner, that I began to dread the conl-quencs 
t my conilitution. 

Notwithitanding the ſolitude that prevails among 
thele mountains, there is no want of people in the 

| WHizhlands. I am credibiy informed that the duke of 
Hargvle can atierable five tho ſand men in arms, ef 
Nis own clan and ſurname, which is Cemphell; aud, 
there is beſides a tribe of the ſame appellation whoſe 
chief is the Earl of Breadalbine. The Macdonalds 
are as numerous, and remarkably waritke : the Ca- 
merons, Mc*<Leods, Fraicrs, Grants, M Knies, 
MiKays, NI Pherſone, M*Intofhes, are powerful clans; 
nat if all the ilighianders, i cinting the inhabi- 
ants of the Illes, were united, they covid bring into 
he field an army of forty thouſand fighting men, 
apabte of undertaking the moſt dangerous enterprize. 
Ve have lived to ſee four thouſand of them, without 
lcipline, throw the whole kingdom of Great Brie. 
ain info confuſion, They attacked and deteated two 
mies of regular troops accuſtomed to ſ:rvice. They 
enetrated into the center of England; and afterwards 
re: Wir. hed back with deliberation, in the face of two 
cl- cher armies, through an enemy's country, where eve= 
ieh Why precaution was taken to cut otf their retreat. I 
ry. How not any other people in Europe, who, without 
me We uſe or knowledge of arms, will attack regular 
hey ces (word in hand, if their chief will head them in 
fel» Wattle. When diſciplined, they cannot fail of being 
in- Wcellent ſoldiers. They do not walk like the genera- 
alge Wy of mankind, but trot, * bounce like deer, as if 


they 
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they moved upon ſprings. They greatly excel the 
Lowlanders in all the exerciſes that require agility 
they are incredibly abſemious, and patient of hunger 
and fatigue; ſo ſteeled againtt the weather, that in 
travelling, even when the ground is covered with ſnow, 
they never look for a houſe, or any other fhelter but 
their plaid, in which they wrap themſelves up, and 
go ſleep under the cope of heaven. Such people, in 
quality of ſoldiers, muſt be invincible, when the bu- 
tlineſs is to perform quick marches in a difficult coun- 
try, to ſtrike ſudden ſtrokes, beat up the enemy's 
quarters, haraſs their cavalry, and perform expedt- 
tions without the formality of magazines, baggage, 
forage, and artillery. The chieftainſhip of the Iligh- 
landers is a very dangerous influence operating at the 
extremity of tae iſland, where the eyes and hands of 
government cannot be ſuppoſed to e and act with 
preciſion and vigour, In order to break the force of 
clanſhip, adminiſtration has always practiſed the poli- 
tical maxim, Divide et impera. The legiſlature hath 
not only diſarmed theſe mountaincers, but alſo depriy- 
ed them of their ancient garb, which contributed n: 
great meaſure to keep up their military fparit ; 404 
their {laviſh tenures are all diffolved by act of prin: 
ment; fo that they are at preſent as free and in 'e- 
endent of their chiefs as the law can muke then; 
Lot the original attachment ſtill remains, and is found 
ed on ſomething prior to the feudal , about which 
the writers of this age have made ſuch a pother, as 15 it 
was a new diſcovery, like the Crpernican ſyſtem. Eve- 
ry peculiarity of policy, cuſtom, and even tempera- 
ment, is affectedly traced to this origin, as if the f-u- 
dal conſtitution had not been common to almoſt all the 
natives of Europe. For mv part, I expe& to fee the vc 
of trunk-hoſe and buttered ale aſcribed to the influence 
of the feudal ſiſkem. The connection between the 
clans and their chiefs is, without all doubt, }atriarch!. 
It is founded on hereditary regard and affection, che- 
ritied through a long ſucceſſion of ages. The = 
CON1iGui 
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conſider the chief as their father, they bexr his name, 
they believe themtelves deſcended flom his family, and 


they obey him as their lord, with all the ardour of 
| filial love and veneration; while he, on his part, exerts 
a paternal authority, commanding, chaſtiſing, reward- 
ing, protecting, and maiatairing them as his own 


children. If the legiſlature would entirely deſtroy 


this connection, it mnit compel the Highlanders to 
change their habitation and their names. Even this 
experiment has Leen formerly tried without ſuccels — 
In the reign of James VI. a battle was fought within 
a few ſhort mules of this place, between two clans, 
| the M*Gregors and the Colquhouns, in which the 
latter were defeated : the Laird of M*Gregor made 
| ſuch a barbarous uſe of his victory, that he was for- 
feited and outlawed by act of parliament : bis lands 
were given to the family of Moatroſe, and his clan 
| were obliged to change their name. They cheyed ſo 
far as to call themſelves ſeserally Campbell, Graham, 
or Drummond, the ſu names of the families of Ar- 
gyle, Montroſe, and Perth, that they might enjoy the 
protection of thoſe houſes; but they {till added 
M Gregor to their new appellation; and as their chief 
was depri ed of his eſtate, they robbed ard plundered 
| for his ſubſiſtence. 
| chief of that clan, wheie facher was attainted for 


Mr. Caty-ron of Lochiel, the 


having been concerned in the laſt rebeliion, returning 
from France in obedience to a proclamation and act 
of parliament paſſed at the beginning of the late war, 
paid a vifit to his on country, and nired a farm in 


the neighbourhood of his tather's houſe, which had 


been burnt to the ground. Phe clan, though ruined 
and ſcattered, no ſooner heard of his arrival than 
they flocked to him from all quarters, to welcome 
his return, and in a {ew days ftocked his farm 
with ſeren hundred, black cattle, which they had 
ſaved in the gencral wreck of their aifairs : but their 
beloved chief, who was a promiüng youth, did not 
ave to enjoy the fruits of their fidelity and attachment. 
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The moſt effectual method I know to weaken, and 
at length deftroy this influence, is to employ the com. 
monalty in ſuch a manner as to give them a taſte of 
property and independence — In vain the governmen! 

rants them advantageous leaſes on the forfeited eſtates, 
if they have no property to proſecute the means of im- 
Provement—The ſea is an inexhauſtible fund of rich. 
es; but the fiſhery cannot be carried on without vel. 
ſels, caſks, falt, lines, nets, and other tackle. I con- 
verſed with a ſenſible man of this country, who, from 
a rea] ſpirit of patriotilm, had ſet up a fiſhery on the 
coaſt, and a manufacture of coarſe linen, for the em. 
ployment of the poor Highlanders. Cod is here in 
Juch plenty, that he told me he had ſeen ſeven hundred 
taken on one line, at one haw!l-—It muſt be obſerved, 
However, that the line was cf immenſe lengrh, and had 
two thouſand hooks, baited with mulcles; but rhe fin 
was fo ſuperior to the cod caught on the banks of 
Newfoundiand, that his correſpondent at Liſben ſold 
them immediately at his own price, although Lent was 
Juſt over when they arrived, and the people might be 
Juppole quite cloyed with this kind of diet—Htis li- 
men manufacture was likewiſe in a proſperous way, 
when the late war intervening, all his beſt hands were 
preſſed into the ſervice. 

It cannot be expected, that the gentlemen of this 
eountry ſhould execute commercial ſchemes to render 
their vaſſals independent; nor, indeed, are ſuch ſchemes 
duited to their way of life and inclination ; but a com- 
pany of merchants might, with proper management, 
turn to good account a fiſhery eſtabliſhed in this part 
of Scotland Our people have a ſtrange itch to colo- 
nize America, when the uncultivated parts of our ow! 
illand might be ſettled to greater advantage. 

After having rambled through the mountains and 
glens of Argyle, we viſited the adjacent iſlands of 111, 
Jura, Mull, and Icolmkill. In the firſt, we ſaw eth 
remains of a caſtle, built in a lake, where Macdona!®, 
lord or king of the iſles, formerly reſided. Jura is 1% 
mous for having given birth to one Mackcrain, wa 

we 
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lived one hundred and eighty years in one houſe, and 
died in the reign af Charles the ſecond. Mull affords 
| ſeveral bays, where there is ſafe anchorage ; in one of 
which, the Florida, a mip of the Spaniſh armada, 
was blown up by ene of Mr. Smollet's anceſtors 
About forty years ago, Tohn duke of Argyle is aid to 
| have conſulted the Spaniſh regiſters, by which it ap- 
| peared, that this ſup had the military cheſt on board 
— He emploved experienced divers to examine the 
Wreck; and tey found the hull cf the: vetici till en- 
tire, but fo covered with ſand, that they could not 
| make their way between decks ; however they picked 
boo ſeveral pieces of plate, that were { attered about in 
| WT ti: bay, and a couple of five brats cannon. 
ſcoimkili, or Iona, is a ſmill iſland which St. Co- 
lumba chote for his habitation — It was reipeted for 
its ſanctity, and college or ſeminary of ecclefiaftics — 
Part of its church is ſtill ſtanding, with the tombs of” 
| {-veral Scottiſh, Iriſh, and Darih ſovereigns, who 
| were herg interred —L hefe iflanders are very bold and 
dexterous watermen, conſequently the better adapted 
to the fiſhery: in their manners they are leſs ſavage 
. and impetuous than their countrs men on the conti— 
„nent; and they ſpeak the Erie or Gaelick in its great- 
e eſt purity, 
Having ſent round our horſes hy land, we embark - 
's ed in the diſtrict of Cowai for Greenock, which is a 
r neat little town, on the other ſide of the Frith, with a 
curious harbour, formed by three ſtone j-tiies, carried 
i- WH cut a good way into the fea — Newport-Glagow 1s 
luck another place, about two miles higher up Both 
have a face of buſineſs and plenty, and are ſupported 
entirely by the ſhipping of Glaſgow, of which L 
counted xty large veſſels in theſe harbours— Taking 
boat again at Newport, we were in leis than an hour 
landed on the other file, within two ſhort miles of 
our head-quarters, where we found our women in 
good health and ſpirits—They had been two days be. 
tore joined by Mr. Smollet and his lady, to ban we 
; Ave 
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have ſuch obligations as I cannot mention, even ty 
you, without bluſhing. 

To-morrow we ſhall bid adieu to the Scotch Arca. 
dia, and begin our progreſs to the ſouthward, taking 
our way by Lanerk and Nithſdale, to the weft bord: 
of England. I have received fo much advantage and 
ſatis faction from this tour, that if my health ſuffers v 
revolution in the winter, I believe I ſhall be tem; tel 
to undertake another expedition to the Northern ex. 
tremity of Caithneis, unencumbered by thoſe 1mpecd;. 
ments which now clog the heels of, 


Yours, 


Cameron, Sept. 6, MaTT. BrRaws::. 


* 


„eee eee 
Naga be. 
To miss LATITIA WIZIIs, ar CLOUCESTER. 


MY DEAREST LET r, 


NEVER did poor priſoner long for deliverance, 
more than I have longed for an opportunity to diſhur— 
den my cares into your friendly boſom; and the gen- 
Gon which now preſents itfelf, is little Jeſs than n 
culous——-Honelt Saunders Macawly, the travelling 
Scotchman, wao goes every year to Wales, is now 2t 
Glaſgow, buying goods, and coming to pay his r2- 
ſpects to our family, has undertaken to deliver thi; 
letter into your own hand We have been fix Weeks 
in Scotland, and ſeen the principal towns of the king- 
dom, where we have been treated with great civility— 
The people are very courteous: and the country be- 
ing exceedingly romantic, fuits my turn and inci:nat:- 
ons I contracted ſome friendſhips at Edinburgn, 
which is 2 large and lofty city, full of gay company ; 
and, in particular, commenced a nintimate correſpond- 
ence with one miſs R—t—n,.an amiable voung Jady 

| Gf 
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of my own age, whoſe charms ſeemed to ſoften, and 
even ſubdue the ſtubborn heart of my brother Jerry; 
but hc no ſooner left the place than he relapſed into 
his former inſenſfibility—1 feei, however, that this in- 
difference is not the family conſtitution— I never ad- 
mitted but one idea of love, and that has taken ſuch 
root in my heart, as to he equally proof againit all the 

pulls of diſcretion, and the iroſts of neglect, 

Dear Letty! JI had an alarming adventure at the 
hunters ball in Edinburgh While I fat diſcourſing 
with a friend in a corner, all at once the very image 
of Wilſon ſtood before me, dieſſed exactly as he was 
in the character of Aimwell! It was one Mr. Gordon, 
whom I had not ſcen before Shocked at the ſudden 
apparition, I fainted away, and threw the whole af- 
iembly in confuhon—However, the cauſe of my difor- 
der remained a ſecret to every body but my brother, 
who was Ikewiſe ſtruck with the reſemblance, and 
jcolde} atter we came home—l am very {enfible of ]-r- 
1y's affection, and know he ſpoke as well with a view 
to me own intereſt and happinets, as in regard to the 
„ondur of the family; but 1 cepnot bear to have 
ay wounds probed feverely-——T was not lo much at- 
tected by the cenfure he paſſed upon my own maucre- 
non, as with the reflection he made on the conduct of 

Vilſon— He obſerved, that if he was really the gen- 
tleman he pretended to be, and harboured nothing but 
nonourable deſigns, he would have vindicated his þre- 
tenſions in the face of day This remark mae a deep 
impreſſion upon my mind I endeavonred to conceal 
my thoughts; and this endeavour had a bad effect 
vpon my health and ſpirits; tf» it was thought neceſ- 
fury that I ſhould go to the Highlands, and drink the 
goat-miltk-whey, 

We went accordingly to Lough-Lomond, one of 
the moſt enchanting ſpots in the whole world; and 
what with this remedy, which I had every morning 
freſh from the mountains, and the pure air, and chear- 
ful company, I have recovered my floſh anti app. tne 
ovgh there is fomething ſtill at the bottom, which it 

| | is 
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1s not in the power of air, exerciſe, company, or me. 
dicine to remove. Theſe incidents would not touch 
me ſo nearly, if I had a jenfible confidant to ſympa- 
thize with my affliction, and comfort me with whole. 
ſome advice I have nothing of this kind, except 
Win. Jenkins, who is really a good body in the main, 
but very ill qualified for ſuch an othce———— The poor 
creature is weak in her nerves, as well as in her vn- 
gerſtanding ; otherwiſe I might have known the true 
name and character of that unfortunate youth—13t 
why do I call him «njortunate? perhaps the epithet 13 
more applicable to me for having liſtened to the falle 
proteſſions of But, hold! I have as yet no nglic, 
and ſure I have no inclination to believe any thing to» 
the prejudice of his honour---In that reflection I tial 
ſtill exert my patience—As for Mrs. Jenkins, ſhe her- 
ſelf is really an object of compaſſion Between vanity, 
methodiſm, and love, her head is almoſt turned. I 
ſhould have more regard for her, however, if ſhe had 
been more conſtant in the object of her aifection ; but, 
truly, ſhe aimed at conqueſt, and flirted at the ſome 
time with my uncle's footman, Humphry Cliaker, 
who 1s really a deſerving young man, and one Dutton; 
my brother's valet de chambre, a debauched fellow; 
who, leaving Win. in the lurch, ran away witn ano- 
ther man's bride at Berwick. | 

My dear Willis, I am truly aſhamed of my own 
ſex— We complain of advantages winch the men take 


of our youth, inexperience, ſenſibility, and all that; 


but I have ſeen enough to believe, that our ſex in ge— 
neral make it their buſineſs to enſnare the other; and 
for this purpoſe, employ arts which are by no mcans 
to be jultified In paint of conſtancy, they certainly 
have nothing to reproach the male part of the creation 
— My poor aunt, without. any regard to her years and 
imperfections, has gone to market with her charms in 
every place where ſhe thought ſhe had the leaſt chance 
to diſpoſe of her perſon, which, however, hangs ſtill 
heavy on her hands—1 am afraid ſhe has uſed even re- 
-Iigion as a decoy, though it has nat anſwered her ex- 
| pectation 
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peftation—She has been praying, preaching, and ca- 
techiſing among the methadiſts, with whom this coun— 
try abounds ; and preteniis to have ſuch manifeſtations 
and revelations, as even Clinker himielf can hardly 
believe, though the poor feilow 13 haif crazy with en- 
thuſiaſm. As for Jenkins, he nfets to take all her 
miſtreſs's reveries for golpsl-—— She has alſo her heart- 
heavings and motions of the Ipirit z and Cod forgive 
me if I think uncha-itably, but all this ſeems to me ta 
be downright hypocriſy and deceit-—Pertheps, indeed, 
the poor girl impoſes on herielt —Sne is generally in a 
flutter, and is much ſubject to v»pours—Since we came 
to Scotland, ſhe has teen apparmione, and pretends to 
propheſy—Tf I could put faith in all tliete ſupernatural 
vilitstions, I ſhould thiak myſelf abandoned of grace ; 
for I have neither ſcen, heard, nor felt any thing of 
this nature, although I endeavour to Jiſcharge the du-— 
ties of religion with all the fincerity, zcal, and devoti- 
on, that is in the power of, 


Dear Letty, 
your ever affetionate, 
Glaſgow, Sept. 7. Lyrpia Mzrroxp. 
We are ſo far on our return to Brambleton hall ; and 
I would fain hope we ſhall taxe Glovcener in cue 
way, in which cafe I ſhall have the inoxpreititle 


pleaſure of embracing my dear Willis Pray its 
member me to my worthy goverveſs, 
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To MRS. Mary Jo NES, AT BRAMBLETON-HALL, 


DEAR MARY, 


SAUNDERS MACULLV, the Scotchman, who 
puſhes directly for Vaiis, has promiſed to give it you 
into your own hand, and therefore I would not mis 
the uppor:uunty to let you now as I am (til) in the jand 
of the living; and yet I have been on the brink of the 
other worla ftince I fent you my laſt letter.-We went 
by fea to another kingdom called Fife, and coming 
back, had like to have gone to pot in a ſtorm. —What 
between the 1itite and ſickneſs, I thought I ſhould have 
brought my heart up; even Mr. Clinker was not his 
own man for eight and forty hours after we got 
aſhore, It was well for ſome folks that we ſcaped 
diownding; for miitreſs was very frexious, and feem- 
ed but indifferentiy prepared for a change; but, thank 
God, the was foon put in a better frame by the private 
exaltations of the reverend Mr. Macrocodile. We 
afterwaros churned to Starling and Graſcow, Which 
are a kiple of handſome towns 3 and then we went to 
a gentleman's houte at Lott-Loming, which is a won- 
der ful ſca of freſh water, with a power of hy lands in 
the aud'ſt on't They tay as how it has got ne'er a 
bottom, and was made by a muſician; and, truly, I 
beiigve it; for it was not in the courſe of nature.—lt 
has got evaves without wind, fih without fins, and a 
Acating hyland; and one of them is a crutch-yard, 
where the dead are buri-d ; and always before the per- 
ſon dies, a bell rings of itſelf to give warning. 

O Mary! this is the land of copgyration——The 
bell knolled when we were there { ſaw lights, and 
beard lamentations.—The gentleman, our landlord, 
has got another houſe, which he was fain to quit, on 
account of a miſchievous ghoſt, that would not ſuffer 
people to lie in their beds, —T'he fairies dwell in a hole 
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ef Kairmann, a mounting hard by; and they ſteal 
away the good women that are in the ſtraw, if fo be as 
how there a'n't a horſhoe nailed to the door : and I 
was ſhewn an ould vitch, called Elſpath Ringavey, 
with a red petticoat, bleared eyes, and a mould of 
grey briſtles on her ſin, That ſhe mought do me no 
harm, I croſſed her hand with a taſter, and bid her 
tell my fortune; and ſhe told me ſuch things -- de- 


ſcribing Mr. Clinker to a hair——but it ſhall ne*er be 


faid, that I menchioned a word of the matter.—-As I 
was trouhled with fits, ſhe advited me to bathe in the 
loft, which was holy water; and fo I went in the 
morning to a private place along with the houſe-maid, 
and we bathed in our birth-day ſoot, after the faſhion 
of the country; and behold, whilſt we dabbled in the 
loff, fir George Coon ſtarted up with a gun; but we 
clapt our hands to our faces, and paſſed by him to the 
place where we had left our {mocks -A civil gentleman 
would have turned his head another way. -- My com- 
fits is, he new not which was which; and as the ſay- 
ing is, all cats in the dark are grey, —Whilt we fay- 
ed at Loff-Loming, he and our two {quires went three 
or four days churning among the wild men of the 
mountings; A parcel of ſelvidges that he in caves 
among the rocks, devour young children, ſpeak Velch, 
but the vords are different. Our ladies would not part 
with Mr. Clinker, becauſe he is fo ſtaut, and ſo pye- 
houſe, that he fears neither man nor devils, if fo be as 
they don't take him by ſurpriſe, —Indeed, he was once 
lo flurried by an operition, that he had like to have 
ſounded. He made believe as if it had been the ould 
edmiral ; but the ould edmiral could not have made 
his air to ſtand on end, and his teeth to ſhatter 3 but 
he ſaid ſo in prudence, that the ladies mought not be 
affear d. Miſs Liddy has been puny, and like to go 
into a decline - I doubt her pore art is too tinder | 
but the got's-fey has ſat on her legs again. — Lou nows 
got's-fey is mother's milk to a Velchvoman. As for 


miſtreſs, bleſſed be God, ſhe ails nothing. —Her ſto- 


mick is good, and ſhe improves in greale and godli- 
om nets 
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neſs; but, for all that, ſhe may have infections like 
other people, and I beiieve, ſhe wouldn't be ſorry to 
be called your lady/vip, whenever tir George thinks 
proper to ax the queition,—But, tor my part, whate- 
ver I may fee or hear, not a particle hall ever pals che 


lips of, 
Dear Molly, 
your loving friend, 
Graſco, Sept. 7. WIN. JENK1Ns, 


Remember me, as uſua], to Saul.— We are now com- 
ing home, though not the neareſt road. —1 do ſup- 
pole, I ſhall find the kitten a ling buai ai my icturn. 


I . — K . (or . 


To SIR WATEKIN PHillies, BART. OF IESsVs 
COLLEGE, OXON. 


DEAR KNIGHT, 


ONCE more I tread upon Engliſh ground, which 1 
like not the worie for the fix, week's ramble I have 
matte among the woods and mountains of Caledonia; 
no offence to the land of cakes, where bannocks grow 
#pen firaw. I never {aw my uncle in ſuch health and 
ſpirits as he now enjoys. Liddy 1s perfectly recover- 
ed; and Mrs. Tabitha has nv reaſon to complain. 
Nevertheleſs, I believe, ſhe was, till yeſterday, inclin- 
ed to give the whole Scotch nation to the devil, as a 
pack of inſenſible brutes, upon whom her accompliſh- 
ments had been diſplayed in vain. At every place 
where we halted, did ſhe mount the flage, and flou- 
riſhed her ruſty arms, without being able to make one 
conqueſt. One ot her laſt eſſays was againſt the heart 
of ür George Colquhoun, with whom ſhe fought * 

, | the 


the weapons more than twice over. She was grave 
and gay by turns—ſhe moralized and methodized—ſhe 
laughed, and romped, and danced, and ſung, and 
ſighed, and ogled, and liſped, and fluttered, and flat- 
tered—but all was preaching to the defart—The ba- 
ronet, being a well-bred man, carried his civilities as 


far as ſhe could in conſcience expect, and, if evil 


tongues are to be believed, ſome degrees farther ; but 
he was too much a veteran in gallantry, as well as in 
war, to fall-into _ ambuſcade that ſhe could lay for 
his affection.— While we were abſent in the Highlands, 


| ſhe practiſed alſo upon the laird of Ladriſhmore, and 


even gave him the rendezvous in the wood of Drum- 
ſcailloch 3 but the laird had ſuch a reverend care of his 
own reputation, that he came attended with the par- 
ſon of the pariſh, and nothing paſſed but ſpiritual 
communication, After all theſe miſcarriages, our 
aunt ſuddenly recollected lieutenant Liſmahago, whom, 
ever ſince our firſt arrival at Edinburgh, ſhe ſeemed to 
have utterly forgot; but now the expreſſed her hopes 
of ſeeing him at Dumfries, according to his promiſe. 
We ſet out from Glaſgow by the way of Lanerk, 
the county- town of Clydeſdale, in the neighbourhood 
of which, the whole river of Clyde, ruſhing down a' 
ſteep rock, forms a very noble and ſtupendous caſcade. 
Next day we were obliged to halt in a ſmall borough, 


until the carriage, which had received ſome damage, 


ſhould be repaired ; and there we met with an incident 
which warmly intereſted the benevolent ſpirit of Mr. 
Bramble,—As we ſtood at the window of an inn that 
fronted the public priſon, a perſon arrived on horſe- 


back, genteelly, tho' plainly, drefled in a blue frock, 


with his own hair cut ſhort, and a gold-laced hat upon 
lis head. Alighting, and giving his horſe to the 
landlord, he advanced to an old man who was at work 
in paving the ſtreet, and accoſted him in theſe words 2 
© This is hard work for ſuch an old man as you.” — 
do ſaying he took the inſtrument out of his haud, and 
* to thump the pavement.— After a few ſtrokes, 
« Have you never a ſon (ſaid he) to caſe you of this 
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% labour?“ „ Yes, an pleaſe your honour, (replied 
& the ſenior) I have three bopefal lads, but, at pre. 
4% ſent, they are out of the way.” © Honour not me 
« (cried the ſtranger); it more becomes me to honour 
% your grey hairs, — Where are thoſe ſons you talk 
% of?“ The ancient pavior ſaid, his eldeſt ſon was a 
captain in the Eaſt-Indies; and the youngeft had 
lately inliſted as a ſoldier, in hopes of proſpering like 
his brother. The gentleman deſiring to know what 
was become of the ſecond, he wiped his eyes, and 
owned, he had taken upon him his old father's debts, 
for which, he was now in the priſon hard by. 

The traveller made three quick ſteps towards the 
gaol, then turning ſhort, “ Tell me, (ſaid he) has 
« that unnatural captain ſent you nothing to relieve 
« your diftreſſes ?** Call him not unnatural (replied 
s the other); God's bleſſing be upon him! he ſent 
«© me a great deal of money; but I made a bad uſe of 
« it; I loſt it by being ſecurity for a gentleman that 
& was my. landlord, and was ftript of all I had in the 
% world beſides.” At that inſtant a young man, 
thruſting out his head and neck between two iron bars 
in the priſon window, exclaimed, “ Father! father! 
« if my brother William is in life, that's he?“ „1 
« am!—I am !—(cried the ſtranger, claſping the old 
t man in his arms, and ſhedding a flood of tears)—1 
« am your ſon Willy, ſure enough!” Before the fa- 
ther, who was quite confounded, could make any re- 
turn to this tenderneſs, a decent old woman bolting out 
from the door of a poor habitation, cried, “ Where 
« is my baim? „ where is my dear Willy?“ — The 
captain no ſooner beheld her, than he quitted his fa- 
ther, and ran into her embrace. 

I can afſure you, my uncle, who ſaw and heard 
every thing that paſſed, was as much moved as any 
one of the parties concerned in this pathetic recogniti- 
on. — He ſobbed, and wept, and clapped his hands, 
and haflowed, and finally ran down into the ſtreet, 

By this time, the captain had retired with his parents, 


and all the inhabitants of the place were aſſembles ® 
: 
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the door. —Mr. Bramble, nevertheleſs, preſſed thro” 
the crowd, and entering the houſe, “ Captain (ſaid 
« he) I beg the favour of your acquaintance I 
« would have travelled a hundred miles to ſee this af- 
« feting ſcene; and 1 ſhall think myſelf happy, if 
« you and your parents will dine with me at the pub- 
* tic houſe.” The captain thanked him for his kind 
invitation, which, he ſaid, he would accept with plea- 
ſure; but, in the mean time, he could not think of 
eating or drinking, while his poor brother was in trou- 
ble.— He forthwith depoſited a ſum equal to the debt 


in the hands of the magiſtrate, who ventured to ſet his 


brother at liberty withont farther proceſs; and then 
the whole family repaired to the inn with my uncle, 
attended by the crowd, the individuals of which ſhook 
their townſman by the hand, while he returned their 

tareſſes without the leaſt ſign of pride or affectation. 
This honeſt favourite of fortune, whoſe name was 
Brown, told my uncle, that he had been bred a wea- 
ver, and, abont eighteen years ago, had, from a ſpirit 
of idleneſs and diſhpation, enliſted as a ſoldier in the 
ſervice of the Eaſt-India company; that, in the courſe 
of duty, he had the good fortune to attract the notice 
and approbation of lord Clive, who preferred him 
from one ſtep to another, till he attained the rank of 
captain and pay-maſter to the regiment, in which ca- 
pacities he had honeſtly amaſſed above twelve thouſand 
pounds, and, at the peace, reſigned his commiſſion— 
He had ſent ſeveral remittances to his father, who re- 
ceived the firſt only, conſiſting of one hundred pounds 
the ſecond had fallen into the hands of a bankrupt; 
and the third had been conſigned to a gentleman of 
Scotland, who died before it ↄrrived; ſo that it ſtill 
remained to be accounted for by his executors. He 
now preſented the old man with fifty pounds for his 
be occaſions, over and above bank notes for one 
undred, which be had depoſited for his brother's re- 
leaſe. —He brought along with him a deed ready exe- 
euted, by which he ſettled a perpetuity of four-ſcore 
pounds upon his vente, bs be inherited by their other 
# A two 
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two ſons after their deceaſe. —He promiſed to purchaſe 
a commiſſion for his youngeſt brother; to take the 
other as his own partner in a manufacture which he 
intended to ſet up, to give employment and bread to 
the induſtrious ; and to give five hundred pounds, by 
way of dower, to his filter, who had married a far. 
mer in low circumſtances. Finally, he gave fifty 
pounds to the poor of the town where he was born, 
and feaſted all the inhabitants without exception. 

My uncle was ſo charmed with the character of cap- 
tain Brown, that he drank his health three times ſuc- 
ceſſively at dinner.—He ſaid, he was proud of his ac- 
quaintance; that he was an honour to his country, 
and had in ſome meaſure redeemed human nature from 
the reproach of pride, ſelfiſhneſs, and ingratitude.— 
For my part, I was as much pleaſed with the modeſtly 
as with the filial virtue of this honeſt ſoldier, who al- 
ſumed no merit from his ſucceſs, and ſaid very little of 
his own tranſactions, though the anſwers he made to 
our inquiries were equally ſenſible and laconic. Mes, 
Tabitha behaved very graciouſly to him until ſhe un- 
derſtood that he was going to make a tender of his 
hand to a perſon of low eſtate, who had been his 
ſweet-heart while he worked as a journeyman weaver, 
—Our aunt was no ſooner made acquainted with this 
deſign, than ſhe ſtarched up her behaviour with a dou- 
ble portion of reſerve; and when the company 
broke up, ſhe obſerved, with a toſs of her noſe, that 
Brown was a civil fellow enough, conſidering the low- 
neſs of his origin; but that Fortune, though ſhe had 
mended his circumſtances, was incapable to raiſe lus 
ideas, which were ſtill humble and plebeian. 

On the day that ſucceeded this adventure, we went 
ſome miles out of our road to ſee Drumlanrig, a ſeat be- 
longing to the duke of Queenſbury, which appears like 
a magnificent palace erected by magic, in the midſt of 
a wilderneſs. —It is indeed a princely manſion, with 
ſuitable parks and plantations, rendered fti]] more 
ſtriking by the nakedneſs of the ſurrounding country, 
which is one of the wildeſt tracts in all Scotland, — 
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This wildneſs, however, is different from that of the 
Highlands ; for here the mountains, inſtead of heath, 
are covered with a fine green ſward, affording paſture 
to innumerable flocks of ſheep. But the fleeces of 
this country, called Nithſdale, are not comparable to 
the wool of Galloway, which is ſaid to equal that of 
Saliſbury plain. Having paſſed the night at the caſtle 
of Drumlanrig, by invitation from the duke himſelf, 
who is one of the beſt men that ever breathed, we 
proſecuted our journey to Dumfries a very elegant 
trading town near the borders of England, where we 
found plenty of good proviſion and excellent wine, at 
very reaſonable prices, and the accomodation as good 
in all reſpects in any part of South-Britain. -— If I 
was confined to Scotland for life, I would chooſe 
Dumfries as the place of my reſidence. Here we 
made enquiries about captain Liimahago, of whom 
hearing no tidings, we proceeded, by the Solway 
Firth, to Carliſle. You muſt know, tat the Solway 
ſands, upon which travellers paſs at low water, are 
exceedingly dangerous, becauſe, as the tide makes, 
they become quick in different places, and the flood 
ruſhes in ſo 1mpetuouſly, that paſſengers are often 
over taken by the fea, and periſh. 

In croſling theſe treacherous Syrtes with a guide, 
we perceived a drowned horſe, which Humphry Clin- 
ker, after due inſpection declared to be the very 
identical beaſt which Mr, Liſmahago rode when he 
parted with us at Felton-bridge in Northumberland. 
This information, which ſeemed to intimate that our 
friend the lieutenant had ſhared the fate of his horle, 
affected us all, and above all our aunt Tabitha, who 
ſhed ſalt tears, and obliged Clinker to pull a few hairs 
out of the dead horſe's tail, to be worn in a ring as 
a remembrance of his maſter : but her grief and ours 
was not of long duration; for one of the firſt per- 
ſons we ſaw in Carliſle, was the lieutenant ia propria 
perſona, bargaining with a horſe-dealer for another 
ſteed, in the yard of the inn where we alighted. — 
Mrs, Bramble was the firſt that perceived him, and 
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ſcreamed as if ſhe had ſeen a ghoſt; and truly, at 2 
proper time and place, he might very well have paſ. 
ſed for an inhabitant of another world; for he was 
more meagre and grim than before. We received 
him the more cordially for having ſuppoſed he had been 
drowned; and he was not deficient in expreſſions of 
ſatisfaction at this meeting. He told us, he had 
enquired for us at Dumfries, and been informed by 2 
travelling merchant from Glaſgow, that we had re- 
ſolved to return by the way of Coldſtream. — He faid, 
that, in paſſing the ſands without a guide, his horſe 
had knocked up; and he himſelt mult have periſhed, 
if, he had not been providentially relieved by a re- 
turned poſt -chaiſe. — He moreover gave us to under- 
ſtand, that his ſcheme of ſettling in his own country 
having miſcarried, he was ſo far on his way to Lon- 
don with a view to embark for North- America, where 
he intended to paſs the reſt of his days among his old 
friends the Miamis, and amuſe himſelf in finiſhing 
the education of the fon he had by his beloved Squink- 
inacooſta. 
This project was by no means agreeable to our good 
aunt, who expatiated upon the fatigues and dangers 
that would attend ſuch a long voyage by ſea, and 
afterwards ſuch a tedious journey by land — She en- 
larged particularly on the riſque he would run, with 
reſpect to the concerns of his precious ſoul, among 
. ſavages who had not yet received the glad tidings of 
falyation ; and ſhe hinted that his abandoning Great- 
Britain might, perhaps, prove fatal to the inclinations 
of ſome deierving perſon, whom he was qualified to 
make happy for life. My uncle, who 1s really a Don 
Quixote in generoſity, underſtanding that Liſmahago's 
real reaſon for leaving Scotland was the impoſſihility 
of ſubſiſting in it with any decency upon the wretched 
roviſion of” a ſubaltern's half-pay, began to be warmly 


intereſted on the ſide of comp: ſſion — He thought it 

very hard, that a gentleman, who had ſerved his coun- 

try with honour, ſhould þ: driven by neceſſity Pp 
ſpen 
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ſpend his old age, among the refuſe of mankind, in 
ſuch a remote part of the world. — He diſcourſed with 
me upon the ſubje&t; obſerving, that he would wil- 
| lingly offer the lieutenant an aſylum at Brambleton- 
| hall, if he did not foreſee that his ſingularities and 
humour of contradiction would render him an into- 
lerable houſe-mate, though his converſation at ſome 
times might be both inſtructive and entertaining : but, 
as there ſcemed to be ſomething particular in his at- 
tention to Mrs. Tabitha, he and I agreed in opinion, 
that this intercourſe ſhould be encouraged, and im- 
proved, it poſſible, into a — union; in 
which caſe there would be a comfortable proviſion for 
both; and they might be ſettled in a houſe of their own, 
ſo that Mr. Bramble ſhould have no more of their 
company than he deſired. 

In purſuance of this deſign, Liſmahago has been in- 
vited to paſs the winter at Brambleton-hall, as it will 
be time enough to execute his American project in the 
ſpring. — He has taken time to conſider of this pro- 
poſal ; mean while, he will keep us company as far as 
we travel in the road to Briſtol, where he has hopes 
of getting a paluge, for America, I make no doubt 
but that he will poſtpone his voyage, and prolecute 
his addreſſes to a happy conſummation ; and ſure, if 
it produces any fruit, it muſt be of a very peculiar 
flavour. As the weather continues favourable, I be- 
lieve, we ſhall take the Peak of Derbyſhire and Bux- 
ton Wells in our way, At any rate, from the firſt 
2 where we make any ſtay, you ſhall hear again 

rom 5 


Yours always, 


Carliſle, Sept. 12. J. MELFoRD, 
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CCC 
To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


THE peaſantry of Scotland are certainly on a poor 
footing all over the kingdom ; and yet they look bet- 
ter, and are better cloathed than thoſe of the ſune 
rank in Burgundy, and many other places of France 
and Italy; nay, I will venture to ſay they are better 
fed, notwithſtanding the boaſted wine of theſe foreign 
countries. The country people of North-Britain live 
chiefly on oat-mcal, and milk, cheeſe, butter, and 
ſome garden-ſtuff, with now and then a pickled-her- 
ring, by way of delicacy; but fleſh-meat they ſel- 
dom or never taſte ; nor any kind of ſtrong liquor, 
except two-penny, at times of uncommon feſtivity — 
Their breakfaſt is a kind of haſty-pudding, of oat- 
meal, or pcaſe meal, eaten with wilk. They have 
commonly pottage to dinner, compoſed of cale or cole, 
Jeeks, barley or big, and butter, and this is reinforced 
with bread and cheeſe, made of ſkimmed-milk — At 
night they ſup on ſowens or flummery of oat-meal — 
In a ſcarcity of oats, they uſe the mea] of barley and 
peaſe, which is both nouriſhing and pala able. Some 
of them have potato:s; andyou find parinips in every 
ergy garden — They are cloathed with a coarſe 

ind of ruſſet of their on making, which is both de- 
cent and warm — They dwell in poor huts, built of 
Jooſe ſtones and turf, without any mortar, having a 
fire-place or hearth in the middle, generally made 
of an old mill-ſtone, and a hole at top to let out the 
ſmoke. ; 

Theſe people, however, are content, and, wonder- 
fully ſagacious — All of them read the Bible, and 
are even qualified to diſpute upon the articles of ther 
faith; which, in thoſe parts I have ſeen, is entirely 
Preſbyterian, I am told, that the inhabitants oi 


Aber- 
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Aberdeenſhire are ſtill more acute. I once knew' a 
Scotch gentleman at London, who kad declared war 
againſt this part of his countrymen; and fwore 
that the impudence and knavery of the Scots, in that 
quarter, had brought a reproach upon the whole 
nation, 

The river Clyde, above Glaſgow, is quite paſtoral j 
and the banks of it are every where adorned with fine 
villas. From the fea to its ſource, we may reckon 
the ſeats of many families of the firſt rank, ſuch as 
the duke of Argyle at Roſeneath, the earl of Bute in 
the ifle of that name, the earl of Glencairn at Fin- 
layſton, lord Blantyre at Areſkine, the dutcheſs of 
Douglas at Bothwell, duke Hamilton at Hamilton, 
the duke of Douglas at Douglas, and the earl of 
Hyndford at Carmichael. Hamiiton is a noble palace, 
magnificently furniſhed ; and hard by is the village 
of that name, one of the neateſt little towns I have 
ſeen in any country. The old caſtle of Douglas be- 
ing burned to the ground by accident, the late duke 
refolved, as head of the firſt family in Scotland, to 
have the largeſt houſe in the Kingdom, and ordered a 

lan for this purpoſe ; bat there was only one wing of 
it finiſhed when he died. It is to be hoped that his 
nephew, who is now in poſſeſſion of his great for- 
tune, will complete the. deſign of his predeceſſor 
Clydeſdale is in general populous and rich, con- 
taining a great number of gentlemen, who are inde- 
pendent in their fortune; but it produces more 
cattle than corn — This is alſo the caſe with Tweedale, 
through part of which we paſſed, and Nidſdale, which 
is generally rough, wild, and mountainous — Theſe 
hills are covered with ſheep ; and this is the ſinall de- 
licious mutton, ſo much preferable to that of the 
London-maiket. As their feeding coſts fo little, the 
ſheep are not killed till five years old, when their fleſh, 
juices, and flavour, are in perfection; but their fleeces 
are much damaged by the tar, with which they are 
ſeared to preſerve them from the rot in winter, dur- 
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ing which they run wild night and day, and thou. 
ſands are loſt under huge wreaths of ſnow "Tis 
pity the farms cannot contrive ſome means to ſhelter 
this uſeful animal from the inclemencies of a rigo- 
rous climate, eſpecially from the perpetual rains, which 
are more prejudicial than the greateſt extremity of 
cold weather. 

On the little river Nid, is ſituated the caſtle of 
Drumlanrig, one of the nobleſt ſteats in Great-Britain, 
belonging to the duke of Queenſbury ; one of thoſe 
few noblemen whoſe goodneſs of heart does honour tv 
human-nature — I ſhall not pretend to enter into a 
deſcription of this palace, which is really an inſtance 
of the ſublime in magnificence, as well as in ſituation, 
and puts one in mind of the beautiful city of Palmyra, 
rifing like a viſion in the midſt of the wilderneſs. His 
grace keeps open houſe, and lives with great ſplendour 
— He did us the honour to receive us with great 
courteſy, and detain us all night, together with above 
twenty other, gueſts with all their ſervants and horſes, 
to a very conſiderable number — The dutcheſs was 
equally gracious, and took our ladies under her im- 
mediate protection. The longer I live, I ſee more 
reaſon to believe that prejudices of education are 
never wholly eradicated, even when they are diſcovered 
to be erroneous and abſurd. Such habits of thinking 
as intereſt the grand paſſions, cleave to the human 
heart in ſuch a manner, that though an effort of 
reaſon may force them from their hold for a mo- 
ment, this violence no ſooner ceaſes, than they re- 
n their graſp with an encreaſed elaſticity and ad- 

eſion. 

I am led into this reflection, by what paſſed at the 
duke's table after ſupper. The conyerſation turned 
upon the vulgar notions of ſpirits and omens, that 
prevail among the commonalty of North-Britain, and, 
all the company agreed, that nothing could be more 
ridiculous. One gentleman however, told a remark- 
able ſtory of himſelf, by way of ſpeculation —“ Be- 
e jog on a party of hunting in the North, (ſaid he) 
« I reſolved 
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« J reſolved to viſit an old friend, whom I had not 
« ſeen for twenty years — So long he had been re- 
« tired and ſequeſtered from all his acquaintance, and 
« lived in a moping melancholy way, much afflifted 
« with lowneſs of ſpirits, occaſioned by the death of 
« his wife, whom he had loved with uncommon af- 
« fection. As he reſided in a remote part of the 
« country, and we were five gentlemen with as many 
« ſeryants, we carried ſome proviſion with us from 
« the next market town, leſt we ſhould find him un- 
« prepared for our reception: The roads being bad, 
« we did not arrive at the houſe till two o'clock in 
te the afternoon ; and were agreeably ſurpriſed to find 
te a very good dinner ready in the kitchen, and the 
« cloth laid with fix covers. My friend himſelf ap- 
«© peared in his beſt appearel at the gate, and re- 
t ceived us with open arms, telling me he had been 
« expecting us theſe two hours — Aſtoniſhed at this 
« declaration, I aſked who had given him intelligence 
* of our coming ? and he ſmiled without making any 
« other reply — However, 1225 upon our for- 
e mer intimacy, I afterwards inſiſted upon knowing; 
« and he told me, very g-avely, he had ſeen me in a 
* viſion of the ſecond fight — Nay, he called in the 
& evidence of his ſteward, who ſolemnly declared, 
ce that his maſter had the day before appriſed him of 
% my coming, with four other ſtrangers, and or- 
« dered him to provide accordingly ; in conſequence 
*« of which intimation, he had prepared the dinner 
« which we were then eating; and laid the covers 
« according to the number foretold.”” The incident 
we all owned to be remarkable, and I endeayoured to 
account for it by natural means. I obſerved, that as 
the gentleman was of a viſionary turn, the caſual idea, 
or remembrance of his old friend, might ſuggeſt thoſe 
circumſtances which accident had for once realized ; 
but that in all probability he had ſeen many viſions 
of the ſame kind, which were never verified. None 
of the company directly diſſented from my * 
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but from the objections that were hinted, I could 
plainly perceive, that the majority were perſuaded 


there was ſomething more extraordinary in the 
caſe. 


Another gentleman of the company addreſſing him- 


ſelf to me, Without all doubt, (ſaid he) a diſeaſed 


imagination is very apt to produce viſions; but 
we mult find ſome other method to account for ſome- 
thing of this kind, that happened within theſe eight 
days in my neighbourhood A gentleman of a 
good family, who cannot be deemed a viſionary in 
any ſenſe of the word, was near his own gate, in 
the twilight, viſited by his grandfather, who has 
been dead theſe fifteen years — The ſpectre was 
mounted ſecmingly on the very horſe he uſed to 
ride, with an angry and terrible countenance, and 
ſaid ſomething, which his grandſon, in the con- 
fuſi'n of his fear, could not underſtand. But 
this was not alt — He lifted up a huge horſe-whip, 
and applied it with great violence to his back and 


ſhoulders, on which I ſaw the impreſſion with my 


own eyes. The apparition was afterwards ſeen hy 
the ſexton of the pariſh, hovering about the toms 


where his hody lies interred ; as the man declared. 


to ſeveril perſons in the village, before he knew 
what had happened to the gentleman — Nay, he 
actually came to me as a juſtice of the peace, in 
order to make oath of theſe particulars, which, 
however, I declined adminiſtering. As for the 
grandſon of the defunct, he is a ſober, ſenſible, 
worldly-minded fellow, tos intent upon ſchemes of 
intereſt to give into reveries. He would have wil- 
lingly concealed the affair; but he bawled out in 
the firſt tranſport of his fear, and running into the 
houſe, expoſed his back and his ſconce to the 


+ whole family; ſo that there was no denying it in 


the ſequel. It is now the common diſcourſe of the 
country, that this appearance and hehaviour of 
the old man's ſpirit, portends ſome great calamity 
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© to the family, and the good- woman has actually 
6 taken to her bed in this apprehenſion.” 
Though I did not pretend to explain this myſtery, 

I faid, I did not at all doubt, but it would one day 
appear to be a deception; and, in all probability, a 
ſcheme executed by ſome enemy of the perſon who 
had ſuftained the aſſult ; but ſtill the gentleman inſiſted 
upon the elearneſs of the evidence, and the concur- 
rence of teſtimony, by which two creditable witneſſes, 
without any communication one with another, affirmed 
the appearance of the ſame mar, with whoſe perſon 
they were hoth well acquainted From Drumlanrig 
we purſued the courſe of the Nid to Dumfries, which 
ſtands ſeveral miles above the place where the river 
falls into the ſea; and is, after Glaſgow, the hand- 
ſomeſt town T have ſeen in Scotland — The inhabitants, 
indeed, ſeem to have propoſed that city as their model; 
not only in beautifying their town and regulating its 
police, but allo in proſecuting their ſchemes of com- 
merce and manutacture, by which they are grown rich 
and opulent, | | 

We re-entered England, by the way of Carliſle, 
where we accidentally met with our friend Liſmahago, 
whom we had in vain inquired after at Dumfries and 
other places — It would ſeem that the captain, like 
the prophets of old, is but little honoured in his own 
country, winch he has now renounced for ever — He 
gave me the following particulars of his viſit to his 
native foil — In his way to the place of his nativity, 
he learned that his nephew had married the daughter 
of a burgeois, who directed a weaving manufacture, 
and had gone into partnerſhip with his father-in-law : 
chagrined with this information, he had arrived at the 
gate in the twilight, where he heard the ſound of 
treddles in the great hall, which had exaſperated him 
to ſuch a degree, that he had like to have loſt his 
ſenſes : while he was thus tranſported with indignation, 
his nephew chanced to come forth, when, being no 
longer maſter of his paſſion, he cried, “ Degenerate 
f* raſcal ! you have made my father's houſe a den of 

Re, „ e thieves * 


122 Tux EXPEDITION or 

© thieves; and at the ſame time chaſtiſed him with 
his horſe-whip ; then, riding round the adjoining 
village, he had viſited the burying- ground of his 
anceſtors by moon- light; and, having paid his reſpects 
to their manes, travelled all _ to another part of 


the country — Finding the head of his family in ſuch 
a diſgraceful ſituation, all his own friends dead or re- 
moved from the places of their former reſidence, and 
the expence of living encreaſed to double of what it 
had been, when he firſt left his native country, he 
had bid it an eternal adieu, and. was determined to ſeek 
for repoſe among the forefts of America. 

IT was no longer at a loſs to account for the ap- 
parition, which had been deſcribed at Drumlanrig; 
and when I repeated the ſtory to the lieutenant, he 
was much pleaſed to think his reſentment had been ſo 
much more effectual than he intended; and he owned, 
he might at ſuch an hour, and in ſuch an equipage, 
very well paſs for the ghoſt of his father, whom he 
was ſaid greatly to reſemble — Between friends, I 
fancy Liſmahago will find a retreat without going ſo 
far as the wigwamSof the Miamis. My ſiſter Tab- 
by is making continual advances to him, in the way 
of affection; and, if I may truſt to appearances, the 


captain is diſpoſed to take opportunity by the forelock. 


For my part, I intend to encourage this correſpondence, 
and ſhall be glad to ſee them united — In that caſe we 
ſhall find a way to ſettle them comfortably in our own 
neighbourhood, I, and my ſervants, will get rid of 


a very troubleſome and tyrannic gouvernante; and 1 


ſhall have the benefit of Liſmahago's converſation, 
without being obliged to take more of his company 
than I deſire; for though an olla is a high-flavoured 
diſh, 1 could not bear to dine upon it every day of 
my life. 

7 am much pleaſed with Mancheſter, which is one 
of the moſt agreeable and flouriſhing towns in Great- 
Britain : and I perceive that this is the place which 
bath animated the ſpirit, and ſuggeſted the chief ma- 


nufactures 
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nufactures of Glaſgow. We propoſe to viſit Chatſ- 
worth, the Peak, and Buxton, from which laſt place 
we ſhall proceed directly homewards, though by eaſy 
journies. If the ſeaſon has been as favourable in 

ales as in the North, your harveſt is happily finiſh- 
ed; and we have nothing left to think of but our 
October, of which let Barns be properly reminded. 
You will find me much better in fleſh than I was at 
our parting ; and this ſhort ſeparation has given a new 
edge to thoſe ſentiments of friendſhip with which I 
| always haye been, and ever ſhall be, 


yours, 


Mancheſter, MATT. BRAMBLE, 
Sept. 15. 
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N Ne xd . t. . . . 3K, : . * D. *. . . . 
To Ms. GWILLIM, HOUSE-KEEPER, AT BRAM- 
BLETON-HALL, 


MRS, GWILLIM, 


IT has pleaſed Providence to bring us ſafe back ta 
England, and partake us in many pearls by land and 
water, in particular the Devil's Harſe a pike, and 
Hoyden's Hole, which hath got no bottom; and, as we 
ware drawing huomwards, it may be proper to upriſe 
you, that Brambleton-hall may be in a condition to 
receive us, after this long gurney to the iſlands of 
Scotland. By the firſt of next month you may begin 
to make conſtant fires in my brother's chamber and 
mine; and burn a fagget every day in the yellow 
damaſk room : have the teſter and curtains duſted, 
and the fatherbed and matroſſes well haired, becauſe, 
perhaps, with the bliſſing of haven, they may he yooſed 
on ſome occaſion. Let the ould hogſheads be well 
ſkewred and ſeaſoned for bear, as Mat is reſolved to 
have his ſeller choak fool, 10 
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If the houſe was mine, I would turn over a new 
leaf I don't ſee why the ſarvants of Wales 
ſhouldn't drink fair water, and eat hot cakes and 
barley cale, as they do in Scotland, without troy. 
bling the botcher above once a quarter — I hope you 
REP account of Roger's purſeeding in reverence to 
the butter-milk. I expect my dew when I come huom, 
without baiting an aſs, I'll aſſure you. — As you muſt 
have layed a great many more eggs than would be 
eaten, I do ſuppoſe there is a power of turks, chick- 
ings, and guzzlings about the houſe ; and a brave 
kergo of cheeſe ready for market; and that the owl 
has been ſent to Crickhowel, ſaving what the maidz 
ſpun in the family, | 

Pray let the whole houſe and furniture have a 
thorough cleaning from top to bottom, for the ho- 
nour of Wales; and let Roger ſearch into, and 

make a general clearance of the flit holes which the 
maids have in ſecret; for I know they are much given 
to ſloath and uncleanneſs. I hope you have worked 2 
reformation among them, as I exhorted you in my 
laſt, and ſet their hearts upen better things than they 
can find in junkitting and caterwauling with the fel- 
lows of the country, 

As for Win. Jenkins, ſhe has undergone a perfect 
metamurphyſis, and -is become a new creeter from 
the ammunition of Humphry Clinker, our new foot- 
man, a pious young man, who has laboured exceed- 
ingly, that ſhe may bring forth fruits of repent- 
ance, I make no doubt but he will tak the ſame 
pains with that pert huſſy Mary Jones, and all of you; 
and that he may have power given to penetrate and 
inſtill his goodneſs, even into your moſt inward parts, 
is the fervent prayer of 


your friend in the ſpirit, 
Sept. 18. TAB, BRAMBLE. 


To 
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PPP 


To Dr. LEWIS. 
DEAR LEWIS, 


LISMAHAGO is more paradoxical than ever,» 
The late gulph he had of his native air, ſeems to have 
blown freſh ſpirit into all his polemical faculties, I 
congratulated him the other day on the preſent flou iſh- 
ing (tate of his country, obſerving that the Scots were 
now in a fair way to wipe off the national reproach 
of poverty, and expreſſing my ſatisfaction at the hap- 
| py effects of the union, ſo conſpicuous in the impro.e- 
| ment of their agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and manners — The lieutenant, ſcrewing up his fea- 
tures into a look of diſſent and diſguſt, commented 
on my remarks to this effect — © thoſe who reproach 
© 2 nation for its poverty, when it is not owing to 
| © the profligacy or vice of the people, deſerve no an- 
te ſwer. The Lacedæmonians were poorer than the 
„ Scots, when they took the lead among all the free 
* ſtates of Greece, and were eſteemed above them all 
„ for their valour and their virtue, The moſt re- 
% ſpeftable heroes of ancient Rome, ſuch as Fabri- 
© cius, Cincinnatus, and Regulus, were poorer than 
te the pooreſt frecholder in Scotland; and there are 
« at this day individuals in North-Britain, one of 
« whom can produce more gold and filver than the 
« whole republic of Rome could raiſe at thoſe times 
« when her public virtue ſhone with unrivalled luſtre 
„ and poverty was fo far from being a reproach, that 
« jt added freſh laurels to her fame, becauſe it indi- 
cated a noble contempt of wealth, which was proof 
againſt all the arts of corruption — If poverty be 
a ſubject for reproach, it follows that wealth is 
the object of eſteem and veneration — In that caſe 
*« there are Jews and others in Amſterdam and Lon- 
don, enriched by uſury, peculation, and different 

e ſpecies 
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*« ſpecies of fraud and extortion, who are more 
* eſtimable than the moſt virtuous and illuſtrious 
1 members of the community. An abſurdity which 
* no man in his ſenſes will offer to maintain. — 
% Riches are certainly no proof of merit: nay, they 
« are often (if not moſt commonly) acquired by per- 
*« ſons of ſordid minds and mean talents : nor do 
* they give any intrinſic worth to the poſſeſſor; but, 
* on the contrary, tend to pervert his underſtand- 
« ing, and render his morals more depraved. But 
« granting that poverty were really matter of re- 
10 proach, it cannot be juſtly imputed to Scotland, 
on No country is poor that can ſupply its inhabitants 
4 with the neceſſaries of life, and even afford articles 
& for exportation. Scotland is rich in natural advan- 
« tages: it produces every ſpecies of proviſion in 
* abundance, vaſt herds of cattle and flocks of ſheep, 
« with a great number of horſes ; prodigious quan- 
46 tities of wool and flax, with plenty of copſe wood, 
& and in ſome parts large foreſts of timber. The 
tc earth is ſtill more rich below than above the ſur- 
face. It yields inexhauſtible ſtores of coal, free- 
ſtone, marble, lead, iron, copper, and filver, with 
ſome gold. The ſea abounds with excellent fiſh, 
and ſalt to cure them for exportation; and there 
* are creeks and harbours round the whole kingdom, 

for the convenience and ſecurity of navigation. The 
face of the country diſplays a ſurpriſing number 
of cities, towns, villas, and villages, ſwarming 
« with people; and there ſeems to be no want of 
« art, induſtry, government, and police: ſuch a 
« kingdom can never be called poor, in any ſenſe 

of the word, though there may be many others 
« more powerful and opulent. But the proper uſe 
ce of thoſe advantages, and the prelent proſperity of 


c the Scots, you ſeem to derive from the union of the 
& two kingdoms !” 


I faid, I ſuppoſed he would not deny that the ap- 


pearance of the country was much mended ; that the 
| people 
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people lived better, had more trade, and a greater 
quantity of money circulating fince the union, than 
before. © I may ſafely admit theſe premiſes, (an- 
„ ſwered the lieutenant) without ſubſcribing to your 
« inference. The difference you mention, I ſhould 
«& take to be the natural progreſs of improvement 
« Since that period, other nations, ſuch as the Swedes, 
« the Danes, and in particular the French, have great- 
« ly increaſed in commerce, without any ſuch cauſe 
« aſſigned. Before the union, there was a remarka- 
« ble ſpirit of trade among the Scots; it appeared in 
« the caſe of their Darien company, in which they 
« had embarked no leſs than four hundred thouſand 
“ pounds ſterling ; and in the flouriſhing ſtate of the 
« maritime towns in Fife, and on the eaſtern coaſt, 
« enriched by their trade with France, which failed 
0 in conſequence of the union. The only ſolid com- 
« mercial advantage reaped from that meaſure, was 
te the privilege of trading to the Engliſh plantations 
te yet, excepting Glaſgow and Dumtries, I don't know 
% any other Scotch towns concerned in that traffick. 
« In other reſpects, I conceive the Scots were loſers 
« by the union. They loft the independency of 
« their ſtate, the greateſt prop of national ſpirit ; they 
* loſt their parliament, and their courts of juſtice were 
% ſubjected to the reviſion and ſupremacy of an Eng- 
* liſh tribunal.“' 

* Softly, captain, (cried I) you cannet be ſaid to 
% have loſt your own parliament, while you are re- 
& preſented in that of Great-Britain.“ * True, 
« jaid he, with a farcaſtic grin) in debates of na- 
6 tional competition, the ſixteen peers and forty-five 
% commoners of Scotland, muit make a formidable 
* figure in the ſcale, againſt the whole Engliſh le- 
« giſlature."” ge that as it may, (I obſerved) while 
% J had the honour to fit in the lower houſe, the 
% Scotch members had always the majority on their 
& fide.” „ I underſtand you, Sir, (ſaid he) the 
„ generally ſide with the majority; ſo much the —__ 
e tor their conſtituents, But even this evil is not the 

| « work 
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% worſt they have ſuſtained by the union. Their 
te trade has been ſaddled with grievous impoſitions, 
% and every article of living ſeverely taxed, to pay 
< the intereſt of enormous debts, contracted by the 
« Engliſh, in ſupport of meaſures and connections 
© in which the Scots had no intereſt nor concern.“ 
I begged he would at leaſt allow, that by the union 
the Scots were admitted to all the privileges and im- 
munities of Engliſh ſubjects; by which means mul. 
titudes of them were provided for in the army and 
navy, and got fortunes in different parts of England, 
and its dominions. *#* All theſe, (Jaid he) become 
«« Engliſh ſubjects to all intents and purpoles, and are 
« in a great meaſure loſt to their mother- country. 
% The ſpirit of rambling and adventure has been al- 
ce ways peculiar to the natives of Scotland. If they 
% had not met with encouragement in England, they 
« would haye ſerved and ſettled, as formerly, in other 
© countries, ſuch as Muſcovy, Sweden, Denmark, 
4 Poland, Germany, France, Piedmont, and Italy, 
« in all which nations their deſcendents continue to 
4 flouriſh even at this day.” | 

By this time my patience began to fail, and I ex- 
claimed, For God's ſake, what has England got 
« by this union which, you ſay, has been fo pro- 
« ductive of misfortune to the Scots.“ Great and 
1% manifole are the advantages which England derives 
« from the union (ſaid Liſmahago, in a ſolemn tone.) 
& Firſt and foremoſt, the ſettlement of the Proteſtant 
% ſucceſſion, a point which the Engliſh miniſtry drove 
« with ſuch eagerneſs, that no ſtone was left unturn- 
« ed, to cajole and bribe a few leading men, to cram 
„ the union down the throats of the Scottiſh nati- 
% on, who were ſurpriſingly reverſe to the expedient. 
« They gained by it a conſiderable addition of ter- 
« ritory, extending their dominion to the ſea on all 
5 ſides of the ifland, thereby ſhutting up all back- 
% doors againſt the enterprizes of their enemies. 
8* They got an acceſſion of above a million of uſeful 


66 ſubjects, 


46 
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« ſubjects, conſtituting a neverfailing nurſery of ſea- 
« men, ſoldiers, labourers, and mechanics; a moſt 
« valuable acquiſition to a trading country, expoſed 
« to foreign wars, and obliged to maintain a number 
« of ſettlements in all the four quarters of the globe. 
« In the courſe or ſeven years, during the laſt war, 
* Scotland furniſhed the Engliſh army and navy with 
« ſeventy thouland men, over and above thoſe who 
« migrated to their colonies, or mingled with them 
te at home in the civil departments of life. This was 
« a very conſiderable and ſeaſonable ſupply to a na- 
« tion, whoſe people had been for many years de- 
& creating in number, and whoſe lands and manu- 
« fattures were actually ſuffering for want of hands. 
« J need not remind you of the hackneyed maxim, 
« that, to a nation in ſuch circumſtances, a ſupply 
« of induſtrious people is a ſupply of wealth; nor 
« repeat an obſervation, which is now received as an 
« eternal truth, even among the Engliſh themſelves, 
te that the Scots who ſettle in South-Britain are re- 
% markably ſober, orderly, and induſtrious.” 

I allowed the truth of this remark, adding, that 
by their induſtry, œconomy, and circumſpection, many 
of them in England, as well as in her colonies, unaſ- 
ſed large fortunes, with which they returned to their 
own country, and this was ſo much loſt to South- 
Britain. — © Give me leave, fir, (ſaid he) to aſſure 
&« you, that in your fat you are miſtaken, and in 
« your deduction, erroneous. — Not one in two hun- 
dred that leave Scotland ever returns to ſettle in his 
own country ; and the few that do return, carry 
thither nothing that can poſſibly diminiſh the ſtock 
of South-Britain ; for none of their treaſure ſtag- 
nates in Scotland — There is a continual circu- 
lation, like that of the blood in the human body, 
and England is the heart, to which all the ſtreams 
which it diſtributes are refunded and returned: nay, 
« in conſequence of that luxury which our connexion 
© with England hath greatly encouraged, if not in- 


e treduced, all the produce of our lands, and all 


« the 
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«c 
4 


the profits of our trade, are engroſſed by the na. 
tives of South-Britain; for you will find that the 
exchange between the two kingdoms is always 
againſt Scotland; and that ſhe retains neither gold 
nor ſilver ſufficient for her own circulation — The 
Scots, not content with their own ͤmanufactures and 
produce, which would very well anſwer all neceſ- 
fary occaſions, ſeem to vie with each other in pur- 
chaſing ſuperfluities from England ; ſuch as broad- 
cloth, velvets, ſtuffs, filks, lace, furs, jewels, 
furniture of all ſorts, ſugar, rum, tea, chocolate, 
and coffee; in a word, not only every mode of the 
moſt extravagant luxury, but even many articles of 
of convenience, which they might find as good, 
and much cheaper in their own country. For all 
theſe particulars, I conceive, England may touch 
about one million ſterling a-year. — I don't pre- 
tend to make an exact calculation; perhaps, it may 
be ſomething leſs, and, perhaps, a great deal more, 
— The annual revenue arifing from all the private 
eſtates of Scotland cannot fall ſhort of a million 
ſterling ;z and, 1 ſhould imagine, their trade will 
amount to as much more. I know, the linen 
manufacture alone returns near half a million, ex- 
cluſive of the home-conſumption of that article, 
If, therefore, North-Britain pays a balance 
of a million annually to England, I inſiſt upon it, 
that country is more valuable to her in the way 
of commerce, than any colony in her poſſeſſion, 
over and above the other advantages which I have 
have ſpecified : therefore, they are no friends, either 
to England or to truth, who affect to depreciate 
the northern part of the united kingdom.“ 

I muſt own, I was at firſt a little nettled to find 


myſelf ſchooled in ſo many particulars. — Though 
I did not receive all his aſſertions as goſpel, I was 
not prepared to refute them ; and I cannot help now 
acquieſcing in his remarks ſo far as to think, that the 
contempt for Scotland, which prevails too much on 


this 
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this fide the Tweed, is founded on prejudice and error, 
After ſome recolle&ion, ** Well, captain, (ſaid I) 
« you have argued ſtoutly for the importance of your 
« own country : for my part, I have ſuch a regard 
« for our fellow- ſubjects of North-Britain, that I 
« ſhall be glad to ſee the day, when your peaſants 
« can afford to give all their oats to their cattle, hogs 
% and poultry, and indulge themſelves with good 
« wheaten loaves, inſtead of ſuch poor, unpalatable, 
« and inflammatory diet.“ Here again I brought 
myſelf into a premunire with the diſputaceous Cale- 
donian. He did, he hoped he ſhould never ſee the 
common people lifted out of that ſphere for which 
they were intended by nature and the courſe of things; 
that they might have ſome reaſon to complain of their 
bread, if it were mixed, like that of Norway, with 
ſaw-duſt and fiſn- bones; but that oatmeal was, he 
apprehended, as nouriſhing and ſalutary as wheat- 
flour, and the Scots in general thought it at leaſt as 
favoury. — He affirmed, that a mouſe, which, in the 
article of ſelf preſervation, might be ſuppoſed to act 
from infallible inſtint, would always prefer oats to 
wheat, as appeared from experience; for, in a place 
where there was a parcel of each, that animal had 
nerer begun to feed upon the latter till all the oats 
were conſumed : for their nutritive quality, he ap- 
pealed to the hale, robuſt conſtitutions of the peo- 
a who lived chiefly upon oat-meal ; and, inſtead of 

ing inflammatory, he aſſerted, that it was a cool- 
ing ſub-acid, balſamic and mucilaginous ; inſomuch, 
that in all inflammatory diſtempers, recourſe was 
* watergruel, and flummery made of oat- 
meal. 

« At leaſt, (ſaid I) give me leave to wiſh them 
e ſuch a degree of commerce as may enable them to 
follow their own inclinations.” «© Heaven for- 
* bid! (cried this philoſopher) Woe be to that na- 
&* tion, where the multitude is at liberty to follow 
* their own inclinations! Commerce is undoubtedly 
* a bleſſing, while reſtrained within its proper _ 

«© neisz 
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* nels ; but a glut of wealth brings along with it 4 
4 glut of evils: it brings falſe taſte, falſe appetite, 
** falſe wants, profuſion, venality, contempt of or. 
* der, engendering a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs, inſo- 
* lence, and faction, that keeps the community in 
* continual ferment, and in time deſtroys all the dif. 
* tinctions of civil ſociety ; ſo that univerſal anarchy 
% and uproar muſt enſue, Will any ſenſible man 
« affirm, that the national advantages of opulence are 
1 to be ſought on theſe terms? No, ſure; but I am 
* one of thoſe, who think, that, by proper regula- 
© tions, commerce may produce every national bene- 
« fit, without the allay of ſuch concomitant evils,” 

So much for the dogmata of my friend Liſmahago, 
whom I deſcribe the more circumſtantially, as I firmly 
believe he will ſet up his reſt in Monmouthſhire, 
Yeſterday, while I was alone with him, he aſked, 
in ſome confuſion, if I ſhould have any objection to 
the ſucceſs of a gentleman and a ſoldier, provided he 
ſhould be ſo fortunate as to engage my ſiſter's affec- 
tion. I anſwered without heſitation, that my filter 
was old enough to judge for herſelf; and that I ſhould 
he very far from diſapproving any reſolution ſhe might 
take in his favour, Nis eyes ſparkled at this de- 
claration. He declared, he ſhould think himſelf the 
happieſt man on earth to be connected with my fa— 
mily ; and that he ſhould never be weary of giving 
me proofs of his gratitude and attachment. I ſup- 
poſe Tabby and he are already agreed; in which caſe, 
we thall have a wedding at Brambleton-hall, and you 
ſhall give away the bride. — It is the leaſt thing you 
can do, by way of atonement for your former cruelty 
to that poor love-ſick maiden, who has been ſo long 2 
thorn in the ſide of 


Yours, 


Sept, 20. MATT, BRAMBLE. 
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We have been at Buxton ; but, as I did not much 
reliſh either the company or the accommodations, 
and had no occaſion for the water, we ſtayed but twa 
nights in the place, 


MN NXNNMN. NN NMI 
To Sir WATXIN PHILLIPS, Bart. at Oxon, 


DEAR WAT, 


ADVENTURES begin to thicken as we advance to 
the ſouthward. — Liſmahago has now profeſſed him- 


ſelf the admirer of our aunt, and carries on his ad- 


drefles under the ſanction of her brother's approbation z 
ſo that we ſhall certainly have a wedding by Chriſtmas. 
I ſhould be glad you was preſent at the nuptials, to 
help me to throw the ſtocking, and perform other 
ceremonies peculiar to that occaſion I am ſure it 
will be productive of ſome diverſion ; and, truly, it 
would be worth your while to come acroſs the country 
on purpoſe to ſee two ſuch original figures in bed to- 
gether, with their laced night-caps; he, the emblem 
of good cheer, and ſhe, the picture of good- nature. 
All this agreeable proſpect was clouded, and had well 
nigh vaniſhed entirely, in conſequence of a lats miſ- 
underſtanding between the future brothers-in-law, 
which, however, is now happily removed. 

A few days ago, my uncle and I, going to viſit a 
relation, met with lord Oxmington at his houſe, who 
aſked us 10 dine with him next day, and we accepted 
the invitation. Accordingly, leaving our women. 
under the care of captain Liſmahago, at the inn where 
we had lodged the preceding night, in a little town, 
about a mile from his lordſhip's dwelling, we went 
at the hour appointed, and had a faſhionable meal 
ſerved up with much oſtentation to a company of 
above à dozen perſons, none of whom we had ever 
ſeen before. His lordſhip is much more remarka- 
dle for his pride and _—_ than for his * | 
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and underſtanding ; and, indeed, it appeared, that he 
conſidered his gueſts merely as objects to ſhme upon, 
ſo as to reflect the luſtre of his own magnificence.— 
There was much ſtate, but no courteſy ; and a great 
deal of compliment without any converſation. — Be- 
Fore the deſert was removed, our noble entertainer pro- 
poſed three general toaſts; then calling for a glaſs of 
wine, and bowing all round, wiſhed us a So after- 
noon. This was the ſignal for the company to break 
up, and they obeyed it immediately, all except our 
*ſ(quire, who was greatly ſhocked at the manner of 
this diſmifſion — He changed conntenance, bit his lips 
in ſilence, but ſtill kept his ſeat, fo that his lordſhip 
found himſelf obliged to give us another hint, by 
faying, he ſhould be glad to fee us another time, 
«© There is no time like the time preſent (cried Mr, 
« Bramhle); your lordſhip has not yet drank a dam- 
« per to the beſt in Chriflendom.” & T'll drink no 
% more bumpers to-day (anſwered our landlord) ; and 
« I am ſorry to ſee you have drank too many. — 
«© Order the gentleman's carriage to the gate. 80 
ſaying, he roſe and retired abruptly ; our ſquire ſtart- 
ing vp at the ſame time, laying his hand upon his 
ſword, and eying him with a moſt ferocious aſpett, 
The maſter having vanifhed in this manner, our uncle 
bad one of the ſervants to ſee what was to pay; and 
the fellow anſwering, „ This is no inn,” I cry 
«© you mercy, (cried the other) I perceive it is not; 
« if jt were, the landlord would be more civil. 
— — "There's a guinea, however; take it, and 
© tell your lord, that I ſhall not leave the country til} 
% J have had an opportunity to thank him in per ſon 
« for his politeneſs and hoſpitality.“ 

We then walked down ſtairs through a double 
range of lacqueys, and getting into the chaiſe, pro: 
ceeded homewards. Perceiving the *ſquire much rut- 
fled, I ventured to diſapprove of his reſentment, ob- 
ſerving, that as lord Oxmington was well known to 
have his brain very ill timbered, a ſenſible man _ 
| | rather 
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rather laugh, than be angry at his ridiculous want of 
breeding.—Mr. Bramble took umbrage at my preſum- 
ing to be wiſer than he upon this occaſion 3 and told 
me, that as he had always thought for himſelf in every 
occurrence in life, he would (till uſe the ſame pri- 
vilege, with my good leave. 

When we returned to our inn, he cloſeted Liſma- 
hago; and having explained his grievance, deſired that 
gentleman to go and demand ſatisfaction of lord Ox- 
mington in his name. — The lieutenant charged him - 
ſelf with this commiſſion, and immediately ſet out a 
horſeback for his lordſhip's houſe, attended, at his 
own requeſt, by my man Archy Macalpine, who had 
been uſed to military ſervice; and truly, if Macalpine 
had been mounted upon an aſs, this couple might 
have paſſed for the knight of La Mancha and his 
'(uire Panza. It was not till after ſome demur that 
Lilmahago obtained a private audience, at which he 
formally defied his lordſhip to fingle corabat, in the 
name of Mr, Bramble, and deſired him to appoint 
the time and place. Lord Oxmington was ſo con- 
founded at this unexpected meſſage, that he could 
not, for ſome time, make any articulate reply; but 
ſood ſtaring at the lieutenant with manifeſt marks of 
perturbation. At length, ringing a bell with great 
vehemence, he exclaimed, © What! a commoner 
* ſend a challenge to a peer of the realm! — Privilege! 
« privilege! Here's a perſon brings me a challenge 
* from the Welchman that dined ;jat my table — An 
« ;mpudent fellow! — My wine is not yet out of his 
. nend.“ 

The whole houſe was immediately in commotion. 
— Macalpine made a foldierly retreat with the two 
horſes 3 but the captain was ſuddenly ſurrounded and 
diſarmed by the footmen, whom a French valet de 
chambre headed in this exploit; his ſword was pailed 


„ through a cloſe-ſtool, and his perſon through the 
0 horſer pond. In this plight he returned to the inn, 
0 half mad with his diſgrace. — So violent was the rage 
r of his indignation, that he miſtook its object — He 
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wanted to quarrel with Mr. Bramble ; he ſaid, he had 
been diſnonoured on his account, and he looked for 
reparation at his hands. My uncle's back was up 
in a moment; and he deſired him to explain his pre. 
tenſions Either compel lord Oxmington to give 
«6 me ſatisfaction, (cried he) or give it me in your 
<« own perion.” The latter part of the alterna- 
& tive is the moſt eaſy and expeditious (replied the 
e *ſquire, ſtarting up): if you are diſpoſed for a walk, 
9 rl attend you this moment.” 

Here they were interrupted by Mrs. Tabby, who 
had overheard all that paſſed. —— She now burſt into 
the room, and running betwixt them, in great agita- 
tion, “ Is this your regard for me, (laid ſhe to the 
« ljeutenant) to ſeek the life df my brother?“ Liſ. 

mahago, who ſeemed to grow cool as my uncle grew 
bot, aſſured her he had a very great reſpect for Mr. 
Bramble, but he had till more for his own honour, 
which had ſuffered pollution; but if that could be once 
purified, he ſrould have no further cauſe of diffatisfaQi- 
on.—The ſquire ſaid, he ſhould have thought it incum- 
bent upon him to vindicate the lieutenant's honour ; but 
as he had now carved for himſelf, he might ſwallow and 
digeſt it as well as he could — In a word, what betwixt 
the mediation of Mrs. Tabitha, the recollection of 
the captain, who perceived he had gone too far, and 
the remonſtrances of your humble ſervant, who joined 
them at this juncture, thoſe two originals were per- 
fectly reconciled ; and then we proceeded to deliberate 
upen the means of taking vengeance for the inſults 
they had received from the petulent peer; for, until 
that aim ſhould be accompliſhed, Mr. Bramble ſwore, 
with great emphaſis, that he would not leave the inn 
where we now lodged, even if he ſhould paſs his 
Chriſtmas on the ſpot, 

In conſequence of our deliberation, we next day, 
in the forenoon, proceeded in a body to his lordſhip's 
houſe, all of us, with our ſervants, including the 
coachman, mounted a horſeback, with our piſtols 
loaded and ready primed. — Thus prepared for action, 
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we paraded ſolemnly and lowly before his lordſhip's 
gate, which we paſſed three times in ſich a manner, 
that he could not but ſce us, and ſuſpect the cauſe 
of our appearance. After dinner we returned, 
and performed the fame cavalcad-, which was again 
repeated the morning following, but we had no oc- 
caſion to perkilt in theſe manœuvies. About noon, 
we were viſited by the genileman, at whoſe houſe we 
had firſt ſeen lord Oxminzton. He now came 
to make apologies in the name of his lordſhip, who 
declared Ne had no intention to give offence to my un- 
cle, in practiſing what had been always the euſtom 
of his houſe; and that as for the ind'gnities which 
had been put upon the officer, tiizy were offered with- 
out his lordſhip's knowledge, at the inſtigation of 
his valet de chambre.-—— If that be the caſe, (aid 
„% my uncle, in a peremptory tone) I thall be con- 
« tended with lord Oxmington's perſonal excules ;- 


and I hope my friend will be ſatisfied with his lord- 


« ſhip's turning that inſolent raſcal out of his ſer- 
« vice.“ — © Sir, (cried Liſmahago) I muſt inſiſt 
„upon taking perſonal vengeance for the perfdnal 
« injuries I have ſuſtained.” 

After ſome debate, the affair was adjuſted in this 
manner. — His lordſhip, meeting us at our friend's 
houſe, declared he was ſorry for what had happen - 
ed; and that he had no intention to give umbrage. 
— The valet de chambre aſked pardon of the lieu- 
tenant upon his knees, when Liſmahago, to the aſto- 
niſnment of all preſent, gave him a violent kick on 
the face, which laid him on his back, exclaiming in 
a furious tone, Oui je te pardonne, gens foutre."" 

Such was the fortunate iſſue of this perilous ad- 
venture, which threatened abundance of vexation to 
our family; for the 'ſquire is one of thoſe who will 
facrifice both life and fortune, rather than leave what 
they conceive to be leaſt ſpeak or blemiſh upon their 
honqur and reputation. His lordſhip had no fooner 
pronoynced his apology, with a very bad grace, 
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than he went away in ſome diſorder, and, I dare 
ay, he will never invite another Welchman to his 
table. 

We forthwith quitted the field of this atchieve. 
ment, in order to proſecute our journey; but we 
follow no determinate courſe — We make ſmall de- 
viations, to fee the remarkable towns, villas, and 
curioſities on each fide of our route; ſo that we ad- 
vance by flow ſteps towards the borders of Mon- 
mouthſhire : but in the midſt of theſe irregular mo- 
tions, there is no abberration nor eccentricity in that 
aftection with which I am, dear Wat, 


Yours always, 
Sept. 28. J. MELForn, 
To Dr. LEw1s, 
DEAR DICK, 


AT what time of life may a man think himſelt 
exempted from the neceſſity of ſacrificing his repoſe 
to the punctilios of a contemptible world? I have been 
engaged in a ridiculous adventure, which I fhall re- 
count at meeting; and this, I hope, will not he 
much longer delayed, as we have now performed 
almoſt all our viſits, and ſeen every thing that I think 
has any right to retard us in our journey homewards 
— A few days ago, underſtanding by accident, that 
my old friend Baynard was in the country, I would 
not paſs ſo near his habitation without paying him a 
viſit, though our correſpondence had been interrupted 
for a long courſe of years. 

I felt myſelf very ſenſibly affected by the ideas of 
our paſt intimacy, as we approached the place where 
we had ſpent ſo many happy days together ; but when 
we arrived at the houſe, I could not recognize any wo 
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of thoſe objects, which had been ſo deeply impreſſed 
upon my remembrance — The tall oaks that ſhaded 
the avenue, had been cut down, and the iron gates 
at the end of it removed, together with the high wall 
that ſurrounded the court yard. The houſe itſelf, 
which was formerly a convent of Ciſtercian monks, 
had a venerable appearance; and along the front that 
looked into the garden, was a ſtone gallery, which 
afforded me many an agreeable walk, when I was diſ- 
poſed to be contemplative — Now the old front is 
is covered with a ſcreen of modern architecture; fo 
that all without is Greeian, and all within Gothic — 
As for the garden, which was well ſtocked with the 
beſt fruit which. England could produce, there is not 
now the leaſt veſtige remaining of trees, walls, or 
ledges Nothing appears hut a naked circus of 
looſe ſand, with a dry baſon and a leaden Triton in 
the middle. 

You muſt know, that Baynard, at his father's 
death, had a clear eftate of fifteen hundred pounds a- 
year, and was in other reſpects extremely well qua- 
fied to make a reſpectable figure in. the common- 
wealth; but, what with tome exceſſes of youth, and 


the expence of a conteſted election, he in a few years 


found himſelf encuinbered with a debt of ten thou- 
ſand pounds, which he reſolved to diſcharge by 
means of a prudent marriage He accordingly 
married a miſs Thompſon, whoſe fortune amounted 
to double the ſum that he owed — She was the daugh- 
ter of a citizen, who had failed in trade ; but her 
fortune came by an uncle, who died in the Eaſt-Indies 
— Her own parents being dead, ſhe lived with a 
maiden aunt, who had ſuperintended her education; 
and, in all appearance, was well enough qualified for 
the uſual purpoſes of the married ſtate — Her virtues, 
however, ftood rather upon a negative, than a poſitive 
foundation She was neither proud, inſolent, 


nor capricious, nor given to ſcandal, nor ad- 
dicted to gaming, nor inclined to gallantry _ 
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She could read, and write, and dance, and ſing, F 
and play upon the harpſichord, and ſmatter French, 
and take a hand at whiſt and ombre; but even theſe 
accompliſhments ſhe poſſeſſed by halves ——— She 
excelled in nothing. r converſation was flat, her 
tile mean, and her expreſſion embarraſſed — In a 
word her character was totally inſipid. Her perſon 
was not diſagreeahle; but there was nothing grace- 
ful in her addreſs, nor engaging in her manners; and 
ſhe was ſo ill qualified to do the honours of the houſe, 
that when ſhe lat at the head of the table, one was al- 
ways looking for the miſtreſs of the family in ſome 
other place. 

Baynard had flattered himſelf that it would he no 
difficult matter to mould ſuch a ſubje& after his own 
faſhion, and that ſhe would chearfully enter into his 
views, which were wholly turned to domeitic happi- 
neſs. He propoled to reſide always in the country, 
of which he was fond to a degree of enthuliaſin, to 
cultivate his eſtate, which was very improvable; to 
enjoy the exerciſe of rural diverſions z to maintain an 
intimacy of correſpondence with ſome friends that 
were ſettled in his neighbourhood ; to keep a com- 
fortable houſe, without ſuffering his expence to ex- 
ceed the limits of his income: aud to find pleaſure and 
employment for his wife in the management and a 70- 
cations of her own family. This, however, was 
a viſionary ſcheme, which he never was able to rea- 
lize, His wife was as ignorant as a new-born babe 
of every thing that related to the conduct of a fa- 
mily ; and ſhe had no idea of a country life — Her 
underſtanding did not reach fo far as to comprehend 
the firſt principles of diſcretion ; and, indeed, if her 
capacity had been better than it was, her natural indo- 
lence would not have permitted her to abandon a 
certain routine, to which ſhe had been habituated. 
She had not taſte enough to reliſh any rational en- 
joyment; but her ruling paſſion was vanity, not that 
ſpecies which ariſes from ſelf-conceit of {uperior ac- 
compliſhments, but that which is of a battard one 
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idiot nature, excited by ſhew and oſtentation, which 
implies not even the leaſt conſciouſneſs of any per- 
ſonal merit. | 

The nuptial peal of noiſe and nonſenſe being rung 
out in all the uſual changes, Mr. Baynard thought 
it high time to make her acquainted with the par- 
ticulars of the plan which he had projected He 
told her that his fortune, though alleen: to afford all 
the comforts of life, was not ample enough to com- 
mand all the ſuperfluities of pomp and pageantry, 
which, indeed, were equally abſurd and intolerable 
— He therefore hoped ſhe would have no objection to 
their leaving London in the ſpring, when he would 
take the opportunity to diſmiſs ſome unneceſſary do- 
meſtics, whom he had hired for the occaſion of their 
marriage She heard him in ſilence, and after ſome 
pauſe, „ So (ſaid ſhe) I am to be buried in the 
« country!“ He was ſo confounded at this reply, that 
he could not ſpeak for ſome minutes ; at E he 
told her he was much mortiſied to find he had propo- 
ſed any thing that was diſagreeable to her ideas — 
«I am ſure (added he) I meant nothing more than 
« to lay down a comfortable plan of living within 
« the bounds of our fortune, which is but moderate. 
« Sir, (ſaid ſhe) you are the beſt judge of your own 
« affairs My fortune, I know, does not exceed 
« twenty thouſand pounds — Yet, even with that 
« pittance, I might have had a huſband who would 
% not have begrudged me a houſe in London — 
* Good God! my dear, (cryed poor Baynard, in the 
« utmoſt agitation) you don't think me fo fordid — 
« I only hinted what I thought But, 1 don't 
« peed to impoſe” — © Yes, fir, (reſumed the 
* lady) it is your prerogative to command, and my 
duty to obey — 

So ſaying, ſhe burſt into tears and retired to her 
chamber, where ſhe was joined by her aunt He 
endeavoured to recolle& himſelf, and act with vigour 
of mind on this occaſion; but was betrayed by the 
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tenderneſs of his nature, which was the greateſt de. 
fect of his conſtitution. He found the aunt in tears, 
and the niece 1n a fit, which held her the beſt part of 
eight hours, at the expiration of which, ſhe began to 
talk incoherently about death and her dear huſband, 
who had ſat by her all this time, and now preſſed 
her hand to his lips, in a tranſport of grief and pe- 
nitence for the offence he had given — From thence 
forward, he carefully avoided mentioning the country ; 
and they continued to be ſucked deeper and deeper in- 
to the vortex of extravagance and diſhpation, leading 
what is called a faſhi>nable life in town — About 
the latter end of July, however, Mrs. Baynard, in 
order to exhibit a proof of conjugal obedience 
deſired of her own accord, that they might pay a 
viſit to his country houſe, as there was no company 
left in London. He would have excuſed himſelf from 
this excurſion, which was no part of the ceconomical 
plan he had propoſed ; but ſhe inſiſted upon making 
this ſacrifice to his taſte and prejudices, and away they 
went with ſuch an equipage as aſtoniſhed the whole 
country — All that remained of the ſeaſon was en- 
groiled by receiving and returning viſits in the neigh- 
bourhood ; and, in this intercourſe, it was dil- 
covered that fir John Chickwell had a houſe-fteward 
and one footman in livery more than the complement 
of Mr. Baynard's houſehold. This remark was 
made by the aunt at able, and aſlented to by thc 
huiband, who obſerved that fir John Chickwell might 
very well afford to keep more ſervants than were 
found in the family of a man who had not half his 
fortune. Mrs. Baynard eat no ſupper that evening; 
but was ſeized with a violent fit, which completed 
her triumph over the ſpirit of her conſort. The two 
ſupernumerary ſervants were added — The family plate 
was ſold for old filver, and a new ſervice procured ; 
falhionable furniture was provided, and the whole 

houſe turned toply turvey. 
At their return to London, in the beginning of 
winter, he, with a heavy heart, communicated these 
particulars 
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articulars to me in confidence, Before his marriage, 
e had introduced me to the lady as his particular 
friend; and now I offered in that character, to lay be- 
fore her the neceſſity of reforming her ceconomy, if 
ſhe had any regard to the intereſt of her own family, 
or complaiſance for the inclinations of her huſband. — 
But Baynard declined my offer, on the ſuppoſition that 
his wife's nerves were too delicate to bear expoſtulati- 
on; and that it would only ſerve to overwhelm her 
with ſuch diſtreſs as would make himſelf miſerable. 
Baynard is a man of Spirit, and had ſhe proved a 
termagant, he would have known how to del with 
her; but, either by accident or inſtinct, ſhe faſtened 
upon the weak fide of his ſoul, and held it fo faſt, that 
be has been in ſubjection ever fince—I afterwards ad- 
viſed him to carry her abroad to. France or Italy, 
where he might gratify her vanity for half the expence 
it coſt him in England; and this advice he followed 
accordingly—She was 2 flattered with the idea 
of ſeeing and knowing foreign parts, and foreign faſh- 
ons ; of being preſented to ſovereigns, and living fami- 
liarly with princes. She forthwith ſeized the hint which 
I had thrown out on purpoſe, and even preſſed Mr, 
Baynard to haſten his departure; ſo that in a few 
weeks they croſſed the ſea to France, with a moderate 
train, ſtill including the aunt; who was her boſom 
counſellor, and abetted her in all her oppoſition to her 
huſband's will Since that period, I have had little or 
no opportunity to renew our former correſpondence— 
All that I knew of his tranſactions, amounted to no 
more than that after an abſence of two years, they re- 
turned ſo little improved in ceconomy, that they 
launched out in new oceans of extravagance, Which, 
at length, obliged him to mortgage his eſtate—Þy this 
time ſhe had bore him three children, of which the laſt 
only ſurvives, a puny boy of twelve or thirteen, who 
will be ruined in his education by the indulgence of his 
mother. 
As for Baynard, neither his own good ſenſe, nor 
the dread of indigence, nor the conſideration of his 
children, 
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children, has been of force ſufficient to ſtimulate him 
into the reſolution of breaking at once the ſhameful 
ſpell by which he ſeems enchanted With a taſte ca. 
pable of the moſt refined enjoyment, a heart glowing 
with all the warmth of friendſhip and humanity, and 
a diſpoſition ſtrongly turned to the more rational plea. 
ſures of a retired and country life, he is hurried about 
in a perpetual tumult, amidſt a mob of beings pleaſed 
with rattles, baubles, and gew-gaws, ſo void of ſenſe 
and diſtinftion, that even the moſt acute philoſophy 
would find it a very hard taſk to diſcover for what 
wiſe purpoſe of providence they were created—Friend. 
ſhip is not to be found ; nor can the amuſements for 
which he ſighs be enjoyed within the rotation of ab- 
ſurdity, to which he is doomed for life. He has Jong 
reſigned all views of improving his fortune by ma- 
nagement and attention to the exerciſe of huſbandry, 
in which he delighted; and as to domeſtic happinels, 
not the leaſt glimpſe of hope remains to amuſe his 
imagination. Thus blaſted in all his proſpects, he 
could not fail to be overwhelmed with melancholy and 
chagrin, which have preyed upon his health and ſpi- 
rits in ſuch a manner, that he is now threatened with 
a conſumption. 

I have given you a ſketch of the man, whom the 
other day I went to vilit At the gate we found a 
great number of powdered lacqueys, but no civility— 
After we had fat a conſiderable time in the coach, we 
were told, that Mr. Baynard had rode ont, and that 
his lady was drefling ; but we were introduced to a 
parlour, ſo 2 fine and delicate, that in all appear- 
ance it was deſigned to be feen only, not inhabited, 
The chairs and couches were carved, gilt, and cover- 
ed with rich damaſk, ſo ſmooth and ſleek, that they 
looked as if they had never been fat upon. There was 
no carpet on the floor; but the boards were rubbed 
and waxed in ſuch a manner, that we could not walk, 
but were obliged to ſlide along them; and as for the 
ſtove, it was too bright and poliſhed to be polluted 
with ſea-coal, or ſtained by the ſmoke of any groſs 
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material fire—When we had remained above half an 
hour ſacrificing to the inhoſpitable powers in this ten- 
tle of cold reception, my friend Baynard arrived, and 
underſtanding we were in the houſe, made his appear- 
ance, ſo meagre, yellow, and dejected that I really 
ould not have known him, had I met with him in 
any other place— Running up to me, with great ea- 
gerneſs, he ſtrained me in his embrace, and his heart 
was ſo full, that for ſome minutes he could not ſpeak 
—Having ſaluted us all round, he perceived our un- 
comfortable ſituation, and conducting us into another 
apartment which had fire in the chimney, called for 
chocolate Then, withdrawing, he returned with a 
compliment from his wife, and, in the mean time, 
preſented his ſon Harry, a ſhambling, blear-eyed boy, 
in the habit of a huſſar: very rude, forward, and im- 
prtinent—His father would have ſent him to a board- 
ing-chool, but his mamma and aunt would not hear 
of his lying out of the houſe; ſo that there was a 
dergyman engaged as his tutor in the family. 

As it was but juſt turned of twelve, and the whole 
kouſe was in commotion to prepare a formal entertain- 
ment, I foreſaw it would be late before we dined, and 
;ropoſed a walk to Mr. Baynard, that we might con- 
verte together freely. In the courſe of this perambu= . 
lation, when I expreſſed ſome ſurpriſe that he had re- 
tirned ſo ſoon from Italy, he gave me to underſtand, 
that his going abroad had not at all anſwered the pur- 
pole for which he left England; that although the ex- 
pence of living was not ſo great in Italy as at home, 
iclpett being had to the ſame rank of life in both coun- 
ties, it had been found neceſſary for him to lift him- 
lf above his nſual file, that he might be on ſome 
looting with the counts, marquiſes, and cavalieres, 
with whom he kept company He was obliged to hire 
a great number of ſervants, to take off a great variety 
of rich cloaths, and to keep a ſumptuous table for the 
falhionable ſcorocconi of the country; who, without a 
confideration of this kind, would not have paid any 
attention to an untitled foreigner, let his family or for- 
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tune be ever fo reſpectable— Beſides, Mrs. Baynard 
was continually ſurrounded by a train of expenſiye 
loungers, under the denominations of language-maſ. 
ters, muſicians, painters, and ciceroni; and had ac. 
tually fallen into the diſeaſe of buying pictures and an. 
tiques upon her own judgment, which was far from 
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being infallible——At length ſhe met with an affion;, 
which gave her a diſguſt to Italy, and drove her back 
to England with ſome precipitation. By means of 
frequenting the dutcheſs of B s converſazione, 
while her grace was at Rome, Mrs. Baynard became 
acquainted with all the faſhionable people of that city, 
and was admitted to their aſſemblies without ſcruple— 
Thvs favoured, ſhe conceived too great an idea of her 
own importance, and when the dutcheſs left Rome, te- 
folved to have a converſazione that ſhould leave the 
Romans no room to regret her grace's departure, She 
23 hands for a muſical entertainment, and {ent 

ighetti of invitation to every perſon of diſtinction; 
but not one Roman. of the female ſex appeared at her 
aſſembly—She was that night ſeized with a violent fi, 
and kept her bed three days, at the expiration of which 
ſhe declared that the air of Italy would be the ruin of 


her conftitution. In order to prevent this cataſtrophe, | 


ſhe was ſpeedily removed to Geneva, from whence they 
returned to England by the way of Lyons and Pari. 
By the time they arrived at Calais, ſhe had purchaſed 
ſuch a quantity of ſilks, ſtuffs, and laces, that it was 
neeeſſary to hire a veſſel to ſmuggle them over, and 
this veſſel was taken by a cuſtom-houſe cutter; ſo that 
they loſt the whole cargo, which had coſt them abo 
eight hundred pounds. | 

It now appeared, that her travels had produced no 
effe&t upon her, but that of making her more expen- 
five and fantaſtic than ever: She affected to lead the 
faſhion, not only in point of female dreſs, but in every 
article of taſte and connoiſſeurſhip. She made a drav- 
ing of the new facade to the houſe in the country; {is 
pulled up the trees, and pulled down the walls of the 
garden, ſo az to let in the eaſterly wind, which N. 
. | Bayunad? 
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| Baynard's anceſtors had been at great pains to exclude, 
2 To ſhew her taſte in laying out ground, ſhe ſeized in- 
to her own hand a farm of two hundred acres, about 
a mile from the houſe, which ſhe parcelled out into 
walks and ſhrubberies, having a great baſon in the 
nW middle, into which ſhe poured a whole ſtream that 
: W turned two mills, and afforded the beſt trout in the 
kW country. The bottom of the baſon, however, was fo - 
f ill ſecured, that it would not hold the water which 
e WW ſtrained through the earth, and made a bog” of the 
ie WW whole plantation: in a word, the ground, which for- 
„ merly paid him one hundred and fifty pounds a year, 
—W now coſt him two hundred pounds a year to keep it in 
et tolerable order, over and above the firſt expence of 
e- trees, ſhrubs, flowers, turf, and gravel. There was 
he WW not an inch of garden ground left about the houſe, 
de nor a tree that produced fruit of any kind; nor did 
he raiſe a truſs. of hay, or a buſhel of oats for his 
horſes, nor had he a ſingle cow to afford him milk for 
his tea; far leſs did he ever dream of feeding his own 
mutton, pigs, and poultry: every article of houſe— 
keeping, even the moſt inconliderable, was bronght 
from the next market town, at the diſtance of five 
miles, and thither they ſent a courier every morning to 
etch hot rolls for breakfaſt. In ſhort, Baynard fairly 
owned that he ſpent double his income, and that in 2 
few years he ſhould be obliged to fell his eſtate for the 
payment of his creditors. He ſaid his wife had ſuch 
delicate nerves, and ſuch imbecility of ſpirit, that ſhe 
could neither bear remonſtrance, be it ever fo gentle, 
nor practiſe any ſcheme of retrenchment, even if ſhe 
perceived the neceſſity of ſuch a meaſure. He had 
| 108 therefore ceaſed ſtruggling againſt the ſtream, and en- 
deavoured to reconcile himſelf to ruin, by reflecting 
1 tel mat his child, at leaſt; would inherit his mother's for- 
very tune, which was ſecured to him by the contract of 
ra marriage, ö 
ne The detail which he gave me of his affairs, filled 
we at once with grief and indignation. I inveighed 
Me. bitterly againſt the indiſcretion of his wife, and re- 
ard 8 I 2 proached 
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proached him with his unmanly acquieſcence under the 
abſurd tyranny which ſhe exerted. I exhorted him to 


recollect his reſolution, and make one effectual effort : 
to diſengage himſelf from a thraldom, equally ſhame. W .; 

ful and pernicious. I offered him all the aſſiſtance in . 
my power. I undertook to regulate his affairs, and WM , 
even to bring about a reformation in his family, if he 


would only authoriſe me to execute the plan I ſhould | 
form for his advantage. I was fo affected by the ſub- f 
jest, that I could not help mingling tears with my re- 7; 
monſtrances, and Baynard was ſo penetrated with theſe 
marks of my affection, that he loſt all power of ut- 
terance, He preſſed me to his breaſt with great emoti- W +: 
on, and wept in ſilence. At length he exclaimed, 
« Friendſhip is undoubtedly the meſt precious balm f. 
« of life! Your words, dear Bramble, have in a 


« great meaſure recalled me from an abyſs of deſpon- 1 
« dence, in which I have been long overwhelmed 7 
« I will, upon honour, make you acquainted with z I 


« diſtinct ſtate of my affairs, and, as far as I am able WF þ 
% to go, will follow the courſe you preſcribe. But WF f. 
© there are certain lengths which iy nature——Th: WF „ 
6 truth is, there are tender connexions, of Which 2 Wl ,, 
© bacheler has no idea—Shall I own my weakne's? I 0 
« cannot bear the thoughts of making that woma +; 
% uncaſy—” © And yet, (cried I) ſhe has ſeen you WF m 
% unhappy for a ſeries of years—unhappy from he 20 
«© miſconduct, without ever ſhewing the leaſt inclinati- WF ,; 

4 on to alleviate your diſtreſs—”* “ Nevertheleſs (fail 
« he) I am perſuaded ſhe loves me with the moſt warm Wi ,, 
ce affection; but theſe are incongruities in the compo WF of 
« ſition of the human mind which I hold to be inex-WF U. 
& plicable.” | 
I was ſhocked at his infatuation, and changed the 
ſubje&, after we had agreed to maintain a cloſe cot: 
reſpondence for the future——He then gave me to un- 
derftand, that he had two neighbours, who, like him— 
ſelf, were driven by their wives at full ſpeed, in the 
high road to bankruptcy and ruin. All the three hut 
bands were of diſpoſitions very different from 2 
8 Oles, 
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ether, and, according to this variation, their conſorts 
were admirably ſuited to the purpole of keeping them 
all three in ſubjection. The views of the ladies were 
exactly the ſame. They vied in grandeur, that is, in 
oſtentation, with the wife of Sir Charles Chickwell, 
who had four times their fortune; and ſhe again 
piqued herſelf vpon making an equal figure with a 
neighbouring peereſs, whole revenue trebled her own. 
Here then was the fable of the frog and the ox, realiz- 
ed in four different inſtances within the ſame county: 
one large fortune, and three moderate eſtates, in a 
fair way of being burſt by the inflammation of female 
vanity; and in three of theſe inſtances, three different 
forms of female tyranny were exerciſed, Mr. Baynard 
was ſubjugated by practiüng upon the tenderneſs of 
his nature. Mr. Milkſan, being of a timorous diſpo- 
ſition, truckled to the inſolence of a termagant, Mr. 
Sowerby, who was of a temper neither to be moved 
by fits, nor driven by menaces, had the fortune to be 
fitted with a helpmate, who aſſailed him with the 
weapons of irony and ſatire; ſometimes ſneering in the 
way of compliment; ſometimes throwing out ſarcaſtic 
compariſons, implying reproaches upon his want of 


| talte, ſpirit, and generolity: by which means ſhe ſti- 


mulated his paſſions from one act of extravagance to 
another, juſt as the circumſtances of her vanity requir- 
ed. 

All theſe three ladies have at this time the ſame 
number of horſes, carriages, and ſervants in and out 
of livery ; the ſame variety of dreſs; the fame quan- 
tity of plate and china, the like ornaments in furni- 
ture; and in their entertainments they endeavour to 
exceed one another in the variety, delicacy, and ex- 
pence of their diſhes. I believe it will be found upon 
enquiry, that nineteen out of twenty, who are ruined 
by extravagance, fall a ſacrifice to the ridiculous pride 
and vanity of filly women, whoſe parts are held in 
contempt by the very men whom they pillage and en- 
ſlave, Thank heaven, Dick, that among all the fol- 
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lies, and weakneſſes of human nature, I have not yet 
fallen into that of matrimony, 

After Baynard and I had diſcuſſed all theſe matters 
at leiſure, we returned towards the houſe, and met 
Jerry with our two women, who had come forth to 
take the air, as the lady of the manſion had not yet 
made her appearance. In ſhort, Mrs. Baynard did 
not produce herſelf, till about a quarter of an hour be- 
fore dinner was upon the table. Then her huſband 
brought her into the parlour, accompanied by her 
aunt and fon, and ſhe received us with a coldneſs of 
_ reſerve ſufficient to freeze the very ſoul of hoſpitality, 

Thongh ſhe knew I had been the intimate friend of 
her huſband, and had often ſcen me with him in Lon- 
don, ſhe ſhewed no marks of recognition or regard, 
when I addrefſed myſelf to her in the moſt friendly 
terms of ſalutation. She did not even expreſs the 
common complement of, I am glad to ſee you; or, I 
hope you haue enjoyed your health ſince wwe bad th: 
pleaſure of ſeeing you 3 or ſome ſuch words of courſe; 
nor did ſhe once open her mouth in the way of wel- 
come to my ſiſter and my niece : but ſat in filence like 
a ſtatue, with an aſpect of inſenſibility. . Her aunt 
the model upon which ſhe had been formed, was in- 
deed the very eſſence of inſipid formality : but the boy 
was very pert and 1mpudent, and prated without ceal- 
ing. 

1 dinner, the lady maintained the ſame ungrazious 
indiffecence, never ſpeaking but in whitpers to her 
aunt ; and as to the repaſt, it was made up of a parcel 
of kickſhaws, contrived by a French cook, without 
one ſubſtantial article adapted to the ſatisfaStion of an 
Engliſh appetite. The pottage was little better than 
bread ſoaked in diſhwaſhings, lukewarm. The ra- 
gouts looked as if they had been once eaten and half 
digelted: the fricaſſes were involved in a naſty yellow 


poultice; and the rotis were ſcorched and ſtinking, for 


the honour of the fumet. The deſert conſiſted of 


faded fruit and iced froth, a good emblem of out 
landlady's character; the table beer was ſour, the wa- 
tet 
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ter foul, and the wine vapid; but there was a parade 
of plate and china, and a powdered lacquey ſtood be- 
hind behind every chair, except thole of the maſter 
ana miſtreſs of the houſe, who were ſerved by two va- 
lets dreſſed like gentlemen. We dined in a large old 
Gothic parlour, wuich was formerly the hall. It was 
now paved with marble, and eg IRE the fire, 
which had been kindled about an hour, ſtruck me 
with ſuch a chill ſeniation, that when I entered it the 
teeth chattered in my jaws—In ſhort, every thing was 
cold, comfortleſs, and diigulting, except the looks of 
my friend Baynard. which declared tne warmth of his 
aff ction and humanity. 

After dinner we withdrew into another apartment, 
where the boy began to be impertinently troubleſame 
to my niece Liddy. He wanted a play-fellow, for- 
ſooth; and would have romped with her, had ſhe en- 
couraged his advances —He was even fo impudent as 
to ſnatch a kus, at which ſhe changed countenance, 
and ſeemed uneaſy; and though his father checked 
him for the rudeneſs of his behaviour, he became fo 
outrageous as to truſt his hand into her boſom: an in- 
ſuit to which ſhe did not tamely ſubmit, though one 
of the :nildeit creatures upon earth, Her eyes ſpark- 
ling with reſentinent, ſhe ſtartel uo, and l-nt him 
ſuch a box in the car, as ſent him ſtaggering to the 
other fide of the room. 

% Miſs Melford, (cried his father) you have treat- 
te ed him with che utmoſt propriety—I am only ſorry 
« that the impertinence of any chiſd of mine ſhould 
% have occaſioned this cxertion of your ſpirit, which I 
„cannot but applaud and admire.” His wife was fo 
far from aiſenting to the candour of his apology, that 
ſhe roſe from table, and, taking ber ſon by the hand, 
© Come, child, (faid ſhe) your father cannot abide 
t you.” $o ſaying, ſhe retired with this hopeful 
youth, and was (ollowed by her gouvernante ; but 
neither the one nor the other deigned to take the leaſt 
notice of he company. | 


I 4 Baynard 


* *_ — 
* —_ 
8 : 
—— De 4 - hg — * ©; + 
* + * e © 
> — _ -— * 
Sm 


2 
n 

— nit 
x FS 


b 


152 THE EXPEDITION or 


Baynard was exceedingly diſconcerted; but I per. 
ceived his uneaſineſs was tinctured with reſentment, 
and derived a good omen from this diſcovery. I or- 
dered the horſes to be put to the carriage, and, though 
he made ſome efforts to detain us all night, I inſiſt-4 
upon leaving the houſe immediately; but, before! 
went away, I took an opportunity of ſpeaking to him 
again in private, I ſaid every thing I could recollact, 
to animate his endeavours in ſhaking off thole ſhame. 
ful trammels. I made no icruple to declare, that his 
wife was unworthy of that tender complaiſonce which 
he had ſhewn for her foibles: that ſhe was dead to all 
the genuine ſentiments of conjugal affection; inſenü— 
ble of her own honour and intereſt, and ſeemingly 
deſtitute of common ſenſe and reflection. I conjured 
him to remember what he owed to his father's houls, 
to his own reputation, and to his family, including 
even this unreaſonable woman herſelf, who was dis- 
Ing on blindly to her own deſtruction. I adviſed lim 
to form a plan for retrenching ſuperfluous expence, 
and try to convince the aunt of the neceſſity for ſuch a 
reformation, that ſhe might gradually prepare her 
niece for its execution; and I exhorted him to tin 
that diſagreeable picce of formality out of the honulz, 

if he ſhould find her averſe to his propoſal, 
+ Here he interrvpted me with a ſigh, obſerving that 
ſuch a ſtep would undoubtedly be fatal to Mrs. Bay- 
nard —“ I ſhall loſe all patience (cried I) to hear you 
4% talk ſo weakly—Mrs. Baynard's fits will never hurt 
« her conſtitution, LI believe in my conſcience uy 
* are all affected: I am jure ſhe has no feeling tor 
“ your diſtreſſes; and, when you are ruined, {he will 
«© appear to have no feeling for her own.” Finally, 
I took his word and honour, that he would make au 
effort, ſuch as I had adviſed; that he would form a 
plan of ceconomy, and, if he found it impracticable 
without my aſſiſtance, he would come to Bath in the 
winter, where I promiſed to give him the meeting, 
and contribute all in my power to the retrieval of Iz 
affairs With this mutual engagement we parted ; 


and 
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and I ſhall think myſelf ſupremely happy, if, by my 


means, a worthy man, whom I love and eſteem, can 
be ſaved from mitery, diſgrace, and deſpair. 

I have only one friend more to viſit in this part of 
the country, but he is of a complexion very different 
from that of Baynard, You have.heard me mention 
Sir Thomas Buliford, whom I knew ein Italy. He is 
now become a country gentleman ; but, being diſabled 
by the gout from enjoying any amuſement abroad, he 
entertains himſelf within doors, by keeping open houle 
for all comers, and playing upon the oddities and hu- 
mours of his company : but he himſelf is generally 
the greateſt original at his table. He is very good-hu- 
moured, talks much, and laughs without ceaſing. I 
am told that all the uſe he makes of his underſtanding 
at preſent, is to excite mirth, by exhibiting his gueſts 
m ludicrous attitudes, I know not how far we may 
furniſh him with entertainment of this kind, but I 
2m reſolved to beat up his quarters, partly with a view 
to laugh with the knight himſelf, and partly to pay 
my reſpects to his lady, a good-natured ſenſible wo- 
man, with whom he lives upon very eaſy terms, al- 
though ſhe has not had the good fortune to biing him 
an heir to his eſtate. 

And now, dear Dick, I muſt tell you for your 
comfort, that you are the only man upon earth to 
whom I would preſume to ſcnd ſuch a long-winded 
epiſtie, which I could not find in my heart to curtail, 
becauſe the ſubject intereſted the warmeſt paſſions cf 
my heart; neither will I make any other apology to a 
correſpondent who las been fo long accuſtomed to the 
unpertinence of x 


Sept. 30. Marr. BRAMBLE« 
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To Sir WaTxiN PHILLIPS, Bart. of Jesvs, 
COLLEGE, OXON. 


DEAR KNIGHT, 


I BELIEVE, there is ſomething miſchievous in my 
diſpoſition, for nothing diverts me ſo much as to ſee 
certain characters tormented with falſe terrors. We 
laſt night lodged at the houſe of fir Thomas Bullford, 
an old friend of my uncle, a jolly fellow, of mode- 
rate intelle&ts, who, in ſpite of the gout, which had 
lämed him, is reſolved to be merry to the laſt ; and 
mirth he has a particular nack in extracting from his 
gueſts, let their humour be never ſo cauſtic or refrac- 
tory, —Belides our company, there was in the houle 
a fat-headed juſtice of the peace, called Frogmore, 
and a country practitioner in ſurgery, who ſeeined to 
be our landlord's chief companion and confidant.—— 
We found the knight fitting on a couch, with his 
crutches by his fide, and his feet ſupported on cuſhi- 
ons; but he received us with a hearty welcome, and 
ſeemed greatly rejoiced at our arrival. — After tea we 
were entertained with a ſonata on the harpſichord by 
lady Bullford, who ſung and played to admiration ; 
but fir Thomas ſeemed to be a little aſinine in the ar- 
ticle of ears, though he affected to be in raptures ; 
and begged his wife to favour us with an arietta, of 
her own compoſing. —This arieita, however, ſhe no 
ſooner began to perform, than he and the juſtice fell 
aſleep ; but the moment ſhe ceaſed playing, the knight 
waked ſnorting, and exclaimed, ** O cara! what d'ye 
* think, gentlemen? Will you talk any more of your 
“ Pargoleſi and your Corelli?“ At the ſame time, 
he thruſt his tongue in one cheek, and leered with one 
eye at the doctor and me, who ſat on his left hand. 
He concluded the pantomine with a loud laugh, v 2 
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he could command at all times extempore.—Notwith- 
ſtanding his diſorder, he did not do penance at ſupper, 
nor did he ever refuſe his glais when the toaſt went 
round, but rather encouraged a quick circulation, 
both by precept and example. 

I ſoon perceived the doctor had made himſelf very 
neceſſary to the baronet. He was the whetſtone of 
his wit, the butt of his ſatire, and his operator in cer- 
tain experiments of humour, which were occafionally 
tried upon ſtrangers: Juſtice Frogmore was an ex- 
cellent ſubject for this ſpecies of puiloſophy; fleek 
and corpulent, folema and thaliaw, he had ſtudied 
Burn with uncommon application, but he ſtudied no- 
thing ſo much as the art of living (that is, eating) 
well. Tus fat Buck had often affurded good ſport to 
our landlord ; and he was frequently ſtarted with tole- 
rable ſucceſs, in the courſe of this evening; but the 
baronet's appetite for ridicule {ſeemed to be chiefly ex- 
cited by the appearance, addre(s, and converſation of 
Liſmahago, whom he attempted in all the different 
modes of expoſition; but he put me in mind of a con- 
telt that I once ſaw hetwixt a young hound and an 
old hedge-hog The dog turned htm over and over, 
and bounced, and barked, and mumbled ; but as of- 
ten as he attempted to bite, he felt a prickle in his 
jaws, and recojled in maniſeſt confuſion :;—The cap- 
tain, when left to himſelf, will not fail to turn his lu- 
dicroys fide to the company, but if any man attempts 
to force him into that attitude, he becomes ſtubborn as 
a mule, and unmanageable as an elephant unbroke, 

Divers tolerable jokes were cracked vpon the juſtice, 
who eat a moſt unconſcionable ſupper, and, among 


other things, a large plate of broiled muſhrooms, 


which he had no ſooner ſwailowed than the doctor ob- 
ſerved, with great gravity, that they were of the kind 
called champiznons, which in ſome conſtitutions had a. 
poiſonous effet —— Mr. Frogmore, ſtartled at this re- 
mark, aſked, in ſome confuſion, why he had not been 
ſo kind as to give him that notice ſooner, He an- 


kvered, that he took it for granted, by his eating them 
ſo 
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ſo heartily, that he was uſed to the diſh ; but as he 
ſeemed to be under ſome apprehenhon, he preſcribed a 
bumper of plague water, which the juſtice drank off 
immediately, and retired to reſt, not without mark; 
of terror and diſquiet. 

At midnight we were ſhewn to our different cham. 
bers, and in half an hour, I was faſt alleep in bed; 
but about three o'clock in the morning I was waked 
with a diſmal cry of Fire! and farting up, ran to the 
window in my ſhirt. —— The night was dark and itgr- 
my; and a number of people halt-driefled ran back- 
wards and forwards thro' the court-yard, with links 
and lanterns, ſcemingly in the utmoſt hurry an tre- 
pidation.—Slipping on my cloaths in a twinkling, I 
ran down ſtairs, and, upon inquiry, found the fre 
was confined to a back-ftair, which led to a detaci!-d 
apartment where Liſmahago lay.—By this time, the 
lieutenant was alarmed by a bawling at his window, 
which was in the ſecond ſtory, but he could not hu 
his cloaths in the daick, and his room dor was locked 
on the outlide—T he ſervants called to him, that tz 
houſe had been robbed ; that, witheut all doubt, the 
villains had taken away his cloaths, faſtened the door, 
and ſet the houſe on fire, for the ſtair-caſe was in 
flames. In this dilemma the poor lieutenant rin 
about the rcon wwccd like a ſquurel in a cage, pop— 
ping out his head at the window between whiles, and 
imploring aſſiſtance. At length, the knight, in per- 
ſon was brought out in his chair, attended by my un- 
cle and all the family, including our aunt Jabicha, 
who ſcreamed, and cried, and tore her hair, as if fe 
had been diſtradted.— Sir Thomas had already order- 
ed his people to bring a long ladder, which was ap- 
plied to the captain's window, and now he exhoited 
him earneſtly to deſcend. — There was no need of 
much rhetoric to pertuade Liſmabago, who forthwilh 
made his exit by the window, roaring all the tune to 
the people below to hold fait the ladder. 

NotwithRanding the gravity of the occaſion, it was 
impotiible co bchold this ene without being feizecy 
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with an inclination to laugh. The rueful aſpect of 
the licutenant in bis ſhirt, with a quilted night-cap 
faſtened under his chin, and his long Jank limbs and 
poſteriors expoſed to the wind, made a very pictu- 
jeſque appearayce, when iliumined by the links and 
torches which the ſervants held up to light him in his 
dejcent,,—— Ail the company ſtood round the ladder, 
except the knight, who fat in his chair, exc laiming 
trom time to tine, “ Lord have mercy upon us! — 
©« fave the gentleman's liie!—-mind your foot: ing, dear 
© captain !-—foftly! tand faſt! clip the ladder 
& with both hands !— there! well dove, my dear 
© boy !—O bravo Han old ſoldier for ever bring a 
„ blanket !—bring a warm blanket to comfort his poor 
e carcaſe— warm the bed in the green room m- give me 
„% your hand, dear captain—I'm rejoiced to fe thee late 
* and found with ail my heart.” Liimahago was re- 
ceived at the foot of the ladder by his inamorata, whit 
ſnatching a blanket from one of the maids, wrapped it 
about bis body; two men-lervants took him under the 
arms, and a female conducted him to the green room, 
ſtill accompanied by Vis. 'I abitha, who faw him fair 
1 put to bed. —— During this whole tranſadtion, he 

oke not a ſyllable, but looked exceeding grim, en 
times at one, jometimes at- another of the ſpectators, 
„ho now adjourned in a body to the pariour where we 
had ſupped, every one ſurveying another with marks 
of afioniſhment and curtolity, 

The knight being ſeated in an eaſy chair, ſeized my 
uncle by the hand, and burſting into a long and loud 
laugh, © Matt, (cried he) crown me with oak, or 
&*& ivy, or laurel, or partley, or what you will, and 
% acknowledge this to be a coup de maitre in the way 
„of waggery—ha, ha, ha !—Such a camiſicala, ſca- 
e giata, beſtala -O, che roba!/—O, what a ſub- 
& ject !—O, what caricatura! O, for a Roſa, a 
6 Remembrandr, a Schalken !— Zooks, I'] give a 
© hundred guineas to have it painted—what a fine de- 
& ſcent from the croſs, or aſcent to the gallows !—— 
„% what lights and ſkhadows—what a groupe below !— 
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“ what expreſſion above hat an aſpect !—did you 
5 mind the aſpe&t ?—ha, ha, ha !—and the limbs, and 
« the muſcles—every toe denoted terror !—ha, ha, ha! 
c -— then the blanket !—O, what coſtume! St. An- 
te drew! St. Lazarus! St. Barrabas !—ha, ha, ha!” 
« After all then, (cried Mr, Bramble very gravely) 
4e this was no more than a falſe alarm. — We hare 
« been frightened out of our beds, and almoſt out of 
© our ſenſes, for the joke'e ſake.” Aye, and ſuch 
« a joke! (cried our landlord) ſuch a farce! ſuch a 
& denouement ! ſuch a cataſtirothe !” 

* Have a little patience (replied our *ſquire) ; we 
te are not yet come to the cataſtrophe; and pray God 
« it may not turn out a tragedy inſtead of a farce, — 
% The captain is one of thoſe ſaturnine ſubjects, who 
* have no idea of humour. —He never laughs in his 
« own perſon; nor can he bear that other people 
* ſhould laugh at his expence. —Befſides, if the ſub- 
«« ject had been properly choſen, the joke was too ſe- 
„ vere in all conſcience.” „ Sdeath! (cried the 
« knight) I could not have bated him an ace had he 
te been my own father; and as for the ſubje&, ſuch 
& another does not preſent itſelf once in half a centu- 
& ry,” Here Mrs. Tabitha interpoſing, and bri- 
dling up, declared, ſhe did not ſee that Mr. Liſmaha- 

o was a fitter ſubje& for ridicule than the knight 
Pimſelf ; and that ſhe was very much afraid, he would 
very ſoon find he had miſtaken his man — The baronet 
was a good deal diſconcerted by this intimation, ſay- 
ing, that he muſt be a Goth and a barbarian, if he 
did not enter into the ſpirit of ſuch a happy and hu- 
morous contrivance.— He begged, however, that Mr, 
Bramble and his ſiſter would bring him to reaſon; 
and this requeſt was reinforced by lady Bullford, who 
did not fail to read the baronet a lecture upon his in- 
diſcretion, which lecture he received with ſubmiſſion 
on one fide of his face, and a leer upon the other. 

We now went to bed for the ſecond time ; and be- 
fore I got np, my uncle had viſited Liſmahago in the 
green room, and uſed ſuck arguments with hun, 2 
nen 
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when we met in the parlour he ſeemed to be quite 
appeaſed. He received the knight's apology with a 
good grace, and even profeſſed himfelt pleaſed at 
finding he had contributed to the diverhon of the com- 
pany. — Sir Thomas ſhook him by the hand, laugh- 
ing heartily ; and then deſired a pinch of ſnuff, in 
token of perfect reconciliation, — The lieutenant, put- 
ting his hand in his waiſtcoat pocket, pulled out, 
inſtead of his own Scotch mull a very fine gold ſnutf- 
box, which he no ſooner perceived than he ſaid 
« Here is a {mail miſtake.” “ No miſtake at all 
„ (cried the baronet): a fair exchange is no robbery. 
« — Oblige me ſo far, captain, as to let me keep 
* your mull as a memorial.” „“ Sir, (ſaid the lieu- 
„ tenant) the mull is much at your ſervice ; but this 
machine I can by no means retain. — It looks like 
compounding a fort of felony in the code of ho- 
nour, — Beſides, I don't know but there may be 
another joke in this conveyance; and I don't find 
myſelf diſpoſed to be brought upon the ſtage again. 
— | won't preſume to make tree with your pockets, 
„ but I beg you will put it up again with your own 
* hand,” — So ſaying, with a certain auſterity of 
aſpect, he preſented the ſnuff-box to the knight, who 
received it in ſome confuſion, and reſtored the mull, 
which he would by no means keep, except on the terms 
of exchange. | 
This tranſaction was like to give a grave caſt to the 
converſation, when my uncle took notice that Mr. 
Juſtice Frogmore had not made his appearance either 
at the night-alarm, or now at the general rendezvous. 
The baronet hearing Frogmore mentioned, “ Odſo! 
« (cried he) I had forgot the jultice. — Pr'ythee, doc- 
te tor, go and bring him out of his kennel.” ——— 
Then laughing till his ſides were well fhaken, he faid 
he would ſhew the captain, that he was not the only 
perſon of the drama exhibited for the entertainment 
of the company. As to the night-ſcene, it could not 
affect the juſtice, who had been purpoſely lodged in 
the farther end of the houſe, remote from the * 
an 
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and lulled with a doſe of opium into the bargain. In 
a few minutes, Mr, Juſtice was led into the par- 
lour in his night-cap and looſe morning gown, roll. 
ing his head from fide to ſide, and groaning piteoully 
all the way. & Jeſu! neighbour Frogmore, (ex- 
„ claimed the baronct) what is the matter? — you 
* look as if you was not a man for this world, — 
„ Set him down ſoftly on the couch poor gentle. 
% man! — Lord have mercy upon us! — What 
„% makes him ſo pale, and yellow, and bloated ?” 
4 Oh, fir Thomas! (cried the juſtice) I doubt 'tis 
& all over with me Thote muſhrooms I eat at 
* your table have done my buſineſs — ah! oh! hey!” 
& Now the Lord forbid! (ſaid the other) — what! 
& man have a good heart — How does thy ſtomach 
© feel ? hah ;?“ 

To this interrogation he made no reply, but throw- 
ing alide his night gewn, diſcovered that his waiſt- 
coat would not meet upon his belly by five good 
inches at leaſt, © Heaven protect us all! (cried fir 
&© Thomas) — what a melancholy ſpectacle! never 
c did I ſee a man fo ſuddenly ſwelled, but when he 
& was either juſt dead, or juſt dying. Doctor, 
& can'ſt thou do nothing for this poor object?“ 1 
& don't think the caſe is quite deſperate (ſaid the fur- 
© geon), but I would adviſe Mr. Frogmore to ſettle 
& his affairs with all expedition; the parſon may come 
« and pray by him, while I prepare a clyſter and an 
« emetic draught.” The juſtice, rolling his languid 
eyes, ejaculated with great fervency, “ Lord have 
% mercy upon us! Chriſt have mercy upon us!“ 
Then he begged the ſurgeon, in the name of God, 
to diſpatch — © As for my wordly aſfairs, (ſaid he) 
ce they are all ſettled but one mortgage, which muſt 
ce be left to my heirs but my poor ſoul ! my poar 
& ſoul! what will become of my poor ſoul ? — mi- 
ce ſerable finner that I am!” „ Nay, pry'thee my 
© dear boy, compoſe thyſelf (reſumed the knight); 
6 conſider the mercy of heaven is infinite z thou can it 
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& not have any ſins of a very deep dye on thy con- 
« ſcience, or the devil's in't.“ “ Name not the devil 
« (exclaimed the terrified Frogmore), I have more 
« {jms to anſwer for than the world dreams of. — Ah! 
friend, I have been fly — fly — damn'd ily ! — Send 
« for the parſon without loſs of time, and put me to 
« bed, for I am poltiny to eternity.“ He was 
accordingly raiſed trom the couch, and ſupported by 
two ſervants, who led him back to his reom 3 but be- 
fore he quitted the parlour, he intreated the good com- 
pany to ajfliſt him with their prayers. — He added, 
« Take warning by me, who ain ſuddenly cut off in 
« my prime, like a flower of the field ; and God for- 
« give you, fir Thomas, for ſuſtering ſuch poiſonous 
te traſh to be eaten at your table,” 

He was no ſooner removed out of hearing, than the 
baronet abandoned himſelt to a violent fit of laughing, 
in which he was joined by the greateſt part of the 
company ; but we could hardly prevent the good lady 
from going to undeceive the patient, by diſcovering, 
that while he ſlept his waiſtcoat had been ſtraitened by 
the contrivance of the furgeon ; and that the diſorder 
in his ſtomach and bowels was occaſioned by ſome 
antimonial wine, which he had taken over night, un- 
der the denomination of plague-water. — She ſeemed 
to think that his apprehenſion might put an end to 
his lite; the knight ſwore he was no fuck chicken, 
but a tough old rogue, that would live long enough 
to plague all his neighbours. — Upon enquiry, we 
tound his character did not entitle him to much com- 
pation or reſpect, and therefore we let our landlord's 
humour take its courſe. — A clyſter was actually ad- 
minitiered by an old woman of the family, who had 
been fir Ihomas's nuric, and the patient took a 
draught made with oxymel of ſquilis to forward the 
operation of the antimonial wine, which had been re- 
tacded by the opiate of the preceding night. He was 
viſited by the vicar, who read prayers, and began ta 
take an account of the ſtare of his ſoul, when rhoſe 
medicines produced their effect; 1o that the parſon was 


obi1 ged 


162 Tux EXPEDITION or 


ebliged to hold his noſe while he poured forth ſpiritual 
conſolation from his mouth. The ſame expedient was 
uſed by the knight and me, who, with the doctor, en- 


tered the chamber at this juncture, and found Frog- 
more enthroned on an eaſing-chair, under the preſſure 
of a doubie evacuation. The ſhort intervals betwixt 
every heave he employed in crying for mercy, con- 
feſſing his fins, or aſking the vicar's opinion of his 
caſe ; and the vicar anſwered, in a ſolemn ſnuffling 
tone, that heightened the ridicule of the ſcene. The 
emetic having done its office, the doctor interfered, 
and ordered the patient to be put in bed again. When 
he examined the cgiſſa, and felt his pulſe, he declared 
that much of the wirus was diſcharged, and, giving 
him a compoſing draught, aſſured him he had good 
hopes of his recovery. — This welcome hint he re- 
ceived th the tears of joy in his eyes, proteſting, 
that if he ſrould recover, he would alwavs think him- 
feif indebted for his life to the great ſkill and ten- 
derneſs of his doctor, whoſe hand he ſqueezed with 
great fervor; and thus he was left to his repoſe. 
We were preſſed to ſtay dinner, that we might be 
witneſſes of his reſuſcitation; but my uncle inſiſted 
upon our departing before noon, that we might reach 
this town before it ſhould be dark, — In the mean 
time, lady Bullford conducted us into the garden to 
ſee a fiſh-pond juſt finiſhed, which Mr. Bramble 
cenſured as being too near the parlour, where the 
knight now fat by himſelf, dozing in an elbow chair 
after the fatigues of his morning atchievement. — In 
this ſituation he reclined, with his feet wrapped in 
flannel, and ſupported in a line with his body, when 
the door flying open with a violent ſhock, lieutenant 
Liſmahago —_ into the room with horror in his 
looks, exclaiming, A mad dog! a mad dog!" 
and throwing up the window ſaſh, leaped into the 
garden. — Sir Thomas, waked by this tremendous 
exclamation, ſtarted up, and forgetting his gout, 
followed the lieutenant's example by a kind of in- 
ſtinctive unpulle, He not only bolted thro' the 
| | window 
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window like an arrow from a bow, but ran up to his 


middle in the pond before he gave the leaſt ſign of re- 


collection. Then the captain began to bawl, « Lord 
« have mercy upon us! — pray take care of the 


e gentleman ! — for God's ſake mind your footing, 


« my dear boy! — get warm blankets — comfort 
« his poor carcaſe — warm the bed in the green 


„ room.“ 


Lady Bullford was thunder- ſtruck at this phe- 
nomenon, and the reſt of the company gazed in ſilent 


aſtoniſhment, while the ſervants haſtened to aſſiſt their 


maſter, who ſuffered himſelf to be carried back into 
the parlour without ſpeaking a word, — Being in- 
ſtantly accommodated with dry clothes and flannels, 
comforted with a cordial, and replaced in flatu quo, 
one of the maids was ordered to chafe his lower ex- 
tremities, an operation in conſequence of which his 
ſenſes ſeemed to return and his good humour to re- 
vive. — As we had followed him into the room, he 


looked at every individual in his turn, with a certain 
ludicrous expreſſion in his countenance, but fixed his 


eye in particular upon Liſmahago, who preſented him 
with a pinch of ſnuff, and when he took it in ſi- 
lence, “ Sir Thomas Bullford, (ſaid he) I am much 
e obliged to you for all your favours, and ſome of 
* them I have endeavoured to repay in your own 
© coin,” © Give me thy hand (cried the baronet); 
* thou haſt indeed payed me Scout and lot; and even 
* left a balance in my hands, for which, in preſence 
* of this company, I promiſe to be accountable.” — 
So ſaying, he laughed "ay heartily, and even ſeemed 
to enjoy the retaliation which had been exacted at his 
own expence; but lady Bullford looked very grave 
and in all probability thought the lieutenant had carri- 
ed his reſentment too far, conſidering that her huſ- 
band was valetudinary — but, according to the pro- 
verb, he that ail play at bowls muſt expett to meet 
with rubbers, 
I have ſeen a tame bear, very diverting when pro- 
perly managed, become a very dangerous wild — 
When 
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when teized for the entertainment of the ſpectators.— 
As for Liſmahago, he ſeemed to think the fright and 
the cold bath would have a good effect upon his pa- 
tient's conſtitution; but the doctor hinted ſome ap- 
prehenſion that the gouty matter might, hy ſuch a 
ſudden ſhock, be repelled from the extremities. and 
thrown upon ſome of the more vital parts of the 
machine. — I ſhould be very ſorry to ſee this prog- 
noſtic verified upon our facetious landlord, who told 
Mrs. Tabitha at parting, that he hoped ſhe would 
remember him in the diſtribution of the biide's favours, 
as he had taken fo much pains to put the captain's 
parts and mettle to the proof. After all, 1 am 
afraid our *ſquire will appear to be the greateſt ſuf- 
feter by the baronet's wit; for his conſtitution is by 
no means calculated for mght-alarms — He has yawn- 
ed and ſhivered all day, and gone to bed without 
ſupper; ſo that, as we have got into good quarters, 
I imagine we ſhall make a halt to-morrow; in which 
caſe you will have at leaſt one day's reſpite from the 
perſecution of 
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To Mrs. Mary Jones, AT BRAMBLETOXN- 
p HALL« 


DEAR MARY JONES, 


MISS Liddy is ſo good as to uncloſe me in a liter 
us fur as Gloſter, and the carrier will bring it i» 
hand — God {end us all ſafe to Monmouththire, tor 
I'm quite jaded with rambling — *Tis a true ſaying, 
live and learn O woman, what chuckling and 
changing have I ſcen! Well, there's nothing far- 
tain in this world — Who would have thought that 
miſtriſs, after all the pains taken for the good of her 

pruſias 
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pruſias ſole, would go for to throw away her poor 
body? that ſhe would caſt the heys of infection upon 
ſuch a carrying-crow as Laſhmyhago ! as old at Mat- 
thewſullin, as dry as a red herring, and as pore as 4a 
ſtarved veeze] — O, Molly; hadft thou ſeen him come 
down the ladder, in a ſhurt fo ſcanty, that it could 
not Kiver his nakednets ! — The young "ſquare called 
him Dunquickſet; but he looked for all the world 
like Cradoc-ap-Morgan, the ould tinker, that ſuffer- 
ed at Abergany for feeling of kettle — Then he's a 
profane ſcuffle, and, as Mr. Clinker fays, no bet- 
ter than an impfiddle, continuaily playing upon the 
pyebill and the new-burth — I doubt he has as little 
manners as money; for he can't ſay a civil word, 
much more make me a prefent of a pair of gloves for 
good-will; but he looks as if he wanted to be very 
fore wood and tamiliar — O! that ever a gentlewoman 
of years and diſcretion ſhould tare her air, and cry 
and diſporridge herſelf for ſuch a nubjack ! as the ſong 
goes | 
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« J vow ſhe would fain have a hurd 
That bids ſuch a price for an owl.“ 


but, for fartain, he muſt have dealt with ſome Scotch 


my truſt in the Lord; and 1 have got a ſlice of witch 
em ſowed in the gathers of my under petticoat; and 
Mr, Clinker affures me, that by the new light of 
greaſe, I may defy the devil and all his work — But 
I noſe what I noſe If miſtriſs ſhould take up with 
Laſhmyhago, this is no ſarvice for me — Thank God, 
there's no want of places; and if it wan't for wan 
thing, I would but, no matter Madam 
Baynar's woman has twenty good pounds a-year and 
parquiſites ; and dreſſes like a parſon of diſtinkſon — 
I dined with her and the valley de ſhambles, with 
bags and golden jackets; but there was nothing 
kimfittable to eat, being as how they live upon board, 
and having nothing but a piſs of could cuddling 2 
| a 
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and ſome blamangey. I was tuck with the cullick, and 
a murcy it was that miſtriſs had her viol of aſſings in 
the cox. 

But, as I was faying, I think for ſartain this match 
will go forewood ; for things are come to a creeſus ; 
and 1 have ſeen with my own hays, ſuch ſmuggling 
But I ſcorn for to excloſe the ſecrets of the family ; 
and if it wance comes to marrying, who noſe but the 
frolick may go round — I believes as how, Miſ 
Liddy would have no reverſion if her ſwan would ap- 
pearz and you would be ſurpriſed, Molly, to re- 
ceive a bride's fever from your humble ſarvant — 
but this is all ſuppoſitory, dear girl; and I have ſul- 
lenly promiſed to Mr. Clinker, that ncither man, 
woman, nor child, ſhall no that arrow ſaid a civil 
thing to me in the way of infection I hopes to 
drink your health at Brambleton-hall, in a horn of 
October, before the month be out — Pray let my 
bed be turned once a-day, and the windore opened, 
while the weather is dry; and burn a few billets with 
ſome bruſh in the footman's garret, and ſee their mat- 
traſh be dry as a bone; for both our gentlemen have 
got a ſad could by lying in damp ſhits at fir Tum- 
mus Ballfart's, No more at preſent, but my far- 
vice to Saul and the reſt of our fellow-ſarvents, be- 
ing, 


Dear Mary Jones, 
always yours, 


oct. 4. Win. JENKINS, 
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To Miss LATITIA WILLIS, AT GLOUCESTER, 
MY DEAR LETTY, 


THIS method of writing to you from time te 
time, without any hopes of an anſwer, affords me, 
I own, ſome eaſe and ſatisfaction in the midſt of my 
diſquiet, as it in ſome degree lightens the burden of 
affliction; but it is at beſt a very imperfe& enjoyment 
of friendſhip, becauſe it admits of no return of confi- 
dence and. good counſel — I would give the whole 
world to have your company for a ſingle day 1 
am heartily tired of this itinerant way of life — I am 
quite dizzy with a er. ſucceſſion of objects — 
Beſides it is impoſſible to travel ſuch a length of way, 
without being expoſed to inconveniencies, dangers, 
and diſagreeable accidents, which prove very grievous 
to a poor creature of weak nerves like me, and 
make me pay very dear for the gratification of my 
curioſity. 

Nature never intended me for the buſy world — I 
long for repoſe and ſolitude, where I can enjoy that 
diſintereſted friendſhip which is not to be found 
among crowds, and indulge thoſe pleaſing reveries 
that ſhun the hurry and tumult of faſhionable ſociety 
— Unexperienced as I am in the commerce of life, 
I have ſeen enough to give me a diſguſt to the gene- 
rality of thoſe who carry it on — There 1s ſuch ma- 
lice, treachery, and diſſimulation, even among pro- 
feſſed friends and intimate companions, as cannot fail 
to ſtrike a virtuous mind with horror ; and when Vice 
quits the ſtage for a moment, her place is immedi- 
ately occupied by Folly, which is often too ſerious 
to excite any thing but compaſſion — Perhaps I ought 
to be ſilent on the foibles of my poor aunt ; but with 
= my dear Willis, I have no ſecrets; and truly, 

er weakneſles are ſuch as cannot be concealed, * 
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the firſt moment we arrived at Bath, ſhe has been em. 
ployed conſtantly in ſpreading nets for the other ſex; 
and at length, the has caught a ſuperannuated lieu— 
tenant, who 1s in a fair way to make her change her 
name — My uncle and my brother ſeem to have no 
vbjection to this extraordinary match, which, I make 
vo doubt, will aftord abundance of matter of con- 
verſation and mirth; for my part, I am too ſenſible 
of my own weakn:fles, to he diverted with thoſe of 
other people At preſent, I have ſomething at 
heart that employs my whole attention, and keeps my 
mind in the utmoſt terror and ſuſpenſe, 

Yelterday in the forenoon, as I ſtood with my 
brother at the parlour window of an inn, where we 
had lodged, a perſon paſſed a-horſcback, whom (gra- 
cious Heaven!) I inſtantly diſcovered to be Wilton ! 
He wore a white riding-coat, with the cape buttoned 
up to his chin; looked remarkably pale, and paſſed at 
a round trot, without ſeeming to obſerve us — Indecch 
he could not fee us; for there was a blind that con- 
cealed us from the view. You may guets how I ws 
affected at this apparition — The light forſook my 
eyes; and I was ſeized with ſuch a palpitation and 
trembling, that I could not ftand. I fat down upon 
a couch, and ſtrove to compole myſelf, that my bro- 
ther might not perceive my agitation z but it was im- 
poſhble to eſcape his prying eyes — He had obſerved 
the object that alarmed me; and, doubtleſs, knew 
him at the firſt glance — Hie now looked at me with 
a ſtern countenance; then he ran out into the ſtrect, 
to fee what road the unfortunate horſeman had taken 
— He afterwards diſpatched his man for further in- 
telligence, and feemed to meditate ſome violent deſign, 
My uncle, being out of order, we remained another 
night at the inn; and all day long Jerry acted the 
part of an indefatigable ſpy upon my conduct He 
nt ned my very looks with ſuch eagerneſs of atten: 
tion, as if he would have penetrated into the utmoſt 
receſſes of my heart — This may be owing to his 2 
gar 
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gard for my honour, if it is not the effect of his own 
pride; but he is fo hot, and violent, and unrelent- 
ing, that the fight of him alone throws me into a 
flutter ; and really it will not be in my power to af- 
ford him any ſhare of my affection, if he perſiſts in 
perſecuting me at this rate. I am afraid he has formed 
ſome ſcheme of vengeance, which will make me com- 
pletely wretched! I am afraid he ſuſpects ſome col- 
luſion from this appearance of Wilſon. Good 
God! did he really appear ? or was it only a phantom, 
a pale ſpectre to appriſe me of his death? 
O Letty, what ſhall I do? — where ſhall I turn for 
y advice and conſolation ? — ſhall I implore the protec- 
e tion of my uncle, who has been always kind and com- 
- WW pallionate? This muſt be my laſt reſource, — I 
| W dread the thoughts of making him uneaſy ; and would 
4 W rather ſuffer a thouſand deaths than live the cauſe of 
diſſention in the family. cannot perceive the 
meaning of Wilſon's coming hither : — perhaps, he 
was in quelt of us, in order to diſcloſe his rea] name 
and fituation : but wherefore paſs without ſtay- . 
ing to make the leaſt inquiry? — My dear Willis, I 
ain loſt in conjecture — I have not cloſed an eye ſince 
I faw him. — All night long have I been toſſed about 
from one imagination to another. — The reflection 
finds no reſting place. — I have prayed, and ſighed, 
and wept plentitully, —— If this terrible ſuſpence 
continues much longer, I ſhall have another ft of 
th W illneſs, and then the whole family will be «confuſion, 
t, If it was conſiſtent with the wile purpoſes of Pro- 
en WW vidence, would I were in my grave, — But it is my 
n- duty to be reſigned. My deareſt Letty, excule 
n. my weakneſs — excule theſe blots — my tears fall fo 
ct WF fait that I cannot keep the paper dry — yet I ought 
he WU to conſider that I have as yet no cauſe to deſpair —- 
Je but I am ſuch a faint-hearted timorous creature! 
n Thank God, my uncle is much better than he was 
olt WW yeſterday. — He is reſolved to purſue our journey 
re- firait to Wales. — I hope we hall take Glouceſter in 
ard our way — that hope chears my poor heart — I ſhall 
K onces-. 
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once more embrace my beſt beloved Willis, and 
pour all my griefs into her friendly boſom. — 0 
heaven ! is it poſſible that ſuch happineſs is reſery- 
ed for 


The dejected and forlorn 
Oct. 4. LT DIA MELTFORD. 
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To Sir WATKIN PHILLIPs, BART. OF Jisus 
COLLEGE, OXON, 


DEAR WATKIN, 


I YESTERDAY met with an incident which! 
believe you will own to be very ſurpriſing — As I ſtood 
with Liddy at the window of the inn where we had 
lodged, who ſhould paſs by but Wilſon a horſeback; 
— I could not be miſtaken in the perſon, for I hada 
full view of him as he advanced; I plainly perceived 
by my fiſter's contuſion that ſhe recognized him at the 
fame time. I was equally aſtoniſhed and incenſed at 
his appearance, which I could not but interpret into 
an inſult, or ſomething worſe. I ran out. at the gate, 
and, ſeeing him turn the corner of the ſtreet, I di- 
patched my ſervant to obſerve his motions, but the 
fellow was too late to bring me that ſatisfaction. Ee 
told me, however, that there was an inn, called the 
Red Lion, at the end of the town. where he ſup— 
poſed the horſeman had alighted, but that he would 
not enquire without further orders. I ſent him bac 
immediately to know what rangers were in the houk, 

and he returned with a report that there was one Mr. 
Wilſon lately arrived. In conſequence of this infor- 
mation I charged him with à note directed to that 
gentleman, dei ing him to meet me in half an hom 
in a certain field at the town's end, with a caſe of pi- 


tels, in order to decide the difference which could 20! 
b 
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be determined at our laſt rencounter : but I did not 
think proper to ſubſcribe the billet. My man affured 
me he had delivered it into his own hand ; and, that 
having read it, he declared he would wait upon the 
gentleman at the place and time appointed. 

M'Alpine being an old fo.dier, and luckily ſober at 
the time, 1 entruſted him with my ſecret. I ordered 
him to be within call, and, having given him a letter 
to be delivered to my uncle in caſe of accident, I re- 
paired to the rendezvous, which was an incloſed field 
at a little diſtance from the highway. I found my 
antagoniſt had already taken his ground, wrapped in 
a dark horſeman's coat, with a laced hat flapped over 
his eyes: but what was my a{toniſhment, when, throw- 
ing off this wrapper, he appeared to be a perſon whom 
I had never fern before! te had one piſtol ſtuck in a 
leather belt, and another in his hand ready for action, 
and, advancing a few ſteps, called to know if I was 
ready — I anſwered, * No,” and defired a parley : 


upon which he turned the muzzle of his piece to- 


wards the earth; then replaced it in his belt, and met 


me half way — When I allured him he was not the 


man I expected to meet, he fuid, it might be ſo: that 
he had received a ilip of paper directed to Mr. Wilſon, 
requeſting him to come hither; and that as there was 
no other in the place of that name, he naturally con- 
cluded the note was intend-d for him, and him only 
— ther gave him to understand, that I had been 
injured by a perſon who aſſumed that name, which 
perſon I had actually ſeen within the hour, paſſing 
through the feet on herſeback; that hearing there 
was a Mr. Wilſon at the Red Lion, I took it for 
granted he was the man, and in that belief had writ 
the billet; and I expreſſed my fu;prize, that he, who 
was a ſtranger to me and my conceins, ſhould give 
me ſuch a endezvous, without taking the trouble to 
demand a previous explanation — He replied, that 
there was no other of his name in the whole county; 
that no ſuch horſeman had alighted at the Red Lion 
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ſince nine o'clock, when he arrived — that havin 

had the honour to ſerve his majeſty, he thought he 
could not decently decline any invitation of this kind, 
from what quarter ſoever it might come; and that if 
any explanation was neceſſary, it did not belong to 
him to demand it, but to the gentleman who ſum- 
moned him into the field — Vexed as I was at this 
adventure, I could not help admiring the coolneſs of 
this officer, whoſe open countenance prepoſleſſed me 
in his favour. — He ſeemed to be turned of forty ; 
wore his own ſhort black hair, which curled naturally 
about his ears, and was very plain in his apparel ! 
When I begged pardon for the trouble I had 
given him, he received my apology with great good 
humour. — He told me that he lived about ten miles 
off, at a ſmall farm-houſe, which would afford me 
tolerable lodging, if I would come and take the di- 
verſion of hunting with him for a few weeks; in 
which caſe we might, perhaps, find out the man who 


had given me offence — I thanked him very fincerely-- 


for his courteous offer, which, I told him, I was 
not at liberty to accept at preſent, on account of 
my being engaged in a family party; and fo we 
parted, with mutual profeſſions of good will and 
eſteem. 

Now tell me, dear knight, what am I to make of 
this ſingular adventure? — Am I to ſuppoſe that the 
horſeman I ſaw was really a thing of fleſh and blood, 
or a hubble that vaniſhed into air ? or muſt 1 
imagine Liddy knows more of the matter than ſlie 
chooſes to diſcloſe ? — If I thought her capable of 
carrying on any clandeſtine correſpondence with ſuch 
a fellow, I ſhould at once diſcard all tenderneſs, and 
forget that ſhe was connected with me by the ties of 
blood — But how is it poſſible that a girl of her 
ſimplicity and inexperience, ſhould maintain ſuch an 
intercourſe, ſurrounded, as ſhe is, with ſo many eyes, 
deſtitute of all opportunity, and ſhifting quarters every 
day of her life! — Beſides, ſhe has ſolemnly promiſed 
Yo — I can't thing the girl ſo baſe — ſo inſcnſible 

to 
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to the honour of her family. — What diſturbs me 
chiefly, is the impreſtion which theſe occurrences ſeem 
to make upon her ſpirits — Theſe are the ſymptoms 
from which I conclude that the raſcal has ſtill a hold 
en her aff=&ion -— Surely [ have a right to call him a 
raſcal, and to conclude that his defigns are infamous 
— But it ſhall be my fault if he does not one day re- 
pent his preſumption — I confeſs I cannot think, 
much leſs write on this ſubject, with any degree of 


| temper or patience ; I {hall therefore conclade with 


telling you, that we hope to be in Wales by the latter 


| end of the month: but before that period you will 
| probably hear again trom 


your affefitonate 


Oct. 4. J. MeL70RD. 
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Te SIR WATKIA PHILLIPS, BAR T. AT Oxox. 


DEAR PHILLIPS, 


WHEN I wrote to you by laſt poſt, J did not im- 
azine I ſhould be tempted to trouble you again fo ſoon: 
but I now fit down with a heart ſo full that it can- 


not contain itſelf 3 though I am under ſuch agitation 


of ſpirits, that you aie to expect neither method nor 
connexion in this addreſs We have been this day 
within a hair's breath of loſing honeſt Matthew Bram- 
ble, in conſequence of a curſed accident, which I will 
endeavour to explain. — In creſſing the country to get 
into the poſt road, it was neceſſary to ford a river, and 
we that were a-horſeback paſſed without any danger 
or difficulty ; but a great quantity of rain having fal- 
len làſt night and this morning, there was ſuch an ac- 
cumulation of water, that a mill-head gave way, juſt 
as the coach was paſſing under it, and the flood ruſhed 
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down with ſuch impetuoſity, as firſt floated, and then 
fairly overturned the carriage in the middle of the 
ftream —— Liſmahago and I, and the two ſervants, 
alighting inſtantaneouſly, ran into the river to give a 
the aſſiſtance in our power. Our aunt, Mrs, 
Tabitha, who had the good fortune to be uppermoft, 
was already half way out of the coach window, whey 
her lover approaching, diſengaged her entirely ; but, 
whether his foot flipt or the burden was too great, 
they fell over head and ears in each others arms. KHz 
endeavoured more than once to get up, and even to 
diſentangle himſelf from her embrace, but ſhe hung 


about his neck like a mill-ftone (no bad emblem of 


Matrimony,) and if my man had not proved 2 
ſtaunch auxiliary, thoſe two lovers would in all pro- 
bability have gone hand in hand to the ſhades below 
— For my part, I was too much engaged to take any 
cognizance of their diſtreſs. I ſnatched out my 
ſiſter by the hair of the head, and, dragging ker 2 
the bank, recollected that my uncle had not yet ap- 
peared Ruſhing again into the ſtream, I imct 
Clinker hauling aſhore Mrs. Jenkins, who looked 
like a mermaid with her hair diſhevelled about her 
ears; but, when I aſked if his maſter was ſafe, he 
forthwith ſhook her from him, and ſhe muſt have 
ove to pot, if a miller had not ſeaſonably come to 
her relief. —— As for Humphry, he flew like light- 
ning to the coach, that was by this time filled with 
water, aud, diving into it, brought up the poor "ſquirez 
to all appearance, deprived of life — It is not in my 
power to deſcribe what I felt at this melancholy 
ſpectacle — it was ſuch an agony as baffles all de- 
ſcription! The faithful Clinker taking him up in his 
arms, as if he had been an infant of fix months, 
carried him aſhore, howling moſt piteouſly all the 
way, and I followed him in a tranſport of grief and 
conſternation — When he was laid upon the graſs, 


and turred from fide to fide, a great quantity of water | 


ran out at his mouth, then he opened his eyes, and 
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fetched a deep figh — Clinker perceiving theſe ſigus ot 
life, immediately tied up his arm with a garter, and, 
pulling out a horſe-fleam, let him blood in the farrier 
tile. — At firſt a few drops only iſſued from the ori- 
ficez but the limb being chafed, in a little time the 
blood began to flow in a continued ſtream, and he 
uttered ſome incoherent words, which were the moſt 
welcome ſounds that ever ſaluted my ear. There was 
a country inn hard by, the landlord of which had by 
this time come with his people to give their aſſiſtance. 
—— 'T hither my uncle being carried, was undreſied 
2nd put to bed, wrapped in warm blankets ; but hay- 
ing been moved too ſoon, he fainted away, and once 
more lay without ſenſe or motion, notwithſtanding all 
the efforts of Clinker and the landlord, who bathed 
his temples with Hungary water, and held a ſmell- 
ing bottle to his noſe. As I had heard of the eta. 
cacy of (alt in ſuch caſes, I ordered all that was in 
the houſe to be laid under his head and body; and 
whether this application had the defired eſfect, or na- 
ture of herſelf prevailed, he, in leſs than a quarter of 
an hour, began to breathe regularly, and ſoon retriev- 
ed his recollection, to the unſpeakable joy of all the 
by-ſtanders. As for Clinker, his brain ſeemed to be 
anfected He laughed, and wept, and danced 
about in ſuch a diſtracted manner, that the landlord 
very judicioully conveyed him out of the room. My 
uncle, ſeeing me dropping wet, comprehended the 
whole of what had happened, and aſked if all the 
company was ſafe ? — Being anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, he inſiſted on my putting on dry cloaths; and, 
having ſwallowed a little warm wine, defired he might 
be let to his repoſe. Before I went to ſhift myſel 

I inquired about the reſt of the family — I found 
Mrs. Tabitha (till delirious from her fright, diſcharg- 
ing very copiouſly the water ſhe had ſwallowed, She 
was ſupported by the captain, diſtilling drops from 
his uncurled periwig, fo lank and ſo dank, that he 
looked like father Thame without his ſedges, embrac- 
ing Iſis, while ſhe caſcaded in his urn. Mrs, Jenkins 
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was preſent alſo, in a looſe bedgown, without either 
cap or handkerchief; but ſhe ſeemed to be as little 
compos mentis as her miſtreſs, and acted fo many cross 
purpoſes in the courſe of her attendance, that, he. 
tween the two, Liſmahago had occaſion for all his 
philoſophy. As for Liddy, I thought the poor gvl 
would have actually loft her ſenſes. The good wo- 
man of the houle had ſhifted her linen, and put her 
into bed; but ſhe was ſeized with the idea that her 
uncle had periſhed, and in this perſuaſion made a dis- 
mal out-eryz nor did ſhe pay the leaſt regard to 
what I ſaid, when 1 folemnly aſſured her he was ſafe. 
Mr, Bramble hearing the noiſe, and being informed 
of her apprehenſion, defired ſhe might be brought in- 
to his chamber: and ſhe no ſooner received this in- 
timation, that ſhe ran thither half naked, with the 
wildeſt expreſſion of eagerneſs in her countenance —— 
Seeing the ſquire fitting up in the bed, ſhe ſprung 
forwards, and, throwing her arms about his neck, 
exclaimed in a moſt pathetic tone, “ Are you — Are 
« you indeed my uncle — My dear uncle! — My bet 
c friend! My father! — Are you really living, or 
ce is it an illuſion of my poor brain!“ Honeſt Mat- 
thew was ſo much affected, that he could not help 
ſhedding tears, while he kiſſed her forehead, ſaying, 
«© My dear Liddy, I hope 1 ſhall live long enough 
ce to ſhew how ſenfible I am of your affection 
& but your fpirits are fluttered, child — You want reſt 
9 Go to bed and compoſe yourſelf Well, I 
« will (ſhe replied) — but ſtill methinks this cannot 
© be real — The coach was full of water — My un- 
& cle was under us all Gracious God! — You 
% was under water — How did you get out? — tell 
« me that? or I ſhall think this 1s all a deception —” 
& In what manner I was brought out, I know as 
& little as you do, my dear (ſaid the ſquire); and 
5 truly that is a circumſtance of which I want to be 
* informed.” I would have given him adetail of the whole 
adventure, but he would not hear me until I ſhould 
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change my cloaths; ſo that I had only time to tell 
him, that he owed his life to the courage and fidelity 
of Clinker; and having given him this hint, I con- 
ducted my ſiſter to her own chamber. 

This accident happened about three o'clock in the 
afternoon, and in little more than an bour the hur- 
ricane was all over; but as the carriage was tourd to 
be fo much damaged, that it could not proceed with- 
out conſiderable repairs, a blackſmith and wheel wright 
were immediately ſent for to the next market town, 
and we congratulated ourſclves upon being houſed at 
n inn, which, though remote from the poſt road, 
afforded exceeding good lodging. The women being 
pretty well compoſed, and the men all a foot, my 
uncle ſent for his ſervant, and, in the preſence of 
Liſmahago and me, accoſted him in theſe words — 
* So, Clinker, I find you are reſolved I ſhan't die by 
water — As you have filhed me up from the bot- 
« tom at your own riſque, you are at leaſt entitled to 
all the money that was in my pocket, and there it 
et is — So ſaying, he preſented him with a purſe 
containing thirty guineas, and a ring nearly of the 
lame value — “ God forbid! (cried Clinker) your 
« honour ſhall excuſe me - I am a poor fellow; but 
« have a heart — O! if your honour did but know 
“how I rejoiced to ſee — Bleſſed be his holy name, 
that made me the humble inſtrument — But as for 
the lucre of gain, I renounce it — I have done no 
* more than my duty — No more than I would 
* have done for the moſt worthleſs of my fellow- 
© creatures — No more than I would have done for 
captain Liſmahago, or Archy Macalpine, or any 
e ſinner upon earth — But for your worſhip, I would 
„go through fire as well as water „ 
* believe it, Humphry (ſaid the *ſquire) ; but as you 
„think it was your duty to five my life at the 
' hazard of r own, I think it is mine to ex- 
« preſs the ſenſe I have of yonr extraordinary fidelity 
and attachment — I inſiſt upon your receiving this 
„mall token of wy gratitude z but don't imagine 
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„ that IT look upon this as an adequate recompenſe 
* for the ſervice you have done me — I have deter- 
e mined to ſettle thirty pounds a- year upon youu for 
« life; and I defire theſe gentlemen will bear wit. 
ct neſs to this my intention, of which I have a me- 
* morandum in my pocket-book.” Lord make me 
ce thankful for all theſe mercies ! (cried Clinker, 
« ſohbing) I have been a poor bankrupt from the 
“% beginning — your honour's goodneſs found me, 
c when I was — naked — when I was — lick and for- 
& Jorn I underftand your honour's looks —1 
& would not give offence — but my keart 1s very full 
«& —and if your worſhip won't give me leave to 
& ſpeak, — I muſt vent it in prayers to heaven for 
&« my benefactor.” When he quitted the room, Lif- 
mahago ſid, he ſhould have a much better opinion of 
his honeſty, if he did not whine and cant fo abomi- 
nably ; but that he had always obſerved thoſe weeping 
and praying fellows were hypocrites at bottom. Mr, 
Bramble made no reply to this ſareaſtic remark, pro- 
ceeding from ih» lientenant's reſentment of Clinket's 
having, in pure ſimpl: ity of heart, ranked him with 
M<Alpine and the tinners of the earth, The 
landlord being ca!l-:i : receive fome orders about 


the beds, told. the '! e that his houſe was very 
much at his ſervice, but h=- was fure ne ſhould not 
have the honourt e tim and his company, Hz 
gave us to underſtan m maſter, who lived hard 
by, would not ſuffer us it bete public houſe, when 


there was accommodation for us at gen; and that, 
if he had not dined abroad in the ne1ghbourbood, he 
would have undoubtedly come to offer his {ervices at 
our firſt arrival. He then launched out in praiſe ef 
that gentleman, whom he had ſerved as butler, rc- 
preſenting him as a perfect miracle of goodnels an! 
eneroſity. He ſaid he was a perſon of great learning, 
and allowed to be the beſt farmer in the country: 
— that he had a lady who was as much beloved 3 
himſelf, and an only fon, a very hopeful young gene 


man, juſt recovered from a dangerous fever, Which 
had 
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had like to have proved fatal to the whole family ; 
for, if the ſon had died, he was ſure the parents 
would not have ſurvived their lofts. — He had not yet 
finiſhed the encomium of Mr. Denniſon, when this 
gentleman arrived in a poſt-chaiſe, and his appearance 
ſeemed to juſtify all that had been ſaid in his favour, 
He is pretty well advanced in years, but hale, robuſt, 
and florid, with an ingenuous countenance, expreſ- 
five of good ſenſe and humanity. Iiaving condoled 
with us on the accident which had happened, he faid 
he was come to conduct us to his habitation, where 
we ſhould be leſs incommoded than at ſuch a paultry 
inn, and expreſſed his hope that the ladies would 
not be the worſe for going thither in his carriage, 
as the diſtance was not above a quarter of a mile. 
My uncle having made a proper return to this courte- 
ous exhibition, eyed him attentively, and then aſked 
if he had not been at Oxford, a commoner of Queen's 
college? When Mr. Denniſon anſwered, ** Les, 
with ſome marks of ſurpriſe — © Look at me then 
« (faid our ſquire) and let us ſee if you can recollect 
te the features of an old friend, whom you have not 
© ſcen theſe forty years.“ The gentleman, tak- 
ing him by the hand, and gazing at him earneſtly, — 
&« proteſt, (cried he,) I do think I recall the idea of 
« Matthew Loyd of Glamorganſhire, who was ſtudent 
te of Jeſus.” „ Well remembered, my dear friend, 
& Charles Denniſon, (exclaimed my uncle, preſſing 
© him to his breaſt), I am that very identical Mat- 
« thew Loyd of Glamorgan.” Clinker, who had 
juſt entered the room with ſome coals for the fire, no 
ſooner heard theſe words, than, throwing down the 
ſcuttle on the toes of Liſmahago, he began to caper 
as if he was mad, crying — “ Matthew Loyd of 
« Glamorgan ! — O Providence! — Matthew Loyd of 
% Glamorgan !” Then, claſping my uncle's knees, 
he went on in this manner * Your worſhip muſt 
« forgive me— Matthew Loyd of Glamorgan !- O 
% Lord, Sir! — ] can't contain myſelf ! —I ſhall loſe 
my ſenſes —”* „ Nay, thou halt loſt them already, 

64 I believe 
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4% J believe, (ſaid the *(uire, peeviſhly) prithes Clin- 
« ker be you What is the matter?“ Hum- 
« phry, tumbling in his boſom, pulled out an old 
wooden ſnuſt-box, which he preſented in great tre. 
pidation to his matter, who, opening it immediately, 
perceived a ſmall cornelian ſeal, and two ſcraps of 
paper — At ſight of theſe articles he ftarted, and 
changed colour, and, cafting his eye upon the in- 
ſcriptions — © Ha! — how! — what! — where (cried 
ce he) is the perſon here named?“ Clinker, knock- 
ing his own bieaſt, could hardly pronounce theſe words 
— © Here—here—bere is Matthew Loyd, as the 
certificate ſheweth —— Humphry Clinker was the 
«© name of the farrier that took me prentice“ — 
«& And who gave you theſe tokens,”” — ſaid my uncle, 
haftily — * My poor mother on her death-bed” — re- 
plied the other — “ And who was your mother?“ 
«« Dorothy Twyford, an pleaſe your honour, hereto- 
« fore bar-keeper at the Angel at Chippenham.” — 
& And why were not theſe tokens produced before!“ 
« My mother told me ſhe had wrote to Glamorgan- 
e ſhire, at the time of my birth, but had no anſwer; 
© and that afterwards, when ſhe made enquiry, there 
« was no ſuch perſon in that county.” And ſo in 
tc conſequence of my changing my name and going 
cc abroad at that very time, thy poor mother and thou 
« have been left to want and miſery — ] am really 
© ſhocked at the conſequence of my own folly.” — 
Then, laying his hand on Clinker's head, he added, 
&« Stand forth, Matthew Loyd -— You ſee, gentle- 
« men, how the fins of my youth riſe up in judg- 
% ment againſt me — Here is my direction written 
« with my own hand, and a ſeal which I left at the 
« woman's requeſt; and this is a certificate of the 
e child's baptiſm, ſigned by the curate of the pariſh.” 
The company were not a little ſurpriſed at this diſ- 
covery, upon which Mr. Denniſon facetiouſly con- 
gratulated both the father and the ſon : for my part, I 
thook my new found couſin heartily by the hand, and 
| Liſmahage 
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Liſmahago complimented him with the tears in his 
eyes, for he had been hopping about the room, ſwear- 
ing in broad Scotch, and bellowing with the pain oc- 
calioned by the fall of the coal-ſcuttle upon his foot. 
He had even vowed to drive the ſaul out of the body 
of that mad raſcal: but, perceiving the unexpected 
worn which things had taken, he wiſhed him joy of 
nis good fortune, obſerving that it went very near his 
; W heart, as he was like to be a great toe out of pocket 
by the diſcovery — Mr. Denniſon now deſired to 
know for what reaſon my uncle had changed the name 
by which he knew him at Oxford, and our ſquire 
ſatisfied him, by anſwering to this effect — © I took 
« my mother's name, which was Loyd, as heir to 
« her lands in Glamorganſhire; but, when I came 
« of age, I ſold that property, in order to clear m 
» W « paternal eſtate, and reſumed my real name; 2 
« that I am now Matthew Bramble of Brambleton- 
« hall in Monmouthſhire, at your ſervice ; and this 
1 « is my nephew Jeremy Melford of Belfield, in the 
county of Glamorgan.” At that inſtant the ladies 
entering the room, be preſented Mrs. Tabitha as 
his ſiſter, and Liddy as his niece. The old gentle- 
man ſaluted them very cordially, and ſeemed ſtruck 
with the appearance of my ſiſter, whom he could not 
help ſurveying with a mixture of complacency and 
ſurprize — ©* Siſter, (ſaid my uncle) there is a poor 
« relation that recommends himſelf to your good 
« graces — The quondam Humphry Clinker is me- 
« tamorphoſed into Matthew Loyd ; and claims the 
« honour of being your carnal kinſman — in ſhort, 
the rogue proves to be a crab of my own planting 
"in the days of hot blood and unreſtrained liber- 
« tiniſm.”” Clinker had by this time dropt upon one 
knee, by the fide of Mrs. Tabitha, who eying him 
aſkance, and flirting her fan with marks of agitation, 
thought proper, after ſome conflict, to hold out her 
hand for him to kiſs, ſaying, with a demure aſpect, 
„Brother, you have been very wicked: but IT hope 
„ you'll live to ſee the folly of your ways I am 
Vou II. L very 
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% very ſorry to ſay the young man, whom you have * 
« this day acknowledged, has more grace and 1. 87 
« ligion, by the gift of God, than you with all 8 
= your profane learning, and repeated opportunity - 
do think he has got the trick of the eye, and the 0 
« tip of the noſe of my uncle Loyd of Flluydwellyn; 
« and as for the long chin, it is the very wicd 7] bn 
« the governor's — Brother, as you have changed his 
„ name, pray change his dreſs alſo ; that livery doth e 
% not become any perſon that hath got our blood in 


« his veins.” — Liddy ſeemed much pleaſed with this wi 
acquiſition to the family. — She took bim by the hand, b 
declaring ſhe ſhould always be proud to own her con- * 
nexion with a virtuous young man, who had given ſo ju 


many proofs of his gratitude and affection to her uncle. 
— Mrs. Winifred Jenkins, extremely fluttered be- 
tween her ſurprize at this diſcovery, and the apprehen- 
ſion of loſing her ſweet- heart, exclaimed in a giggling 
tone, — “ I wiſh you joy, Mr. Clinker — Floyd —I 
„% would fay— hi, hi, hi! — you'll be fo proud you 
« won't look at your poor fellow ſervants, oh, oh, oh!” 
« Honeſt Clinker owned he was overjoyed at his 
good fortune, which was greater than he deſerved — 
«« But wherefore ſhould I be proud? (ſaid he) a poo: 
« object conceived in fin, and brought forth in ini- 
40 2 „ nurſed in a pariſh work-houſe and bred in 

mithy — Whenever 1 ſeem proud, Mrs. Jenkins 


« I beg of you to put me in mind of the condition N 
« was in, when I firſt ſaw you between Chippenham 10 
« and Marlborough.” 3 no 
When this momentous affair was diſcuſſed to the 
ſatisfaction of all parties concerned, the weather be 
ing dry, the ladies declined the carriage; ſo that we 15 | 
walked all together to Mr. Denniſon's houſe, wWherꝗ __ 
we found the tea ready pre ared by his lady, a w] 
amiable matron, who SES us with all the bene th 
volence of hoſpitality — The houſe is old-faſhioney fer 
and irregular, but lodgeable and commodious. T. fn 


the ſouth it has the river in front, at the diſtance of 
a hundrec 
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a hundred paces; and on the north, there is a riſing 
ground, covered with an agreeable 1 the 
1 g1<ens and walks are kept in the niceſt order, and all 
is rural and romantic. I have not yet ſeen the young 
ntleman, who is on a- viſit to a friend in the neigh- 
er from whoſe houſe he is not expected till to- 
/ morrow. - 2 
In the mean time, as there is a man going to the 
WF next market- town with letters for the poſt, I take this 
opportunity to ſend you the hiſtory of this day, 
which has been remarkably full of adventures; and 
F ou will own I give you them like a beef-ſteak at 
Polly's, hot and het, without ceremony and parade, 
MW juſt as they come from the recollection of 


Yours, 


J. MELFORD, 


LLC LOI LIEICLLS 


To Dr. Lewis, 


DEAR DICK, 


SINCE the laſt trouble J gave you, I have met 
with a variety of incidents, ſome of them of a ſin- 
gular nature, which I reſerve as a fund for converſa- 
tion; but there are others ſo intereſting, that they will 
not keep in pet/o till meeting. pony 

Know then, it was a thouſand pounds to a fx- 
pence, that you ſhould now be executing my will, 
inſtead of peruſing my letter! TWO days ago, our 
coach was overturned in the midſt of a rapid river, 
where my life was ſaved with the utmoſt difticulty, by 


""Y the courage, activity, and preſence of mind of m 
T, ſervant Humphry Clinker — But this is not the moſt 
off ſurpriſing circumſtance of the adventure — The faid 
Humphry Clinker proves to be Matthew Loyd, na- 
an | L 2 tural 
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tural ſon of one Matthew Loyd of Glamorgan, if you 
know any ſuch perſon — You ſee, Doctor, that, not- 
withſtanding all your philoſophy, it is not without 
ſome reaſon that we Welchmen aſcribe ſuch energy to 
the force of blood — But we ſhall diſcuſs this point on 
fome future occaſion. | 

This is. not the only diſcovery. which I made in 
/ conſequence of our diſaſter — We happened to be 
wrecked upon a friendly ſhore — The lord of the 
manor is no other than Charles Denniſon, our fellow. 
rake at Oxford — We are now happily houſed with 
that gentleman, who has really attained to that pitch 
of rural felicity, at which I have been aſpiring theſe 
twenty years in vain, He is bleſſed with a conſort, 
whoſe diſpoſition is ſuited to his own in all reſpects; 
tender, generous, and benevolent — She, moreover, 
poſſeſſes an uncommon ſhare of underſtanding, for- 
titude, and diſcretion, and is, admirably qualified to 
be his companion, confidant, counſellor, and coad- 
jutrix. Theſe excellent perſons have an only ſon, 
about nineteen years of age, juſt ſuch a youth as they 
could have wiſhed that Heaven would beſtow to fill 
up the meaſure of their enjoyment — In a word, they 
know no other allay to their happineſs, but their ap- 
prehenſion and anxiety about the life and concerns of 
this beloved object. 

Our old friend, who had the misfortune to be a 
ſecond brother, was bred to the law, and even called 
to the bar; but he did not find himſelf qualified to 
ſhine in that province, and had very little inclination 
for his * — He diſobliged his father, by mar- 
rying for love, without any conſideration of fortune; 
ſo that he had little or nothing to depend upon for 
ſome years but his practice, which afforded him a bare 
ſubſiſtence, and the proſpe& of an increaſing family, 
began to give him diſturbance and diſquiet. In the 
mean time, his father dying, was ſucceeded by lis 
elder brother, a fox-hunter and a fot, who neglected 
his affairs, inſulted and oppreſſed his ſervants, * in 

a few 
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a few years had well nigh ruined the eſtate, when he 
was happily carried off by a fever, the immediate 
conſequence of a debauch. Charles, with the appro- 
bation of his wife, immediately determined to quit 
buſineſs, and retire into the country although this 
reſolution was ſtren uouſly and zealouſly oppoſed by 
individual, whom he conſulted on the ſubject. 
Thoſe who had tried the experiment, aſſured him that 
he could not pretend to breathe in the country for 
leſs than the double of what his eſtate produced; 
that, in order to be upon the footing of a gentle- 
man, he would be obliged to keep horſes, hounds, 
carriages, with a ſuitable number of ſervants, and 
maintain an elegant table for the entertainment of 
his neighbours ;z the farming was 2 myſtery known 
only to thoſe who had been brec up to it from the 
cradle, the ſucceſs of it depending not only upon {kill 
and induſtry, but alſo upon ſuch attention and ceco- 
nomy as no gentleman could be ſuppoſed to give or 
practice; accordingly every attempt made by gentle- 
men miſcarried, and not a few had been ruined by 
their proſecution of agriculture — Nay, they affirmed 
that he would find it cheaper to buy hay and oats for 
his cattle, and to go to market for poultry, eggs, 
kitchen herbs, and roots, and every the moſt incon- 
ſiderable article of houſe-keeping, than to have thoſe 
articles produced on his own ground, . 
Theſe objections did not deter Mr. Denniſon, be- 
cauſe they were chiefly founded on the ſuppoſition, 
that he would be obliged to lead a life of extrava- 
gance and diſſipation, which he and his conſort equally 
deteſted, deſpiſed, and determined to avoid — The ob- 
jets he had in view, were health of body, peace of 
mind, and the private ſatisfaction of domeſtic quiet, 
unallayed by actual want, and uninterrupted by the 


fears of indigence — He was very moderate in his 


eſtimate of the neceſſaries, and even of the comforts of 
life— He required nothing but wholſome air, pure 
water, agreeable exerciſe, plain diet, convenient lodg- 
ing, and decent apparel, He reflected, that if a pea- 

L 3 ſant 
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fant without education, or any great ſhare of natural 
ſagacity, could maintain a large family, and even be- 
come opulent upon a farm, for which he payed an 
annual rent of two or three hundred K. to the 
landlord, ſurely he himſelf might hope for ſome ſuc- 
ceſs from his induſtry, having no rent to pay, but, on 
the contrary, three or four hundred pounds a- year to 
receive — He conſidered that the earth was an indul- 
gent mother, that yielded her fruits to all her chil- 
dren without diſtinction. He had ſtudied the theory 
of agriculture with a degree of eagerneſs and delight; 
and he could not conceive there was any myſtery in the 
practice, but what he ſhould be able to diſcloſe by dint 
of care and application. With reſpe&t to houſhold 
expence, he entered into a minute detail and inveſti- 
gation, by which he perceived the aſſertions of his 
friends were altogether erroneous — He found he 
ſhould fave ſixty pounds a-year in the ſingle article of 
houſe-rent, 0 as much more 1n pocket-money and 
contingencies ; that even butcher's-meat was twenty per 
cent. cheaper in the country than in London ; but 
that poultry, and almoſt every other circumſtance of 
houſe-keeping, might be had for leſs than one half of 
what they coſt in town; beſides, a conſiderable faving 
on the fide of dreſs, in _ delivered from the op- 
reſſive impoſition of ridiculous modes, invented by 
Ignorance, and adopted by folly, 

As to the danger of vying with the rich in pomp 
and equipage, it never gave him the leaſt diſturbance. 
He was now turned of forty, and, having lived halt 
that time in the buſy ſcenes of life, was well fkilled 
in the ſcience of mankind. There cannot be in na- 
ture a more contemptible figure than that of a man, 
who with five hundred a year preſumes to rival in 
expence a neighbour who poſſeſſes five times that in- 
come— His oſtentation, far from concealing, ſerves 
only to diſcover his indigence, and render his vanity 
the more thocking ; for it attracts the eyes of cenſure, 
and excites the ſpirit of inquiry. There is not a 
family in the county, nor a ſervant in his own houle, 

nor 
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nor a farmer in the pariſh, but what knows the ut- 
moſt farthing that his lands produce, and all theſe be- 
bold him with ſcorn or compaſſion. ' I am ſurpriſed 
that theſe refleftions do not occur to perſons in this 
unhappy dilemma, and produce a falutary effect ; 
but the truth is, of all the paſſions incident to hu- 
man nature, vanity is that which moſt effectually per- 
verts the faculties of the underſtanding ; nay, it ſome- 
times becomes ſo incredibly depraved, as to aſpire at 
infamy, and find pleaſure in bearing the ſtigmas of re- 
roach. 

g I have now given you a ſketch of the character and 
ſituation of Mr. Denniſon, when he came down to 
take poſſeſſion of this eſtate; but as the meſſenger, 
who carries the letter to the next town is juſt ſetting 
off, I ſhall reſerve what further I have to ſay on this 
ſubject, till the next poſt, when you ſhall certainly 
hear from 


yours always, 


OR. 8. MATT. BRAMBLE. 


To Dr. LEWIS. 


ONCE more, dear doctor, I reſume the pen for 
your amuſement — It was on the morning after our 
arrival that, walking out with my friend, Mr. Den- 
niſon, I could not help breaking forth into the 
warmeſt expreſſions of applauſe at the beauty of the 
ſcene, which is really inchantiog; and I ſignified, in 
particular, how much I was pleaſed with the diſpoſi - 
tion of ſome detached groves, that afforded at once 
ſhelter and ornament to his habitation. 

« When I took poſſeſſion of theſe lands, about 
„ two and twenty years ago, (ſaid he) there was not 
* a tree ſtanding within a mile of the houſe, except 
“e thoſe of an old neglected orchard, which produced 

L 4 © nothing 
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* nothing but leaves and moſs. — It was in the gloomy 
© month of November, when I arrived, and found 
* the houſe in ſuch a condition, that it might have 
e been juſtly ſtiled the tower of deſolation. — The 
hs — 54A was covered with nettles and docks, and 
4 the 2 exhibited ſuch a rank plantation of 
© weeds as I had never ſeen before; — the window- 
ſhutters were falling in pieces; — the ſaſhes bro. 
ken; ——and owls and jack-daws had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the chimnies. — The proſpe& within was 
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44 
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* ſtill more dreary. — All was dark, and damp, and 
*« dirty beyond deſcription z — the rain penetrated in 
40 


ſeveral parts of the roof; — in ſome apartments the 
*« very floors had given way; the hangings 
% were parted from the walls, and ſhaking in mouldy 

remnants ; — the glaſſes were dropping out of their 
frames; — the family- pictures were covered with 
duſt; — and all the chairs and tables worm- eaten 
and crazy. —— There was not a bed in the houſe 
that could be uſed, except one oldfaſhioned machine, 
with a high gilt teſter, and fringed curtains of yel- 
low mohair, which had been for aught I know, 
two centuries in the family. — In ſhort, there was 
no furniture but the utenſils of the kitchen; and 
the cellar afforded nothing but a few empty butts 
and barrels, that ſtunk ſo abominably, that I would 
not ſuffer any body to enter it until I had flaſhed a 
conſiderable quantity of gun- powder to qualify the 
& foul air within, 

« An old cottager and his wife, who were hired to 
« lie in the houſe, had left it with precipitation, al- 
% leging, among other cauſes of retreat, that they 
% could not ſleep for frightful noiſes, and that my 
ce poor brother certainly walked after his death. — In 
« a word, the houſe appeared uninhabitable ; the barn, 
«« ſtable, and out-houſes were in ruins; all the fences 
* broken down, and the fields lying waſte. 

© The former who kept the key never dreamed I 
% had any intention to live upon the ſpot.— He rent- 
«ed a Hom of ſixty pounds, and his leaſe was juſt 
„ expiring. 
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© expiring. — He had formed ſcheme of being ap- 
« pointed bailiff to the eſtate, and of converting the 
“ houſe and the adjacent grounds to his own uſe. — 
« A hint of his intention I received from the curate 
« at my firſt arrival; I therefore did not pay much 
| t regard to what he ſaid by way of diſcouraging me 
- “ from coming to ſettle in the country; but I was 
« a little ſtartled when he gave me warning that 
« he ſhould quit the farm at the expiration of his 
“ leaſe, unlels I would abate conſiderably in the 
* rent. 

At this period I accidentally became acquainted 
« with a perſon, whoſe friendſhip laid the foun- 
4% dation, of all my proſperity. In the next market- 
* town, I chanced to dine at an inn with a Mr. 
« Wilſon, who was lately come to fettle in the neigh- 
% bourhood. — He had been lieutenant of a man of 
* war; but quitted the fea in fome diiguſt, and mar- 
* ried the only daughter of farmer Bland, who lives 
* in this ack and has acquired a good fortune in 
© the way of huſbandry. — Wilſon is one of the beſt 
natured men I ever knew; brave, frank, obliging, 
and ingenuous, — He liked my converſation, I was 
charmed with his liberal manner; an acquamtance 
immediately commenced, and this was ſoon im- 
proved into a friendſhip without reſerve — There 
are characters which, like ſunilar particles of mat- 
ter, ſtrongly attract each other — He forthwith in- 
troduced me to his father-in-law, farmer Bland, 
who was well acquainted with every acre of my 
eſtate, of conſequence well qualified to a.ife me 
on this occaſion. — Finding I was inclined to em- 
* brace a country life, and even to amuſe myſelf with 
*© the occupations of farming, he approved of my de- 
« ſign — He gave me to underſtand that all my farms 
« were underlet ; that the eſtate was capable of great 
% improvement; that there was plenty of chalk in the 
* neighbourhood; and that my own ground pro- 
| * duced excellent marle for mayure, -. With reſpect - 
q | 3 5 « ty 
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to the farm, which was like to fall into my hands, 
he ſaid he would willingly take it at the preſent 
rent; but at the ſame time owned, that it I would 
expcnd two hundred ponnds in encloſures, it would 
he worth more than double the ſum. 
Thus encouraged, I began the execution of my 
ſcheme without further delay, and plunged into a 
ſea of expence, though I had no fund in reſerve, 
and the whole produce of the eſtate did not exceed 
three hundred pounds a year. — In one week, my 
houſe was made weather-tight, and thoroughly 
cleanſed from top to bottom; then it was well 
ventilated by throwing all the doors and windows 
open, and making blazing fires of wood in every 
chimney irom the kitchen to the garrets. — The 
floors were repaired, the ſaſhes new glazed, and 
out of the old turniture of the whole houſe, I made 
ſnift to fit up a parlour and three chambers in a 
plain yet decent manner. —'Fhe court-yard was 
cleared of weeds and rubbiſh, and my friend Wil- 
fon charged himſelf with the drefling of the gar- 
den ; bricklayers were ſet at work upon the barn 
and ſtable; and Jabourers engaged to reſtore the 
fences, and begin the work of hedging and ditch- 
ing, under the direction of farmer Bland, at whole 
recommendation I hired a careful hind to lie in 
the houſe, and Keep conſtant fires in the apart- 
ments. 
Having taken theſe meaſures, I returned to Lon- 
don, where I forthwith fold off my houſhold-fur- 
niture, and, in three weeks from my firſt viſit, 
brought my wife hither to keep her Chriſtmas. — 
Conſidering the gloomy ſeaſon of the year, the 
drearineſs of the place, and the decayed aſpect of 
our habitation, I was afraid that her reſolution 
would fink under the ſudden tranſition from a town- 
life to ſuch a melancholy ſtate of ruſtication ; but 
I was agreeably diſappointed. — She found the 
reality. leſs uncomfortable than the picture I had 
drawn. —— By this time, indeed, things were 
« mended 


1 En, a a 2 — - - 


HUMPHRY CLINK ER. 192 


© mended in appearance, — The out-houſes had riſen 
© out of their ruins; the pigeon-houſe was rebuilt, 
© and repleniſhed by Wilſon, who alſo put my garden 
in decent order, and provided a good ſtock of poul- 
©« try, which made an agreeable figure in my yard; 
© and the houſe, on the whole, looked like the ha- 
© bitation of human creatures — Farmer Bland ſpared 
« me a milch-cow for my family, and an ordinary 
« ſaddle-horſe for my ſervant to go to market at the 
« next town. — I hired a country lad for a footman; 
« the hind's daughter was my houle-maid, and my 
« wife had brought a cook-maid from London. 

« Such was my family when I began houſe- 
« keeping in this place, with three hundred pounds 
„ in my pocket, raiſed from the ſale of my ſuper- 
©« fluous furniture — I knew we ſhould find occupa- 
« tion enough through the day to employ our time ; 
© but I dreaded the long winter evenings; yet for 
„ theſe too we found a remedy. The curate, 
« who was a ſingle man, ſoon become fo naturalized 
« to the family, that he generally lay in the houſe, 
« and his company was equally agreeable and uſeful, 
«© — He was a modeſt man, a good ſcholar, and per- 
e fectly well qualified to inſtruct me in ſuch country 
u matters as I wanted to know. — Mr. Wilſon 
« hrought his wife to ſee us, and ſhe became fo fond 
« of Mrs. Denniſon, that ſhe faid ſhe was never ſo 
« happy as when ſhe enjoyed the benefit of her con- 
« verſation. — She was then a fine buxoni country 
« laſs, exceedingly docile, and as good-natured as 
« her huſband Jack Wilſon ; ſo that a friendſhip en- 
© ſued among the women, which hath continued to 
«& this day. | 

« As for Jack, he hath been my conſtant com- 
« panion, counſellor, and commiſſary I would 
© not for a hundred pounds you ſhould leave my 
« houſe without ſeeing him. Jack 1s an univer- 
« fa] genius — his talents are really aſtoniſhing — he 
© is an excellent carpenter, joiner, and turner, and a 
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cunning artiſt in iron and braſs. — He not only ſu- 
perintended my ceconomy, but alſo preſided over 
my paſtimes. — He taught me to brew beer, to 
make cider, perry, mead, uſquebaugy, and plague- 
water; to cook ſeveral outlandiſh delicacies, ſuch 
as ollas, pepper-fots, fillaws, corys, chabobs, and 


% fiufatas, — He underſtands all manner of games 


from cheſs down to chuck-farthing, ſings a good 
ſong, plays upon the violin, and dances a horn- 
pipe with ſurprifing agility, — He and I walked, 
and rode, and hunted, and fiſhed together, with 
out minding the viciſſitudes of the weather; and J 
am perſuaded, that in a raw, moiſt climate, like 
this of England, continual exerciſe is as neceſſary 
as food to the preſervation of the individual. — In 
the courſe of two and twenty years, there has not 
been one hour's interruption or abatement in the 
friendſhip ſubſiſting between Wilſon's family and 
mine; and, what is a rare inſtance of 'good fortune, 
that friendſhip is continued to our children. — His 
ſon and mine are nearly of the ſame age and the 
ſame diſpoſition ; they have been bred up together 
at the ſame ſchool and college, and love each other 
with the warmeſt affection. 

«© By Wilſon's means, I likewiſe formed an ac- 
quaintance with a ſenſible phyſician, who lives in 
the next market-town ; and his fiſter, an agreeable 
old maiden, paſſed the Chriſtmas holidays at our 
houſe. — Mean while I began my farming with 
great eagerneſs, and that very winter 2 theſe 
groves that pleaſe you ſo much. — As for the neigh- 
bouring gentry, I had no trouble from that quar- 
ter during my firſt campaign; they were all gone 
to town before I ſettled in the country; and by 
the ſummer I had taken meaſure to defend myſelt 
from their attacks. — When a gay equipage came 
to my gates, I was never at home; thoſe who viſited 
me in a modeſt way, I received; and according to 
the remarks I made on their characters and con- 


& yerſation, either rejected their adyances, or re- 


e turned 
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10 turned their civility— I was in general deſpiſed 
% among the faſhionable company, as a low fellow, 
« both in breeding and circumſtances ; nevertheleſs, 
„% found a few individuals of moderate fortune, 
« who gladly adopted my file of living; and many 
„ others would have acceded to our ſociety, had they 
© not been prevented by the pride, envy, and am- 
4% bition of their wives and daughters — Thoſe, in 
F times of luxury and diſſipation, are the rocks upon 
« which all the ſmall eſtates in the country are 
« wrecked. 

& I reſerved in my own hands, ſome acres of ground 
« adjacent to the houſe, for making experiments in 
« agriculture, according to the directions of Lyle, 
« 'Tull, Hart, Duhamel, and others who have writ- 
« ten on this ſuhje& ; and qualified their theory with 
« the practical obſervations of farmer Bland, who 
« was my great maſter in the art of huſbandry. — In 
* ſhort, I became enamoured of a country life; and 
*« my ſucceſs greatly exceeded my expectation, 
« I drained bogs, burned heath, grubbed up furze 
* and fern; I planted copſe and willows where no- 
« thing clie would grow; I gradually incloſed all my 
& farms, and made ſuch improvements, that my eſtate 
„ now yields me clear twelve hundred pounds a year, 
«— All this time my wife and I have enjoyed unin- 
« terrupted health, and a regular flow of ſpirits, ex- 
« cept on a very few occaſions, when our chearful- 
« neſs was invaded by ſuch accidents as are inſepa- 
« rable from the condition of life. — I loſt two chil- 
« dren in their infancy, by the ſmall-pox, fo that L 
« have one ſon only, in whom all our hopes are 
« centered. — He went yeſterday to viſit a friend, 
« with whom he has ſtayed all night, but he will be 
« here to dinner. — I ſhall this day have the pleaſure 
« of preſenting him to you and your family; and 1. 
4 flatter myſelf you will find him not altogether un- 
« worthy of our affection. 

« The truth is, either I am blinded by the par- 
te tiality of a parent, or he is a boy of a very _ 
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ble character; and yet his conduct has given us 
unſpeakable diſquiet. — You mult know, we had 
projected a match between him and a gentleman's 
daughter in the next county, who will in all pro- 
bability be heireſs of a conſiderable fortune; but, 
it ſeems, he had a perſonal diſguſt to the alliance. 


— He was then at Cambridge, and tried to gain 


time on various pretences; but being preſſed in let- 
ters by his mother and me to give a definitive an- 
ſwer, he fairly gave his tutor the ſlip, and diſap- 
peared about eight months ago. — Before he took 
this raſh ſtep, he wrote me a letter, explaining his 
objections to the match, and declaring, that he 
would keep himſelf concealed until he ſhould un- 
derſtand that his parents would diſpenſe with his 
contracting an engagement that muſt make him 
miſerable for life, and he preſcribed the form of 
advertiſing in a certain news-paper, by which 
— be apprized of our ſentiments on this ſub- 
ject. 
% You may eaſily conceive how much we were 
alarmed and afflicted by this elopement, which he 
had made without dropping the leaſt hint to his 
companion Charles Wilſon, who belonged to the 
ſame college. — We reſolved to puniſh him with 
the appearance of negleR, in hopes that he would 
return of his own accord; but he maintained his 
purpoſe till the young lady choſe a partner for her- 
ſelf; then he produced himſelf, and made his peace 
by the mediation of Wilſon, — Suppoſe we ſhould 
unite our families by joining him with your niece, 
who 1s one of the moſt ow Þ creatures I ever be- 
held. — My wife is already as fond of her as it 
ſhe were her own child, and I have a preſentime nt 
that my ſon will be captivated by her at firſt ſight.” 
Nothing could be more agreeable to all our family 
(faid I) than ſuch an alliance; but, my dear friend, 
candour obliges me to tell you, that I am afraid 
Liddy's heart 18 not wholly diſengaged — there is 
| | « 2 curſed 
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* a curſed obſtacle ——” “ You mean the youn 
* ſtroller at Glouceſter (ſaid he) — You are forpriſed 
* that I ſhould know this circumſtance ; but you will 
„be more ſurpriſed when I tell you that ſtroller is no 
*« other than my ſon George Denniton — That was 
the character he aomed is his eclipſe. © I am, 
* indeed, aſtoniſned and overjoyed, (cried I) and 
„ thall be happy beyond expreſſion to ſee your pro- 
69 _ take effect.“ 

e then gave me to underſtand that the young 
gentleman, at his emerging from concealment, had 
diſcloſed his paſſion for Miſs Melford, the niece of 
Mr. Bramble of Monmouthſhire, Though Mr. 
Denniſon little dreamed that this was his old friend 
Matthew Loyd, he nevertheleſs furniſhed his fon with 
proper credentials, and he had been at Bath, London, 
and many other places in queſt of us, to make him- 
ſelf and his pretenſions known — The bad ſucceſs of 
his enquiry had ſuch an effect upon his ſpirits, that 
immediately at his return he was ſeized with a dan- 
gerous fever, which overwhelmed his parents with 
terror and affliftion ; hut he was now happily reco- 
vered, though ſtill weak and diſconſolate. My nephew 
joining us in our walk, I informed him of thele cir- 
cumſtances, with which he was wenderfully pleaied. 
He declared he would promote the match to the ut- 
moſt of his power, and, that he longed to embrace 
young Mr. Denniſon as his friend and brother. — 
Mean while, the father went to deſire his wife to 
communicate this diſcovery gradually to Liddy, that 
her delicate nerves might not ſuffer too ſudden a ſhock ; 
and I imparted the particulars to my filter Tabby, 
who expreſſed ſome ſurprize, not altogether unmixed, 
I believe, with an emotion af envy ; for, though ſhe 
could have no objection to an alliance at once ſo ho- 
nourable and advantageous, ſhe heſitated in giving 
her conſent, on pretence of the youth and inexperience 
of the parties : at length, however, ſhe acquicſced, in 
conſequence of having conſulted with captain Liſma- 
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Mr, Denniſon took care to be in the way when his 
ſon arrived at the gate, and, without giving him time 
or opportunity to make any enquiry about the ſtrangers, 
brought him up ſtairs to be preſented to Mr. Loyd 
and his family — The firſt perſon he ſaw, when he 
entered the room, was Liddy, who, notwithftanding 
all her preparation, ſtood - trembling in the utmoſt con- 
fuſion — At fight of this object he was fixed motion- 
leſs to the floor, and, gazing at her with the utmoſt 
eagerneſs of aſtoniſhment, exclaimed, “ Sacred hea- 
ven! what is this! — ha! wherefore — Here his 
ſpeech failing, he ſtood ſtraining his eyes, in the moſt 
emphatic ſilence —— ** George (ſaid his father) this 
« is my friend Mr. Loyd.” Rouſed at this intima- 
tion, he turned and received my ſalute, when I faid, 
« Young gentleman, if you had truſted me with your 
te ſecret at our laſt meeting, we ſhould have parted 
© upon better terms.“ Before he could make any 
anſwer, Jerry came round and ſtood before him with 
open arms. — At firſt, he ſtarted and changed colour ; 
but after a ſhort pauſe, he ruſhed into his embrace, 
and they hugged one another as if they had been in- 
timate friends from their infancy : then he payed his 
reſpets to Mrs. Tabitha, and advancing to Liddy, 
« Is it poſſible, (cried he) that my ſe:.ſes do not play 
« me falſe! That I ſee Miſs Melford under my 
« father's roof — that I am permitted to ſpeak to her 
« without giving offence and that her relations 
&« have honoured me with their countenance and pro- 
cc tection.” Liddy bluſhed, and trembled, and faul- 
tered 6 To be ſure, fir, (faid the) it is a very 
t ſurpriſing circumſtance —— a great —— a provi- 
<« dential I really know not what I ſay —— 
ec _ I beg you will think I have ſaid what's agree- 
able.“ WO: 

Mrs. Denniſon interpoſing ſaid, “ Compoſe your- 
te ſelves, my dear children. Your mutual hap- 


* pineſs ſhall be 1 37 care.“ The ſon going 
iſled one hand; my niece bathed 
the 
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the other with her tears; and the good lady preſſed 
them both in their turns to her breaſt — The lovers 
were too much affected to get rid of their embaxrafſ- 
ment for one day; but the ſcene was much enlivened 
by the arrival of Jack Wilſon, who brought, as 
uſual, ſome game of his own killing — His honeſt 
countenance was a good letter of recommendation, 
— I received him like a dear friend after a long ſe- 
paration ; and I could not help wondering to fee him 
ſhake Jerry by the hand as an old acquaintance.— 
They had, indeed, been acquainted ſome days, in 
conſequence of a diverting incident, which I ſhall ex- 
plain at meeting. That ſame night a conſultation 
was held upon the concerns of the lovers, when the 
match was formally agreed to, and all the marriage- 
articles were ſettled without the leaſt diſpute. — My 
nephew and I promiſed to make Liddy's fortune five 
thouſand pounds. Mr. Denniſon declared, he would 
make over one half of his eſtate immediately to his ſon, 
and that his daughter-in-law ſhould be ſecured in a 
jointure of four hundred. Tabby propoſed, that, 
conſidering their y-uth, they ſhould undergo one year 
at leaſt of probation before the indiſſoluble knot 
ſhould be tied ; but the young gentleman being very 
impatient and importunate, and the ſcheme implying 
that the young couple ſhould live in the houſe, under 
the wings of his parents, we reſolved to make them 
happy without further delay. 

As the law requires that the parties ſhould be ſome 
weeks reſident in the pariſh, we ſhall ſtay here till the 
ceremony is performed. — Mr. Liſmahago requeſts 
that he may take the benefit of the ſame occaſion ; ſo 
that next Sunday the banns will be publiſhed for all 
four together. — I doubt, I ſhall not be able to paſs 
my Chiiſtmas with you at Brambleton-hall. — In- 
deed, I am fo agreeably ſituated in this place, that I 
have no deſire to ſhift my quarters; and I foreſee, 
that When the day of ſeparation comes, there will be 
abundance of ſorrow on all ſides. In the mean time, 
we muſt make the moſt of thoſe bleſſings which Heae 
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ven beſtows. — Conſidering how you are tethered by 
pour profeſſion, I cannot hope to ſee you ſo far from 

me; yet the diſtance does not exceed a ſummer's- 
days's journey, and Charles Denniſon, who deſires to 
be remembered to you, would be rejoiced to ſee his 
old compotator ; but as I am now ſtationary, I expect 
regular anſwers to the epiſtles of 


Yours invaiiably, 
OR. 11, | MATT. BRAMBLE, 
ECC 
To SX WATEIN PHILLIPS, BART. AT OXON, 
DEAR WAT, | 


EVERY day is now big with incidents and diſ- 
cove Young Mr. Denniſon proves to be no 
other than that identical perſon whom I have exe- 
crated ſo long under the name of Wilſon — He had 
eloped from college at Cambridge, to avoid a match 
that he deteſted, and acted in different parts of the 
country as a ſtroller, until the lady in queſtion made 
choice of a huſband for herſelf ; then he returned to 
his father, and diſcloſed his paſſion for Liddy which 
met with the approbation of his parents, though the 
father little imagined that Mr. Bramble was his old 
companion Matthew Loyd. The young gentleman, 
being empowered to make honourable propoſals to 
my uncle and me, had been in ſearch of us all over 
England, without effect; and he it was whom I had 
ſeen paſs on horſeback by the window of the inn, 
where I ſtood with my ſiſter, but he little dreamed 
that we were in the houſe—As for the real Mr. 
Wilſon, whom I called forth to combat, by miſtake, 
he is the neighbour and intimate friend of old Mr. 
Denniſon, and this connection had ſuggeſted to Wy 

on 
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real perſon and character of George Denniſon 
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ſon the idea of taking that name while he remained in 
obſcurity. 

You muſt eaſily conceive what pleaſure I muſt have 
ſelt on diſcovering that the honour of our family was 
in no danger from the conduct of a ſiſter, whom I love 
with uncommon affection ; that inſtead of debaſing her 
ſentiments and views fo a wretched ftroller, ſhe had 
really captivated the heart of a gentleman, her equal 
in rank and ſuperior in fortune; and that, as his pa- 
parents approved of his attachment, I was on the eve 
of acquiring a brother-in-law, fo worthy of my friend- 
ſhip and eſteem. George Denniſon is without all queſ- 
tion, one of the moſt accompliſhed young fellows in 
„ N His perſon is at once elegant and manly, 
and his underſtanding highly cultivated. Though his 
ſpirit is lofty, his heart is kind; and his manner fo 
engaging, as to command veneration and love, even 
from malice and indifference. When I weigh my own 
character with his, I am aſhamed to find myſelf fo 
light in the balance; but the compariſon excites no 
envy—1 propoſe him as a model for imitation—I have 
endeavoured to recommend myſelf to his friendſhip, 
and hope I have already found a place in his affec- 
tion. I am, however, mortified to refle& what fla- 
grant injuſtice we every day commit, and what abſurd 
judgment we form, in viewing objects through the 
falſifying medium of prejudice and paſſion. Had you 
aſked me a few days ago, the picture of Wilſon the 
player, I ſhould have ; ha a portrait very unlike the 


Without all doubt, the greateſt advantage acquired in 
travelling and peruſing mankind in the original, is that 
of diſpelling thoſe ſhameful clouds that darken the fa- 
cuties of the mind, preventing it from judging with 
candour and preciſion. 

The real Wilſon is a great original, and the beſt 
tempered, companionable man I ever knew—l queſtion 
if ever he was angry or low ſpirited in his life. He 
makes no 44 to letters; but he is an adept 
in every thing elſe that can be either uſeful or entertain- 


ing. 
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ing. Among other qualifications, he is a complete 
ſpoctſman, and counted the beſt ſhot in the country. 
He and Dennifon, and Liſmahago and I, attended by 
_ Clinker, went a ſhoeting yeſterday, and made great 
havock among the partridges—Tom-orrow we ſhall 
take the field again the woodeocks and ſnipes. In 
the evening we dance and ſing, or play at commeree, 
loo and quadrille. 

Mr. Denniſon is an elegant poet, and has written 
ſome detached pieces on the ſubje& of his paſſion for 
Liddy, which muſt be very flattering to the vanity of 
a young woman—Perhaps he is one of the greateft 
theatrical geniuſes that ever appeared. He ſometimes 
entertains us. with reciting favourite ſpeeches from our 
beſt plays, We are refolved to convert the great hall 
Into a theatre, and get up the Beaux Stratagem with- 
out delay—I think 1 ſhall make no contemptible figure 
in the character of Scrub; and Liſmahago will be very 
great in Captain Gibbet. Wilſon undertakes to enter- 
tain the country people with Harlequin Skeleton, for 
z he has got a jacket ready painted with his own 

and, 

Our ſociety is really enchanting. Even the ſeverity 
of Liſmahago relaxes, and the vinegar of Mrs. Tabby 
is remarkably dulcified ever ſince it was agreed that 
ſhe ſhould take precedency of her niece in being firſt 
nooſed: for you muſt know, the day is fixed for 
Liddy's marriage; and the banns for both couples have 
been already once publiſhed in the pariſh church. 

e captain earneſtly begged that one trouble might 
ſerve for all, and Tabitha aſſented with a vile affeCta- 
tion of reluctance. Her inamarato, who came hither 
very ſlenderly equipt, has ſent for his baggage to Lon- 
don, which, in all probability, will not arrive in time 
for the wedding; but it is of no great conſequence, 
as every thing is to be tranſacted with the utmoſt pri- 
 vacy—Meanwhile directions are given for making 
out the contracts of marriage, which are very favourable 
for both females : Liddy will be ſecured in a good 
jointure z and her aunt will remain miſtreſs of her own 

| | | fortune, 
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fortune, except one half of the intereſt which her huſ- 
band ſhall have a right to enjoy for his natural life: 
I think this is as little in conſcience as can be done for 
a man who yokes with ſuch a partner for life, 

Theſe expectations ſeem to be ſo happy, that if Mr, 
Denniſon had an agreeable daughter, I believe, I ſhould 
be for making the third couple in this country dance. 
The humour ſeems to be infectious; for Clinker, alias 
Loyd, has a month's mind to play the fool, in the 
ſame faſhion, with Mrs. Winifrid Jenkins. He has even 
ſounded me on the ſubje&t ; but I have given him no 
encouragement to proſecute this ſcheine I told bim I 
thought he might do better, as there was no engagement 
nor promiſe ſubſiſting ; that I did not know what deſigns 
my uncle might have formed for his advantage; but I 
was of opinion, that he ſhould not, at preſent cun the 
riſque of diſobliging him by any premature application 
of this nature—Honeſt Humphry proteſted, be would 
ſuffer death ſooner than do or ſay any thing that ſhould 
give offence to the ſquire; but he owned he had a 

indneſs for the young woman, and had reaſon to 
think ſhe looked upon him with a favourable eye; 
that he conſidered this mutual manifeſtation of good 
will, as an engagement underſtood, which ought to be 
binding to the conſcience of an honeſt man; and he 
hoped the ſquire and I would be of the ſame opinion, 
when we ſhoutd be at leiſure to beſtow any thought 
about the matter I believe he is in the right; and 
we ſhall find time to take his caſe into confideration— 
You ſee we are fixed for ſome weeks at leaſt, and as 
you have had a leng reſpite, I hope you will begin 
immediately to diſcharge the arrears due to 


Your affeRionate, 


OR. 14. | J. MeirorD. 


* 
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To Miss LXTITIA WILLIS, AT GLOUCESTER. 


MY DEAR, DEAR LETTY, 


NEVER did I fit down to write in ſuch agitation 
as 1 now feel—In the coutſe of a few days, we have met 
with a number of incidents ſo wonderful and intereſting, 
that all my ideas are thrown into confuſion and perplex- 
ity—You muſt not expect either method or coherence in 

at I am going to relate—my deareſt Willis. Since 
my laſt, the aſpe& of affairs is totally changed! and ſo 
changed !——but, I would fain give you a regular de- 
tail—In paſſing a river, about eight days ago, our 
coach was overturned, and ſome of us narrowly eſcap- 
ed with life—My uncle had well nigh periſhed 0 
Heaven, I cannot refle& upon that circumſtance with- 
out horror ſhould have loſt my beſt friend, my 
father and protector, but for the reſolution and acti- 
vity of his ſervant Humphry Clinker, whom Provi- 
dence really ſeems to have placed near him for the ne- 
ceſſity of this occaſion.— I would not be thought fu- 
perſtitious ; but ſurely he ated from a ftronger im- 
pulſe than common fidelity —Was it not the voice of 
nature that loudly called upon him to fave the life of 
his own father ? for, O Letty, it was diſcovered that 
Humphry Clinker was my uncle's natural fon. 

Almoſt at the ſame inſtant, a gentleman, who came 
to offer us his aſſiſtance, and invite us to his houſe, 
turned out to be a very old friend of Mr. Bramble—His 
name is Mr. Denniſon, one of the worthieft men living ; 
and his lady is a perfect ſaint upon earth. They have 
an only ſon—who do you think is this only fon ?— 
O Letty O gracious heaven! how my heart palpi- 
- tates, when I tell you that this only fon of Mr. Den- 
niſon, is that very identical youth who, under the 
the name of Wilſon, has made ſuch ravage in my 
heart — Ves, my dear friend! Wilſon and I are now 


lodged 
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lodged in the ſame houſe, and converſe together freely 
—His father approves of his ſentiments in my favour ; 
his mother loves me with all the tenderneſs of a pa- 
rent; my uncle, my aunt, and my brother, no longer 
oppoſe my inclinations—On the contrary, they have 
agreed to make us happy without delay; and in three 
weeks or a month, if no unforeſeen accident intervenes, 
your friend Lydia Melford, will have changed her name 
and condition —I fay, if no accident intervenes, be- 
cauſe ſuch a torrent of ſucceſs makes me tremble !— 
I wiſh there may not be ſomething treacherous in this 
ſudden reconciliation of fortune—l have no .merit—L[ 
have no title to ſuch felicity. Far from enjoying the 


proſpect that lies before me, my mind is haraſſed with 


a continued tumult, made vp of hopes and wiſhes, 
doubts and apprehenſions—I can neither eat nor ſleep, 
and my ſpirits are in perpetual flutter. —I more than 
ever feel that vacancy in my heart, which your pre- 
ſence alone can fill The mind, in every diſquiet, ſeeks 


to repoſe itſelf on the boſom of a friend; and this is 


ſuch a trial as I really know not how to ſupport with- 
out your company and counſel—I muſt therefore, 
dear Letty, put your friendſhip to the teſt -I muſt 
beg you will come and do the laſt offices of maiden- 
hood bo your companion Lydia Melford. 

This letter goes, encloſed in one to our worthy go- 
verneſs, from Mirs. Denniſon, entreating her to inter- 
poſe with your mamma, that you may be allowed 
to favour us with, your company on this occaſion z and 
T flatter myſelf that no material objection can be made to 
our requeſt — The diſtance from hence to Glouceſter, 
does not exceed one hundred miles, and the roads are 
good. Mr. Clinker, alias Loyd, ſhall be ſent over 
to attend your motions—If you ſtep into the poſt- 
chaiſe with your maid Betty Barker, at ſeven in the 
morning, you will arrive by four in the afternoon at 
the half-way houſe, where there is good accommodati- 
on. 'There you ſhall be met by my brother and my- 
ſelf, who will next day conduct you to this pew 

| where 
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where, I am ſure, you will find yourſelf perfectly at 
your eaſe in the midſt of an agreeable ſociety,—Dear 
Letty, I will take no refuſal—if you have any friend- 
ſhip—any humanity—you will come. —I deſire that 
immediate application may be made to your mamma ; 
and that the moment her permiſſion is obtained, you 
will appriſe 


Your ever faithful, 


Oct. 14. | LyDIA MELFoRD, 
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To Mrs. JERMYN, at her houſe in Glouceſter, 
DEAR MADAM, 


THOUGH I was not ſo fortunate as to be favoured 
with an anſwer to the letter with which I troubled you 
in the ſpring, I till flatter myſelf that you retain ſome 
regard for me and my concerns. I am ſure the care 
and tenderneſs with which I was treated, under your 
roof and tuition, demand the warmeſt returns of gra- 
titude and affection on my part, and theſe ſentiments, 
I hope, I ſhall cheriſh to my dying day At preſent, 
J think it my duty to make you acquainted with the 
happy iſſue of that indiſcretion by which I incurred 
your diſpleaſure. —Ah ! madam, the lighted Wilſon 
is metamorphoſed into George Denniſon, only ſon and 
heir of a gentleman whole character is ſecond to none 
in England, as you may underſtand upon enquiry. 
My guardians, my brother and I, are now in his houſe; 
and an immediate union of the two families is to take 
place in the perſons of the young gentleman and your 
poor Lydia Melford.—— You will eaſily conceive how 
embarraſſing this ſituation muſt be to a young inexpe- 


rienced creature like me, of weak nerves and ſtrong ap- 
prehenſions; and how much the preſence of a friend 
and confidante would encourage and ſupport me K 

8 this 
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this occaſion, You know that of all the young ladies, 
Miſs Willis was ſhe that poſſeſſed the greateſt ſhare of 
my confidence and affection; and, therefore, I fer- 
vently wiſh to have the happineſs of her company at 
this intereſting criſis. | 

Mrs. Denniſon, who is the object of univerſal love 
and eſteem, has, at my requeſt, written to you on this 
ſubject, and I now beg leave to reinforce her ſolicitation 
My dear Mrs. Jermyn ! my ever honoured gover- 
neſs! let me conjure you by that fondneſs which onee 
diſtinguiſhed your favourite Liddy! by that benevo- 
lence of heart which diſpoſes you to promote the hap- 
pineſs of your fellow creatures in general! lend a 
favourable ear to my petition, and uſe) your influence 
with Letty's mamma, that my moſt earneſt deſire may 
be gratified. Should I be indulged in this particular, 
I will engage to return her ſafe, and even to accompa- 
ny her to Glouceſter, where if you will give me leave, 
I will preſent to you under another name, 


Dear madam, 
Your moſt affectionate 
humble ſervant, 


and penitent, 
Oct. 14. 


LY DIA MELFORD, 
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To Mrs. Mary JoxEs, at Brambleton-hall. 
oO MARY JONES! MARY JONEs ! 


IL Have met with ſo many axidents, ſurpriſals, and 
terrifications, that I am in a parfeck fantigo, and be- 
lieve I ſhall never be my own ſelf again. Laſt week 
I was dragged out of a river like a drowned rat, and 
loſt a bran-new night-cap with a ſulfer ſtay- hook, 
that coſt me a good half-a-crown, and an odd ſhoe of 
green gallow'thonkey ; beſides wetting my cloaths and 
taring my ſmuck, and an vgly gaſh made in the 
back part of my thy, by the ſtump of a tree—to be 
ſure Mr, Clinker tuck me out of the cox; but he 
left me on my back in the water, to go to the ſquire; 
and I mought have had a watry grave, if a millar 
had not brought me to the dry land But, O ! what 
choppings and changes girl— The player man that 
came after miſs Liddy, and frightened me with a beard 
at Briſtol] Well, is now matthewmurphy'd into a fine 
young gentleman, fon and here of ſquire Dolliſon— 
We are all together in the fame houſe, and all par- 
ties have agreed to the match, and in a fortnite the 
ſurrymoney will be performed, | 

But this is not the only wedding we. are to have— 
Miſtreſs is reſolved to have the ſame frolick, in the 
naam of God ! Laſt Sunday in the pariſh crutch, it 
my own ars may be truſted, the clerk called the banes 
of marridge between Opaniah Laſhmehego, and Tapi- 
tha Bramble, ſpinſter; he mought as well have called 
her inkle-weaver, for the naver ſpun a hank of yarn 
in her life——Young ſquire Dolliſon and miſs Liddy 
made the ſecond kipple; and there might have been a 
turd, but times are.changed with Mr. Clinker O,. 


Molly! what do'ſt think? Mr. Clinker is found to be 
a pye- blow of our own ſquire, and his rite naam 23 
can 


be) . 


Mr. Mathew Loyd (thof God he noſe how that 
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be); and he is now out of Livery, and wares 
rufles—but I knew him when he was out at clbows, 
and had not a rag to kiver his piſtereroes; ſo he 
need not hold his head ſo high—He is for ſartain very 
umble and compleafant, and purteſts as how he has 
the ſame regard as before; but that he is no longer his 
own maſter, and cannot portend to marry without the 
*ſquire's conſent——He ſays we mult wait with patience, 
and truſt to Providence, and ſuch nonſenie—But if fo 
be as how his regard be the ſame, why ſtand hilly 
ſhally? Why not ſtrike while the iron is hot, and 
ſpeak to the *ſquire without loſs of time? - What ſub- 
jection can the ſquire make to our coming together? 
—Thof my father wan't a gentleman,, my mother was 
an honeſt woman — I didn't come on the wrong fide of 
the blanket, girl—My parents were married according 
to the rights of holy mother crutch, in ue face of 
men and angels—Mark that, Mary Jones. 

Mr. Clinker (Loyd I would ſay) had beſt look to 
his tacle—There be other chaps in the market, as the 
ſaying is What would he fay if I ſhould except 
the ſoot and farvice of the young ſquire's valley? Mr. 

achappy is a gentleman born, and has been abroad 
in the wars—— He has a world of buck larning, and 
ſpeaks French, and Ditch, and Scotch, and all man- 
ner of outlandiſh lingos ; to be ſure he's a little worſe 
for the ware, and is much given to drink; but then 
he's good-tempered in his liquor, and a prudent wo- 
man mought wind him about her finger—But I have 
no thoughts of him, I'll aſſure you I ſcorn for to 
do, or to ſay, or to think any thing that mought give 
umbreech to Mr. Loyd, without furder occaſion But 
then I have ſuch vapours, Molly—I fit and cry by 
myſelf, and take aſs of etida, and ſmill to burnt fea- 
thers, and kindal-ſnuffs; and I pray conſtantly for 
greaſe, that I may have a glimpſe of the new-light, 
to ſhew me the way through this wretched veil of tares 
—— And yet I want for nothing in this family of love, 
where every ſole is ſo kind and fo courteous, that wan 

NM 2 would 
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would think they are ſo many faints in heaven. Deat 


Molly, I recommend myſelf to your prayers, being» 
with my ſarvice to Saul, | 


your ever loving, 
and diſcounſelled friend, 
Oct. 14. Win. JEnKiNs, 
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G To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR DICK, 


YOU cannot imagine what pleaſure I have in ſeeing 
your hand writing, after ſuch a long ceſſation on your 
ſide of our correſpondence Yet, Heaven knows I 
have often ſeen your hand-writing with diſguſt—I mean 
when it appeared in abbreviations of apothecary's Latin 
I like your hint of making intereſt for the reverſion 
of the collector's place, for Mr. Liſmahago, who it 
much pleaſed with the ſcheme, and preſents you with 
his compliments and beſt thanks for thinking ſo kind of 
his concerns—The man ſeems to mend, upon further 
acquaintance. That harſh reſerve, which formed a 
A werbe huſk about his character, begins to peel 
off in the courſe of our communication—I have great 
hopes that he and Tabby will be as happily yon as 
any two draught animals in the kingdom ; and I make 
no doubt, but that he will prove a valuable acquiſi- 
tion to our little ſociety, in the article of converſation, 
by the fire · ſide in winter. 

Your objection to my paſſing this ſeaſon of . the year 
at ſuch a diſtance from home, would have more weight 
if I did not find myſelf perfectly at my eafe where J 
am; and my health ſo much improved, that I am diſ- 
poſed t bid defiance io gout and rheumatiſm—I begin 
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to think I have put myſelf on the ſuperannuated lift too 
ſoon, and abſurdly fought for health in the retreats of 
lazineſs —I am perſuaded that all valetudinarians are 
too ſedentary, too regular, and too cautious - We 
ſhould ſometimes increaſe the motion of rhe machine, 
to unclog the wheels of life; and now and then take 
a plunge amidſt the waves of exceſs, in order to caſe- 
harden the conſtitution. I have even found a change 
of company as neceſſary as a change of air, to pro- 
mote a vigorous circulation of the ſpirits, which is the 
very eſſence and criterion of good health. 

Since my laſt, I have been performing the duties of 


| friendſhip, that required a great deal of exerciſe, from 


which I hope to deri'e ſome nr wage ig 
by the greateſt accideni in the world, that Mr. Bay- 
nard's wife was dange: onfly ill of a pleuritic fever, 
I borrowed Denniſon's poſt-chaiſe, and went a-croſe 


the country to his habitation, attended only by Loyd 


(quandom Clinker) on hurſeback.—As the diftance is 
not above thirty miles, 1 arrived about four in the 
afternvon, and ineeting the phyſician at the door, was 
informed that his patient had juſt expired—TI was in- 
ſtantly ſeized with a violent emotion, but it was not 
grief.—The family being in confuſion, I ran up ſtairs 
into the chamber, where, indeed, they were all afſem- 
bled—The aunt ſtood wringing her hands in a kind 
of ſtupefaction of ſorrow, but my friend acted all the 
extravagancies of affliction— He held the body in his 
arms, and poured forth ſuch a lamentation, that one 


would have thought he had loſt the moſt amiable con- 


ſort and valuable companion upon earth. 

Affection may certainly exif independent of eſteem ; 
nay, the ſame object may be lovely in one reſpet, and 
deteſtable in another—The mind has a ſurpriſing facul- 
ty of accommodating, and even attaching itſelf, in 
ſich a manner, by dint of uſe, to things that are in 
their own nature diſagreeable, and even pernicious, that 
it cannot bear to be delivered from them without re- 
luctance and regret. Baynard was ſo abſorbed in his 
delirium, that he did not perceive me when I entered, 
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and deſired one of the women to conduct the aunt into 
her own chamber ——Act the ſame time, I begged thx 
tutor to withdraw the boy, who ſtood gaping in a 
corner very little affected with the diltreſs of the ſcene 
— Theſe ? the being taken, I waited till the brit vio- 
lence of my friend's tranſport was abated, then diſen- 

ged him gently from the melancholy object, and led 

im by the hand into another apartment; though he 
{ſtruggled ſo hard, that I was obliged to have recourſe 
to the aſſiſtance of his valet de chambre.—In a few 
minutes, however, he recollected himſelf, and folding 
me in his arms, „ T ns (cried he) is a friendly office, 
« indeed !—I know not how you came hither; but, I 
6% think, Heayen ſent you to prevent my going dil 
tc trated. —O Matthew! I have loſt my dear Harriet! 
% —my poor, gentle, tender, creature, that loved me 
« with ſuch warmth and puiity of affection— my 
& conſtant companion of twenty years !—-She's gone -- 
© ſhe's gone fur ever! Heaven and earth! where 1s 
„ ſhe ?—Death ſnall not part us!” 

So ſaying he ſtarted up, and, could hardly be with- 
held from returning to the ſcene we had quitted—You 
will perceive it would have bcen very abſurd for me to 
argue with a man that talked fo madly—On all ſuch 
occaſions, the firſt torrent of paſhon muſt be allowed 
to ſublide gradually.—I endeavoured to beguile his at- 
tention by ſtarting little hints and inſinuating other ob- 


pre of diſcourſe imperceptibly; and being exceeding- 
y pleaſed in my own mind at this event, I exerted my- 
a Fi ſuch an extraordinary flow of ſpirits as was 
attended with ſucceſs. —In a ew hours, he was calm 
enough to hear reaſon, and even to own that heaven could 
not have interpoſed more effectually to reſcue him from 
diſgrace and ruin.—That he might not, however, re- 
Japie into weakneſſes for want of company, I paſſed 
the nicht in his chamber, in a little tent bed brought 
thith-r on purpoſe ; and well it was I took this pre- 
caution, for he ſtarted up in bed ſeveral times, and 
would Live played the fool, if I had not been pre- 


ent. 
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Next day he was in a condition to talk of buſj- 
neſs, and veſted me with full authority over his houſ- 
hold, which I began to exerciſe without loſs of time, 
tho" not before he knew and approved of the ſcheme I 
had projected for his advantage. —He would have quit- 
ted the houſe immediately ; but this retreat I oppoſed. 
— Far from encouraging a temporary diſguſt, which 
might degenerate into an habitual averſion, I reſolved, 
if poſſible, to attach him more than ever to his Houſ- 
hold Gods.—1 gave directions for the funeral to be as 
private as was conſiſtent with decency ; J wrote to Lon- 
don, that an inventory and eftimate might be made of 
the furniture and effects in his town houle, and gave 
notice to the landlord, that Mr. Baynard ſhould quit 
the premiſſes at Lady-day ; I ſet a perſon at work to 
take an account of every thing in the country houſe, 
including horles, carriages, and harneſs; I lettled the 
young gentleman at a boarding-ſchool, kept by a clergy- 
man in the neighbourhood, and thither he went with- 
out reluctance, as ſoon as he knew that he was to betrou- 
bled ne more with his tutor, whom we diſmiſſed.— The 
aunt continued very fullen, and never appeared at table, 
though Mr. Baynard paid his reſpects to her every day 
in her own chamber; theie alſo ſhe held conferences 
with the waiting-woman and other ſervants of the fa- 
mily; but the moment her niece was interne, ſhe 
went away in a poſt- chaiſe prepared for that purpoſe : 
ſhe did not leave the houſe, however, without giving 
Mr. Baynard to underſtand, that the wardrobe of her 
niece was the perquiſite of her woman; accordingly 
that worthleſs drab received all the cloaths, laces, and 
linen of her deceaſed miſtreſs, to the value of five hun- 
dred pounds, at a moderate computation. 

The next Rep I took was to diſband that legion of 
ſupernumerary domeſtics, who had preyed fo long up- 
on the vitals of my friend: a parcel of 1dle drones, 
ſo intolerably inſolent, that they even treated their own 
maſtet with the moſt contemptuous negle&t. They had 
been generally hired by his wife, according to the re» 

com- 
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commendation of her woman, and theſe were the only 
patrons to whom they paid the leaſt deference. I had 
therefore uncommon fatisfaCtion in clearing the houſe 
of thoſe vermin. The woman of the deceaſed, and a 
chambermaid, a valet de chambre, a butler, a French 
cook, a maſter gardener, two footmen, and a coachman, 
I payed off, and turned out of tbe houſe immediateiy, 
paying to each a month's wages in lieu of warning, 
Thoſe whom I retained, conſiſted of a female cook, 
who had been aſſiſtant to the Frenchman, a houſe-maid, 
an old lacquey, a poſtilion, and under gardener. Thus 
I removed at once a huge mountain of expence and 
eare from the ſhoulders of my friend, who could hard- 
ly believe the evidence of his own ſenſes, when he 
tound himſelf ſo ſuddenly and ſo effectually relieyed, 
His heart, however, was ſtill ſubject to vibrations of 
tenderneſs, which returned at certain intervals, ex- 
torting ſighs and tears, and exclamations of grief and 
impaticnce; but theſe fits grew every day leſs violent 
and leſs frequent, till at length his reaſon ob- 
tained a complete victory over the infirmities of his 
nature. 

Upon an accurate inquiry into the ſtate of his affairs, 
I find his debts amount to twenty thouſand pounds, for 
eighteen thouſand pounds of which ſum his eſtate is mort- 
gaged ; and as he pays five per cent. intereſt, and ſome 
.of his farms are unoccupied, he does not receive above 
two hundred pounds a year clear from his Jands, over 
and above the intereſt of his wife's fortune, which 
produced eight hundred pounds annually. For light- 
ening this heavy burden, I deviſed the following expe- 
dient.— His wife's jewels, together with his ſuperfluous 
plate and furniture in both houſes, his horſes and car- 
riages, which are already advertiſed to be ſold by auc- 
tion, will, according to the eſtimate, produce two 
thouſand five hundred pounds in ready money, with 
which the debt will be immediately reduced to eighteen 
thouſand pounds—1I have undertaken to find him ten 
thouſand pounds at four per cent. by which means he will 
ſaye one hundred a year in the article of intereſt, and 
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perhaps we ſhall be able to borrow the other eight thou- 
ſand on the ſame terms. According to his own ſcheme 
of a country life, he ſays he can Fre comfortably for 
three hundred pounds a year ; but as he has a fon to 
educate, we will allow him five hundred ; then there 
will be an accumulating fund of ſeven hundred a- 
year, principal and intereſt, to pay off the incumbrance; 
and, I think, we may modeſtly add three hundred, on 
the preſumption of new-leaſing and improving the va- 
cant farms; ſo that in a couple of years, I ſuppoſe 
there will be above n thouſand a-year appropriated to 
I:quidate a debt of ſixteen — | 

We forthwith began to claſs and ſet apart the articles 
deſigned for ſale, under the direction of an upholder 
from London; and, that nobody in the houſe might 
be idle, commenced our reformation without doors, as 
well as within. With Baynard's good leave, I ordered 
the gardener to turn the rivulet into its old channel, 
to refreſh the fainting Naiads, who had ſo long lan- 
guiſhed among mouldering roots, withered leaves and 
dry pebbles. —The ſhrubbery is condemned to extir- 
p tion; and the pleaſure ground will be reſtored to 
us original uſe of corn- field and paſture, Orders are 
given for rebuilding the walls of the garden at the 
back of the houſe, and for planting clumps of firs, 
intermingled with beech and 'cheſnut, at the eaſt end, 
which is now quite expoſed to the ſurly blaſts that come 
from that quarter. All theſe works being actually 
begun and the houſe and auttion left to the care and 
management of a reputable attorney, I brought Bay- 
nard along with me in the chaiſe, and made him ac- 
quainted with Denniſon, whoſe goodneſs of heart 


would not fail to engage his eſteem and affection.— 


He is indeed charmed with our ſociety in general, and 
declares that he never ſaw the theory of true pleaſure 
reduced to practice before. —I really believe it would not 
be an eaſy taſk to find ſuch a number of individuals af- 
ſembled under one roof, more happy than we are at 
preſent, 

I muſt 
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I muſt tell you, however, in confidence, I ſuſpe& 
Tabby of tergiverſation.—I have been ſo long accuſ- 
tomed to that original, that I know all the caprices of 
her heart, and can often perceive her deſigns while 
they are yet in embrys—She attached herſelf to Liſma- 
hago for no other reaſon but that ſhe deſpaired of 
making a more agreeable conqueſt.— At preſent, if I 
am not much miſtaken in my obſervation, ſhe would 
gladly convert the widowhood of Baynard to her own 
advantage Since he arrived, ſhe has behaved very 
coldly to the captain, and ftrove to faſten on the other's 
heart, with the hooks of overſtrained civility.—Theſe 
mult be the inſtinctive efforts of her conſtitution, ra- 
ther than the effects of any deliberate deſign; for mat- 
ters are carfied to ſuch a length with the lieutenant, 
that ſhe could not retrat with any regard to conſcience 
or reputation. Beſides, ſhe will meet with nothing 
but indifference or averſion on the fide of Baynard, 
who has too much ſenſe to think of ſech a partner at 
any time, and too much delicacy to admit a thought 
of any ſuch connexion at the preſent juncture 

Meanwhile, I have prevailed upon her to let him have 
four thouſand pounds at four per cent. towards pay- 
ing off his mortgage. Young Denniſon has agreed 
that Liddy's fortune ſhall be appropriated to the ſame 
purpoſe, on the ſame terms. — His father will ſel] out 
three thouſand pounds ſtock for his accommodation.— 
Farmer Bland has at the defire of Wilſon, undertaken 
for two thouſand ; and I muſt make an effort to ad- 
vance what further will be required to take my friend 
out of the hands of the Philiſtines. He is ſo pleaſed 
with the improvements made on this eſtate, which is all 
cultivated like a garden, that he has entered himſelf as 
a a pupil in farming to Mr. Denniſon, and refolved to 

attach himſelf wholly. to the practice of huſbandry. 
Every thing is now prepared for our double wed- 
ding. The marriage-articles for both couples are 
drawn and executed; and the ceremony only waits 
until the parties ſhall have been reſident in the pariſh 
the term preſcribed by law, Young Denniſon * 
oine 
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ſome ſymptoms of impatience; but Liſmahago bears 
this E . delay with the temper of a philoſopher.—- 
You muſt know, the captain does not ſtand altogether 
6n the foundation of perſonal merit. Befides his half- 

ay, amounting to two and forty pounds a year, this 
indefatigable œconomiſt has amaſſed eight hundred 
pounds, which he has ſecured in the funds, This 
ſum ariſes partly from his pay's running up while he 
remained among the Indians; partly from what he 
received as a conſideration for the difference between 
his full appointment and the half-pay, to which he is 
now reſtricted; and partly from the profits of a little 
traffic he drove in peltry, during his ſachemſhip among 
the Miamis. 

Liddy's fears and perplexities have been much aſ- 
ſuaged by the company of one Miſs Willis, who had 
been her intimate companion at the boarding-ſchool. 
Her parents had been earneſtly ſolicited to allow her 
making this friendly viſit on ſuch an extraordinary oc- 
caſion; and two days ago ſhe arrived with her mother, 
who did not chooſe that ſhe ſhould come without a 
proger governante, The young lady is very ſprightly, 


handſome, and agreeable, and the mother a mighty 


good ſort of a woman; ſo that their coming adds con- 
liderably to our enjoyment. But we ſhall have a third 
couple yoked in the matrimonial chain, Mr. Clinker 
Loyd has made humble remonſtrance, through the ca- 
nal of my nephew, ſetting forth the ſincere love and 
affection mutually ſubſiſting between him and Mrs. 
Winifred Jenkins, and praying my conſent to their 
coming together for life. I would have wiſhed that 
Mr. Clinker had kept out of this ſcrape ; but as the 
nymph's happineſs is at ſtake, and ſhe has had already 
ſome fits in the way of deſpondence, I, in order to 
prevent any tragical cataſtrophe, have given him leave 


to play the fool, in imitation of his betters; and I 


ſuppoſe in time we ſhall have a whole litter of his pro- 
geny at Brambleton-hall. The fellow is ſtout and 
luſty, very ſober and conſcientious ; and the wench 
ſeems to be as great an enthuſiaſt in love as in 8 R 
WI 


216 Tux EXPEDITION or 
I wiſh you would think of employing him ſome 
other way, that the pariſh might not be overſtocked— 
ow know he has been bred a farrier, conſequently be- 
4 to the faculty; and as he is very docile, I make 
no doubt, with your good inſtruction, he may be, in 
a little time, qualified to act as a Welch apothecary. 
Tabby who never did a favour with a good grace, has 
conſented, with great reluctance, to this match. Per- 
haps it hurts her pride, as ſhe now conſiders Clinker, 
in the light of a relation; but, I believe, her objecti- 
ons are of a more ſelfiſh nature. She declares ſhe 
cannot think of retaining the wife of Matthew Loyd 
in the character of a ſervant ; and ſhe foreſees, that on 
ſuch an occaſion the woman will expect ſome gratifica- 
tion for her paſt ſervices. As for Clinker, excluſive of 
other conſiderations, he is fo truſty, brave, affection · 
ate and alert, and I owe him ſuch perſonal obligations, 
that he merits more than all the indulgence that can 
poſſibly be ſhewn him, by 


Yours, 


Ot, 26. MATT. BRAMBLE, 
NN N N N. N NN M . , „. NN NN SES 
To Sir WATxXIN PHILLIP S, Bart. at Oxon. 


DEAR KNIGHT, 


THE fatal knots are now tied. The comedy is 
near a cloſe; and the curtain is ready to drop: but, 
the latter ſcenes of this a& I ſhall recapitulate in or- 
der.—About a fortnight ago, my uncle made an ex- 
curſion acroſs the country, and brought hither a par- 
ticular friend, one Mr. Baynard, who has juſt loſt his 
wife and was for ſome time diſconſolate, though by 
all accounts he had much more cauſe for joy than ſor- 
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row at this event. — His countenance, however, clears 
up a pace; and he appears to be a perſon of rare ac- 
compliſhments.—But, we have received another ſtill 
more agreeable reinforcement to our company, by the 
arrival of Miſs Willis from Glouceſter. She was 
Liddy's boſom friend at the boarding-ſchool, and 
being earneſtly ſolicited to aſſiſt at the nuptials, her 
mother was ſo obliging as to grant my ſiſter's requeſt, 
and even to come with her in perſon. Liddy, accom- 
panied by George Denniſon and me, gave them the 
meeting half-way, and next day conducted them hi- 
ther in ſafety. Miſs Willis is a charming girl, and, 
in point of diſpoſition, an agreeable contraſt to my 
ſiſter, who is rather too grave and ſentimental for m 
turn of mind—The other is gay, frank, a little gid- 
dy, and always good-humoured. She has, moreover, 
a genteel fortune, is well born, and remarkably hand- 
ſome, —— Ah Phillips! if theſe qualities were perma- 
nent if her humour would never change, nor her 
beauties decay, what efforts would I not make—But 
theſe are idle refletions—ppy deſtiny mutt one day be 
fulfilled. | 

At preſent we paſs the time as agreeably as we can. 
—We have got up ſeveral] farces, which afforded un- 
ſpeakable entertainment by the effects they produced 
among the country people, who are admitted to all 
our exhibitions.— Two nights ago, Jack Wilſon ac- 
quired great applauſe in Harlequin Skeleton, and Liſ- 
mahago ſurprized us all in the character of Pierot.— 
His long lank fides, and ſtrong marked features were 
all peculiarly adapted to his part. —He appeared with 
a ludicrous ſtare, from which he had diſcharged all 
meaning: he adopted the impreſſions of fear and 
amazement. {o naturally, that many of the audience 
were infected by his looks; but when the ſkeleton held 
him in chate, his horror became molt divertingly pic- 
tureſque, and ſeemed to endow him with ſuch præter- 
natural agility as confounded all the ſpectators, It 
was a lively repreſentation of Death in purſuit of Con- 
ſumption, and had ſuch an effect upon the common l- 
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ty, that ſome of them ſhrieked aloud, and others ran 
out of the hall in the utmoſt conſternation. 

This is not the only inſtance in which the lieutenant 
has already excited our wonder. His temper, which 
had been ſoured and ſhrivelled by diſappointment and 
chagrin, is now ſwelled out, and ſmoothed like a raſin 
in plum- porridge. From being reſerved and puyctili- 
ous, he is become eaſy and obliging. He cracks — 
laughs and banters, with the moſt facetious familiari- 
ty; and, in a word, enters into all our ſchemes of 
merriment and paſtime— The other day his baggage 
arrived in the waggon from London, contained in two 
large trunks and a long deal box not unlike a coffin, 
The trunks were filled with his wardrobe, which he 
diſplayed for the entertainment of the company, and 
he freely owned, that it conſiſted chiefly of the 9pima 
ſpolia taken in battle, What he ſelefted for his wed- 
ding ſvit, was a tarniſhed white cloth faced with blue 
velvet, embroidered with filver ; but, he valued him- 
ſelf moſt upon a tye-periwig, in which he had made 
his firſt appearance as a lawyer above thirty years ago. 
This A e had been in buckle ever ſince, and now 
all the ſervants in the family were employed to frizz it 
out for the occaſion, which was yeſterday celebrated at 
the pariſh church. George Denniſon and his bride 
were diſtinguiſhed by nothing extraordinary in their 
apparel, His eyes lightened with eagerneſs and joy, 
and ſhe trembled with coyneſs and confuſion, My 
uncle gave her away, and her friend Willis ſupported 
her during the ceremony. | 

But my aunt and her paramour took the pas, and 
formed, indeed, ſuch a pair of originals, as, I be- 
lieve, all England could not parallel. She was dreſ- 
ſed in the ſtile of 1739; and the day being cold, put 
on a mantle of green velvet laced with gold: 26 
this was taken off by the bridegroom, who threw over 
her ſhoulders a fur cloak of American fables, valued 
at four ſcore guineas, a preſent equally agreeable and 
unexpected. Thus accoutred, ſhe was led up to the 
altar by Mr. Denniſon, who did the office of * fa- 
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ther : Liſmahago advanced in the military ſtep with 
his French coat reaching no farther than the middle of 
his thigh, his campaign wig that ſurpaſſes all deſerip- 
tion, and a languiſhing leer upon his countenance, in 
which there ſcemed to be ſomething arch and jronical, 
The ring which he put upon her finger, he had con- 
cealed till the moment it was uſed, He now produced 
it with an air of ſelf. complacency. It was a curious 
antique, ſet with roſe diamonds: he told us afterwards, 
it had been in the family upwards of two hundred 
years, and was a preſent from his grand-mother, 
Theſe circumſtances agreeably flattered the pride of 
our aunt Tabitha, which had already found uncom- 
mon gratification in the captain's generoſity ; for he 
had, in the morning, preſented my uncle with a fine 
bear's ſkin, and a Spaniſh fowling-piece, and me with 
a caſe of piflols curiouſly mounted with ſilver. At 
the ſame time, he gave Mrs. Jenkins an Indian purſe, 
made of ſilk graſs, containing twenty crown pieces. 
You muſt know, this young lady with the aſſiſtance 
of Mr. Loyd, formed the third couple who yeſterday 
facrificed to Hymen. 1 wrote to you in my laſt, that 
he had recourſe to my mediation, which I employed 
ſucceſsfully with my uncle; but Mrs. Tabitha held out 
till the love-fick Jenkins had two fits of the mother; 
then ſhe relented, and thoſe two cooing turtles were 
eaged for life Our aunt made an effort of generoſity 
in furniſhing the bride with her ſuperfluities of cloths 
and Jinen, and her example was followed by my ſiſter; 
nor did Mr. Branble and I negleet her on this occaſion, 
It was, indeed, a day of peace offering Mr. Denni- 
fon infiſted upon Liddy's accepting two bank notes of 
one hundred pounds each, as pocket-money; and his 
lady gave her a diamond necklace of double that va- 
joue. There was, beſides, a mutual exchange of tokens 
among the individuals of the two familics thus happi- 


ly 2 
As George Denniſon and his partner were judged 
improper objects of mirth, Jack Wilton had reſolved 
to execute ſome jokes on Liſmahago, and after ſupper 
| N 2 began 
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began to ply him with bumpers, when the ladies had 
retired: but the captain perceiving his drift, begged 
for quarter, alleging that the adventure in which he 
had engaged, was a very ſerious matter; and that it 
would be more the part of a good chriſtian to pray 
that he might be ſtrengthened, than to impede his en- 
deavours to finiſh the adventure. — He was ſpared ac- 
cordingly, and permitted to aſcend the nuptial couch 
with all his ſenſes about him.—There he and his con- 
ſort ſat in ſtate, like Saturn and Cybele, while the be- 
nediction-poſſet was drank 3 and a cake being broken 
over the head of Mrs. Tabitha Liſmahago, the frag- 
ments were diſtributed among the by-ſtanders, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the ancient Britons, on the ſup- 

ſition that every perſon who eat 'of this hallowed 
cake, ſhould that night have a viſion of the man or 
woman whom Heayen defigned ſhould be his or her 
wedded mate. | 

The weight of Wilſon's waggery fell upon honeſt 
Humphry and his ſpouſe, who were bedded in an up- 
per room, with the uſual ceremony of throwing the 
ſtocking. This being performed, and the company 
withdrawn, a fort of catterwauling enſued, when Jack 
found means to introduce a real cat ſhod with walnut- 
ſhells, which galloping along the boards, made ſuch a 
dreadful] noiſe as effectually diſcompoſed our lovers. — 
Winitred ſcreamed aloud, and ſhrunk under the bed- 
cloaths.—Mr, Loyd, believing that Satan was come to 
buffet him in profria perſona, laid aſide all carnal 
thoughts, and began to pray aloud with great feryen- 
ey. At length, the poor animal, being more afraid 
than either, leaped into the bed, and meauled with the 
moſt piteous exclamation. Loyd, thus informed of 
the nature of the annoyance, roſe and ſet the door 
wide open, ſo that this troubleſome viſitant retreated 
with great expedition; then ſecuring himlelf, by 
meant of a double bolt, from a ſecond intruſion, he 
was left to enjoy his good fortune without further diſ- 
turbance. | : 
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If one may judge from the looks of the parties, 


they are all very well ſatisfied with what has paſſed.— 


George Denniſon and his wife are too delicate to exhi- 
bit any ſhong marked ſigns of their mutual ſatisfacti- 
on, but their eyes are ſufficiently expreſſive. Mrs, 
Tabitha Litmahago is rather fulſome in ſignifying her 
approbation of the captain's love; while his deport- 
ment is the very pink of gailantry.-—He fighs, and 
ogles, and languiſhes at this amiable object; he kiſſes 
her hand, mutters ejaculations of rapture, and fings 
tender airs; and, no doubt, laughs internally at her 
folly in believing him ſincere. —In order to ſhew how 
little his vigour was impaired by the yfatigues of the 
preceding day, he this morning danced a Highland ſa- 
raband over a naked back-ſword, and leaped ſo high, 


that I believe he would make no contemptible figure as 


a vaulter at Sadler's Wells — Mr. Matthew Loyd, 
when aſked how he reliſhes his bargain, throws up his 
eyes, crying, „ For what we have received, Lord 
“ make us thankful : amen.” — His hetpmate giggles, 
ana holds her hand before her eyes, affecting to be 
aſhamed of having been in bed with a man. Thus 
all theſe widgeons enjoy the novelty of their ſituation z 
but, perhaps their note will be changed, when they are 
better acquainted with the nature of the decoy. 

As Mrs. Willis cannot be perſuaded to ſtay, and 
Liddy is engaged hy promile to accompany her daugh- 
ter back to Glonceſter, I fancy there will be a general 


migration from hence, and that moſt of us will ſpend 


the Chriſtmas holidays at Bath; in which caſe, I ſhall 
certainly find an opportunity to beat up your quarters, 
By this time, I ſuppoſe, you are fick of ama mater, 
and even ready to execute that ſcheme of peregrination, 
which was laſt year concerted hetween you and 


your affectionate, 
rea 


Nov. 8. J. MELFORD,. 
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To Dr. LEWIS. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


MY niece Liddy is now happily ſettled for life ; and 
captain Liſmahago has taken Tabby off my hands; fo 
that I have nothing further to do, but to comfort my 
friend Baynard, and provide for my ſon Loyd, who 1s 
alfo fairly joined to Mrs. Winifred Jenkins. —Y ou are 
an excellent genius at hiats,—Dr. Arbuthnot was but 
a type of Dr. Lewis in that reſpe&t.— What you ob- 
ſerve of the veſtry-clerk deſerves conſideration. I 
make no doubt but Matthew Loyd is well enough qua- 
lifted for the office; but, at preſent, you muſt find 
room for him in the houſe, —His incorruptible honeſty 
and indefatigable care will be ſerviceable in ſuperin- 
tending the cxconomy of my farm; tho' I don't mean 
that he will interfere with Barns, of whom I have no 
cauſe to complain.— I am juſt returned with Baynard, 
from a ſecond trip to his houſe, where every thing 1s 
regulated to his ſatisfaction.— He could not, however, 
review the apartments without tears and lamentation, 
ſo that he is not yet in a condition to be left alone; 
therefore I will not part with him till the ſpring, when 
he intends to plunge into the avocation of huſbandry, 
which will at once employ and amuſe his attention. — 
Chailes Denniſon has promiſed to ſtay with him a fort- 
night, to ſet him fairly afloat in his improvements; 
and Jack Wilſon will ſee him from time to time ; be- 
ſides, he has a few friends in the country, whom his 
new plan of life will not exclude from his ſociety. —— 
In leſs than a year, I make no doubt but he will find 
himielf perfectly at eaſe both in his mind and body, 


for the one had dangerouſly affected the other; * 
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ſhall enjoy the exquiſite pleaſure of ſeeing my friend 
reſcued from miſery and contempt. 

Mrs. Willis being determined to return with her 
daughter, in a few days, to Glouceſter, our plan has 
undergone ſome alteration.— Jerry has perſuaded his 
brother-in-law to carry his wife to Bath; and I be- 
lieve his parents will accompany him thither. For my 
part, I have no intention to take that route. —lIt mult 
be ſomething very extraordinary that will induce me to 
reviſit either Bath or London. My ſiſter and her huſ- 
band, Baynard and I, will take leave of them at 
Glouceſter, and make the beſt of our way to Bram- 
bleton-hall, where I deſire you will prepare a good 
chine and turkey for our Chriſtmas dinner.—You mult 
alſo employ your medical ſkill in defending me from 
the attacks of the gout, that I may be in good caſe to 
receive the reſt of our company, who promile to viſit 
us in their return from the Bath.— As I have laid in a 
conſiderable ſtock of health, it is to be hoped you will 
not have much trouble with me in the way of phylic, 
but I intend to work you on the fide of exerciſe, [ 
have got an excellent fowling-piece from Mr. Liſma- 
hago, who is a keen {portiman, and we ſhall take the 
heath in all weathers.— That this ſcheme of life may 
be proſecuted the more effectually, I intend to renounce 
all ſedentary amuſements, particularly that of writing 
long letters ; a refolution, which, had I takes it ſoon- 
er, might have ſaved you the trouble which you have 
lately taken in reading the tedious epiſtles of 


Nov. 20. - MaTT, BRAM BLE. 
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To Mrs, GWwYLLIM, AT BRAMBLETON-HALL, 


GOOD MRS. GWYLLIM, 


HEAVEN, for wiſe purpoſes, hath ordained that I 

ſhould change my name and citation in life, fo that I 
am not to be conſidered any more as manger of my 
brother's family; but as I cannot ſurrender up my 
ſlewardihip till I have ſettled with you and Williams, 
I defire you will get your accunts ready for inſpection, 
as we are coming home without further delay My 
ſpouſe, the captain, being ſubje& to rummaticks, I 
beg you will take great care to have the blew chamber, 
up two pair of ſtairs, well warmed for his reception. 
Let the ſaſhes be ſecured, the crevices ſtopt, the 
carpets laid, and the beds well toufled. —Mrs, Loyd, 
late Jenkins, being married to a relation of the family, 
cannot remain in the capacity of a ſarvant; therefore, 
I with you wold caſt about for ſome creditable body 
to be with me in her room If ſhe can ſpin, and is 
miſtreſs of plain-work, ſo much the better——but ſhe 
muſt not expect extravagant wages—having a family 
of my own, I muſt be more occumenical than ever. 
No more at preſent, but refts 


your loving friend, 


Nov. eg TAD. LISMAHAGO» 
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To Mrs. MARY JoNEs, at Brambleton-hall, 


MRS, JONES, 


PROVIDINCH hath bin pleaſed to make great hal- 
teration in the paſture of our affajrs—We were yeſter- 
day three kiple chined, by the greaſe of God, in the 
holy bands of mattermony z * I now ſubſerive my- 
ſelf Loyd at your ſarvice.— All the pariſh allowed that 
young ſquire Dalliſon and his bride was a comely pear 
for to ſes. —As for madam Laſhmiheygo, you noſe her 
| 1 head, to be ſure, was fintaſtical; and 

er ſpouſe had rapt her with a long marokin furze 
cloak from the land of ſelvidges, thof they ſay it is of 
immenſe bally.— The captain himſelf had a huge haſ- 
ſock of air, with three tails and a tumtawdry coat, 
boddered with ſulfur.— Wan ſaid he was a monkey- 
bank; and the ould botler ſwore he was the born imich 
of Titidall.—For my part I ſays nothing, being as 
how the captain has done the handſome thing by me.— 
Mr. Loyd was dreſſed in a lite frog, and checket with 
gould binding; and thof he don't enter in capariſon 
with great folks of quality, yet he has got as good 
blood in his veins as arrow private ſquire in the coun- 
ty; and then his purſing is far from contentible, 
Your humble farvant had on a plain pea-green tabby 
ſack, with my Runnela cap, ruff, toupee, and fide 
curls.— They ſaid, I was the very moral of lady Rick- 
manſtone, but not ſo pale—that may well be, for her 
Jadyſhip is my elder by ſeven good years and more.— 
Now, Mrs. Mary, our ſatiety 1s to ſuppurate—Mr. 
Millfart“ goes to Bath along with the Dalliſons, and 
the reſt of us puſh home to Wales, to paſs our whe 
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marſh at Brampleton-hall.— As our apartments is to 
be the yallow pepper, in the thurd ory, pray carry 
my things thither. —Preſeat my cumpliments to Mrs, 
Gwillim, and I hope ſhe and I will live upon diffent 
terms of civility.— Being, by God's bleſſing, removed 
to a higher ſpear, you'll excuſe my being familiar with 
the lower ſarvents of the family; but, as I truſt you'll 
behave reſpectful, and keep a proper diſtance, you may 
always depend upon the gaod will and purtection of 


Yours, 


Nov. W. Lors. 


. 


